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MICHAEL CHOUKAS, IR.
,,SPIRIT OF '51 AWARD"

i ke ,  whcn  you  t t r s t  s tepped  i n t< t  ou r  l i ves  wca r i ng ,  I i ke  us  a l l ,  a  pca -g recn  f reshu ran  bean ie ,  l i t t l e  d id
we know what  a meaningfu l  impact  yc lu would have i ln  uur  Class through vour  achievement ,  on our

Col lege through your  commitment ,  and on our  fe l lowman through your  car ing.

At  Dartmouth yc lur  ta ients quick ly  became apparent .  As a vars i ty  p layer  you werc def t  on the basebal l  d ia-
mond and a whiz at  hc lckey,  where you not  only  captured the covetcc l  " f ) , "  but  u 'ere awarded the Rclber t  E.
Muihern Hockey Trophy.  Thi r ty  years ia ter  in  fu ly ,  1982,  you showed undi .mrnished sk i l l  by p iay ing on tht :
New England Hockey Team in the Snoopv Senior  L) lympics,  winning a gc l ld  medal  agatnst  two Canadian
teams).  Your pres idency of  Phi  Kappa Psr  and e lect ion to the Sphinx Senior  Society are t r ibutes to the esteem

in which you were held
Fol lowing your  graduat ion in  i951,  1, r - lu  iorned the Mar ine Ccl rps u,here you $/erc gtven a le t ter  of  commcn-

dat ion and eventual ly  rose to Bat tery Commander wi th the rank of  Capta in.  195i  a lso marked the year  you

won the very spccia l  charms c l f  fuani ta Crosby,  whom you narr ied on November th i rd.  She b lcssed y<lu wi th
three f ine chi ldrcn:  Melanie,  Eleanor and Michael ,  Dartn-rc luth,  the Class of  'TT Standing at  your  s ide t rom
that  November day furward,  Ni ta has been a g i f  ted par tner  and a grac ic lus hc ls te ss,  as those of  us who return to
Hanover so wel l  know.

Return ing t r . l  crv i i ian l i fe ,  desperat ion f r , r r  an escape f rom the staf f  o f  Tanzi  Brothers,  where Harry and

Char l ie  voiced assurance of  your  great  prc-rmise,  led you to a teaching assignment  at  Mi l lbrook School  in  New

York.  ln  1954 you movet l  to  the facul ty  of  Vermont  Academy where yc lu had excel led as an undergraduate.  In

twelve years through dedrcat ion,  an acure sense of  involvement ,  and a great  capaci ty  for  car ing,  you rose to

Headmaster .  Among your  mosr meaningfu l  contr ibut ions to the School  was your  development  of  the now

wel l -known survcy course for  seniors,  Man and His Wor ld.  For  th is  and other  achievements,  Vermont

Academy rn 1962 awarded you the Condrct  Cup for  outstanding serv ice.
Your ef fect rveness as an educatc l r  earned you not  c ln iy  the respect  of  your  coi leagues,  but  numcrc lus appoint -

ments of  d is t rnct ion.  You have said your  proudest  professic lnal  honor was your  e lect ion to the Headrnaster
Associat ion in  1973 where you remain a member to th is  day.  Other  honors inc iude appointment  to the New
England Association of Schools and Colleges, where you served on both the Comrnissi<-rn on lndependent
Schools and thc School  and Col lege Relat ions Commit tee.  You were a lso president ,  Vermont  Independent
Schools Associat ion;  pres ident ,  Independent  Schools Associat ion of  Northern New England;  and Chairman of
the Admiss ions Commit tee,  Nat ional  Associat ion of  Independent  Schoois.

Your sense of  car ing and invoivement  extend to s tate and communi ty  serv ice where your  capaci ty  for  ex-
cel lence has been deservedly recognized.  You served as Trustee,  the Lenox Schooi ;  pres ident ,  Saxtons River
Counci l ;  and Incorporator ,  Rockingham Memor ia l  Hospi ta l  in  Bel lows Fai ls ,  Vermont .  You are current ly
Chairman of both the Ford Sayer/fohn Boardman Oak Hil l Fund Drive and the fames Campion III Memoriai
Park Fund Drive.

You returned to Hanover in 7977 to lead a five-year marathon of which all of Dartmouth is deeply proud. As
Director of the Leadership Gifts, Campargn for Dartmouth, you spearheaded a committee which personally
contacted i0 ,948 f r iends of  Dartmouth.  This ef for t  ra ised for  the Col lege an astounding $38,391,953.  As a
tribute to your inspired leadership, your nine Campaign regional directors presented Vermont Academy a
scholarship in your name.

Mike, your presence does make a difference! It is with respect and warm affection that we present you with
the  "Sp i r i t  o f  ' 51  Award . "

Hanover, New Hutnpshtrc October 8, 1983


