W. Hayden Thompson Obituary

W. Hayden Thompson of Pepper Piike, Ohio died on January 4, 2007 at the age of 79  from complications of pulmonary fibrosis.  Hayd graduated from the University School in 1945 and served in the U.S. Army from 1945 to 1947.  He was Magna Cum Laude at Dartmouth, graduating in 1951. 

 
He began his business career as  a purchasing agent in Cleveland.  In 1953 he was hired as the general manager of the Barber Manuracturing Corp, which made gas burners for commercial stoves.  Three years later he was named Barber’s president and was at the helm when Barber became Solarflo, remaining as president of that company until 2003.

He was a Pepper Pike City councilman from 1965 to 1973 and served on numerous boards.  Me married his wife Marcie in 1951 and together they had five children.  The couple divorced in 1975, and Hayd remarried and helped raise three stepsons.  But in 1999, exactly 48 years from the day they were first married, Hayd and Marcie married again, in the same church with all their children present.

Thompson served as a trustee of A Better Chance, which helps Cleveland children attend college preparatory schools.  He was a trustee of the University School and Laurel School in Shaker Heights.  And from 1983 until his death he served as a trustee of New Directions in Pepper Pike, a drug and alcohol treatment center.

He is survived by his wife Marcie, his sons John, Michael and Bill, his daughters Marnie and Patsy and eight grandchildren. 

