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ack. looknq back on vorlr ;,svchoiogr' nlal()r sttrdrcs herc c-rn the- I lartover Piattt 5(l velrrs ago.

onc r,,,oncicrs rvho s'.rs tcachrnq nhclnr. Frorn the- clav vou tint sct f irot ou the I)arttrrottth (irccrt

- lttrcl
voursclf

f c l l  r r r  l ov t ' r r , r t h  t hc  1 . , 1 ,1 . : , '  r ' o r r  s too , l  , r , r ,  i i , r ,  \ ' o r r r  ( ' \ t r , r o r c - l t r t r n ' . r l ' , i l r t v  t t r  i t t g r . t t i : t t t '

t() evervone s-rth easv golng convcrsatlon and slncerc- I iretrcilttrcss. Ytttt urere lt l excelietrt

1-rrtchcr on a struggiurg Iig (ireen b:rsctrall tcan]; vour unrquc phvsiquc earnccl votl thc tticktr;rnrc
"Mcton" -  btr t  v()r l r  e-\cept lor)el  popularrtr .sterrrnred nlorc f i -ort t  pcrsonal i tv thatr  l r t l t l t 'n 'ot tr
cerncci-rltn irveragc.

Incleed. r 'orr 'c i  soon necd al l  thc i -r l l r rnev rou corr lc i  nrustcr. . rs Artnt 'cc 'r t tntcr intel l tgcnce scl t t  vot l

to c]o backgrotrnci  chccks rn thc North ( ,anr irn.r  rnoonshir . tc cor. lntr \ ' ,  uhct 'c thc arrtr ]al  oi .  r t r"r ig"r
ll.l e govcrrlnrcnt car nrrrdr- thc goclrl olc lror,s ept to dras' shrloring rr()l)\ first .rncl ask qttcsttt' ltts latcr.
- l -hose 

close sh:rves \ \ 'crc \ \ 'ort i r  r t  though. for votrr  t l lnc ln ' I l rhccir :r  hrottght a bhnd datc u, i th.r
prcttv te:rchcr n:rnred Bettt' Bclk Pratt. \bur subsequcnt nuptr.rls rtt hcr irotrtctorvtr ((Jnron Mrlis.

NC) are wrvlv rerrrernhereci bv xlrr groolnsnrcn :ls "a rlr-v u'eclcing in a dn' church in a drY towlt.

but vour e-xernplarv nurrrage has fkrurishcd for -1(r years. u'rth chrlclren -Jack III. Iletsy anclJirrr
to be protrd of.

In crvilran life, you s'ent back to thc North C]arolna hills as e prllne e-\ecutive trarnee for Lorves

Companies Inc. 
-l 'hat 

apparent golden opporrunitv soured u'hen rvarehottse theft lecl Lorves to
requrre all hands to take a lie detector test. IJighly rnstrlted. r'otr took rt, passecl lt ancl pronlptl\ '
resrp;necl. Then vou nrade lernon:rdc otrt of the lenrons. estabhshrng vour own one-firrl1 Cornp2ltv t:

:r rnanufactureri rep. and eventualv trlrrun€{ the fast-growrng Lorves erl}prre into one of your best

custorners. That rvas a gutsv lnove - vour first veari net was a prrncelr'$151). But Betty held thrngr
together wrth her teacheri salarv and kecn rnoney rnanagement. Ancl vott becanre a stlper salesnratr.
rnarketing untold carioad quantitles of lawmrowers and garden supphes to retailers across threc
states. (Jldrnatel1,. John J. Sutton and (lo. - yourself, nvo othcr salesrnelt, a part-tune secretarv. :r
telephone and a fa-x rnachine - had an annual revenue of $20 rnilhon! You moved the familv dorvn

to Winston Sdern, became a pillar rn the Frrst Presbyterian Church (Sunday school class prestdent
and a deacon) and honed your crack golf game to become Forsvth Countrv Club champion.

Through all the years, the other great focus of your rich and fuIl Lfe has been your profound love

of Dartmouth and vour unceasrng ser-vice to the College. B.rt)' can t rernelnber the name of the
movie on your first date. but she ciearly recalls your bragging that the 6hn's producer had gone to
Dartmouth. You've rnissed onlv one of our ten formal class reuruons and, no lrl;ttter how poor the
team, wild horses couldn't keep vou awav from our annual football rveekend. You've rarsed mone\'
for Dartmouth - Alumni Fund. Caprtal Campaign - without a break for at least the past 40 years.
and chaired the 30th reunion grft drive. Having sold your business, vou poured all your dvnarruc
salesmanship into being 51i head agent for the past five years. bringine the Dartmouth College
Fund a total of $2.1 rmlLon - rncluding $1.3 million of our fancastic $6.4 million 50th reunion
gift. Now, as our class vice president, vou're the same old frrendlv "Moon," the srrarght arrow F+lv
who refuses to take lumself very serrously. And so, Jack, for your admrrable career and family life,
your unfailing goodwill to your fellow men and your undvrng devotion to Darffnouth. it is our
honor and privilege to present to vou the 2001 "spirit of 

'51" Award.

Hanover, Neu, Hampshire September 28, 2001


