Peter B. Bogardus passed away on Monday, April 18, 2011. He died at the home where he lived for over 50 years in Mill Valley, California. He was 81 years old. Well known for his humor and his gregarious nature, Peter was affectionately known as "Bogie" to his friends and family. Peter was the son of Thomas and Mary Bogardus from Mt. Vernon, Ohio where he was born on May 5, 1929. Peter was the fourth of five siblings. Peter was a graduate of Lawrenceville Academy and Dartmouth College where he was a DKE and played Football and Rugby. His was identified early on by his Dartmouth classmates as a great salesman because he would go door to door selling "Bogie's Bucks" (shoes) to help pay for his education. He graduated from Dartmouth College in 1951 and from Dartmouth's Amos B. Tuck School for Business Administration in 1952. Peter served as a Second Lieutenant in the Air Force. After the end of the Korean War he moved to San Francisco where he met his wife and life partner, Shirley Paidar Bogardus. They married in 1957. Peter and Shirley visited every continent, rafted in the Amazon, sailed on the Nile, camped their way through Europe in a VW Van with their three children in 1968, and lived in Kitzbuhel, Austria for a year. He leaves behind his beloved wife and three children: Betsyann Gallagher of Bolinas, CA; Andrew Bogardus (and wife Kerry) of Larkspur, CA and Peter Bogardus, Jr. of Crested Butte, Colorado. He also leaves behind his adored grandchildren: Ryan Gallagher of Bolinas, Henry and Natalie Bogardus of Larkspur, and Addison Bogardus of Crested Butte, Co. Early in his career, Peter worked as a salesman for the Polaroid Company for twelve years. He then became a stock broker for Henry F. Swift & Co. in San Francisco which was bought by Piper Jaffray and eventually UBS. His career as a stock broker continued for 35 years until his retirement from UBS in 2007. After his retirement he could be found training at Gold Gym. Peter was an active member of the Bohemian Club and served on numerous committees and organizations including the Guardsman early on and then the Salvation Army Adult Rehabilitation Center and the Bay Area Chapter of the College Football Hall of Fame. Peter's greatest passion was Dartmouth College. He was an active member of the Dartmouth Alumni Association of Northern California and was the recipient of the Dartmouth College Alumni Award. Peter will be greatly missed by all who knew him. His charm, optimism and generous nature fulfilled his own life and heartened countless others. His friends and family will hold close to their hearts his ever present smile and twinkling eye. In lieu of flowers, please send donations to Dartmouth College, the Salvation Army Adult Rehabilitation Center or the Bay Area Chapter of the College Football Hall of Fame.
