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DAVID WINDSOR BATCHELDER
..SPIRIT OF '51' '  AWARD

! [ l  " , . i , ,  
you are the embodimenr of  some old- fashioned and verv s imple v i r tues:  a capaci ty  for  hard physical

work ,  an  ab id ing  loya l ty  to  f r iends  and insr i tu t ions  in  whom you be l ieve ,  and a  s teadfas t  devot ion  to

those idea ls  by  wh ich  you l i ve  your  l i fe .  Whi le  your  hav ing  grown up in  Dar ien  and your  ma jor ing  in  Eng l ish

ar  co l lege seem to  be  a t  odds  w i th  your  rugged ind iv idua l i sm,  the  paradox  is  p robab ly  ev idence tha t  a  Dar t -

mouth  educat ion  has  he lped you to  become your  own k ind  o f  person.

L ike  severa l  o thers  in  our  c lass ,  you  wanted  to  be  a  Mar ine  a f te r  co l lege,  bu t  an  acc ident  wh i le  work ing

on a  rown sand ing  t ruck  one summer  prevented  tha t  ambi t ion ;  and so  you s tud ied  a  year  a t  the  Corne l l

Agricultural College belore going north to Stowe, Vermont, where you establ ished your dairy herd at Misty

Meadows Farm. Surely no Marine training was ever more demanding than the regimen you exacted o[ yourself

rhroughout the four seasons, day in and day out, for eighteen years. l t  was a small  farm, but you surely loved

it;  for with your commitment ro i ts labors vou became, in but two years, recognized as the best farmer in

Vermont  by  w inn ing  the  Green Pasrures  Award  in  1956.  For  you fa rming  was the  ou tward  express ion  o f  your

innermost drives, and you took pride in the lonely hours plowing straight [urrows of corn, pride in the care

o f  your  cows,  p r ide  in  rhe  car ing  re la t ionsh ips  w i th  ne ighbor ing  fa rm fami l ies ,  p r ide  in  c rea t ing  a  modest

lodge to  wh ich  sk ie rs  were  ar t racred  by  the  s imp le  fa rm-home accommodat ions  and by  the  Power  o [  your

commi tment  to  the  idea ls  o f  ru ra l  l i fe .

Th is  was your  d i f f i cu l r  bu t  r i ch ly  reward ing  l i fe  un t i l  1969,  when c i rcumstances  d ic ta ted  leav ing  Stowe w i th

your  two then-smal l  ch i ld ren ,  Deke and Ann ie .  You moved to  Sa l isbury ,  Connect icu t ,  where  you pers is ted

in physical and mostly ourdoor work as a bui lder of homes. How you ever lound t ime to do for Dartmouth

when you were beginning your l i fe over, we' l l  never know, except that as always your strength of convict ion

and your determination served you - and us - well .

L ike  your  [a ther ,  an  ear l ie r  Batch  in  the  C lass  o f  1919,  you g ive  Dar tmouth  and your  c lass  more  than a

ful l  measure of your t ime and ralenrs: Campaign for Dartmouth Leadership Committee, Alumni Fund Agent,

Alumni lnterviewer, and most importantly for us, Class Newsletter Editor since 1981. As you have reportei

a variety of news i tems of interest to us al l  in a number approaching one hundred issues, you have shown

the same devotion to designing the layout of each f ive-to-seven-page issue as you once did to farming, so that

the stamp of your personali ty is apparent in each. And your magpie fascinaticn with quotations from Herodotus

to I ' loard's Dairyman is a constant source o[ entertaining enl ightenment.

Whi le  we may no t  be  sure  what  Pres ident  Freedman means by  "c rea t ive  loners"  o r  "dar ing  dreamers , "  we

believe, Batch, that these terrns musr encompass the kind of person you are: one who favors a life wholly dependent

upon personal endeavor, one who has held fast to a convict ion of what is r ight for him without sacri f icing

his obl igations to others.

Batch, your classmares salure you as one of the truly unifying forces of our class, not only because of what

you have done for us and for Dartmouth, but also because of the model you offer us al l  for the future. And

so we are pleased to honor you with the l988 "Spir i t  of 
'51" Award.
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