
Forty years ago, the SufÞeld boysÕ soccer team had quite a 

reputation. They were well coached. They played an aggressive, 

attacking style. They were very good. But perhaps most notably, 

their roster included international students (which had something 

to do with why other teams thought they were so good). It was a 

reputation that preceded the team, and Paul Sanderson knew it.

The drive to Pomfret was a long one and as the bus pulled to 

a stop, the home team looked on with nervous anticipation. This 

much was apparent: everyone was curious to see just who was 

going to get off that bus.

Sandy stood at the front and addressed the young men. He 

had a plan: everyone was to step off the bus speaking a different 

language. Those players from Latin America were to speak 

Spanish. Those from Germany were to speak German. And so on. 

As for the Americans, well, they were to make something up.

The game was over before the teams kicked off.

Paul Sanderson was recently inducted into the NSCAA Hall of 

Fame not only for the games he won, or the All-Americans he 

produced, but because he was an important ambassador for 

the game in the United States. He had an impact on all levels of 

soccer in America.

His effort to organize preparatory school soccer was one 

of the reasons for his induction. In 1954, Sandy co-founded the 

Western New England Prep School Soccer Association. He also 

served as its president. The league was comprised of nine teams 

that year. In the next decade, it nearly tripled in size. Today, 

there are 50 member schools. Since its founding, WNEPSSA has 

regularly sent top players to Division I colleges and universities. 

Paul ÒSandyÓ Sanderson Jr. spent 26 years at SufÞeld, from 1952-

1978, and he coached the varsity soccer team for 22 of them. His 

teams compiled a record of 156 wins, 77 losses, and 22 ties. They 

won three WNEPSSA titles in what was, and still is, one of the 

toughest high school soccer leagues in the country. On January 

18, 2008 he was inducted into the National Soccer Coaches 

Association of America Hall of Fame.
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It is still considered one of the Þnest high school soccer leagues 

in the nation. SufÞeld alone has produced a number of college All-

Americans. Many of them were SandyÕs players. Fred Pereira Õ73 

was an All-American at Brown and eventually played for the US 

National Team. Solomon Gomez Õ67 and Charles Thomas Õ68 are 

in the Harvard Athletic Hall of Fame. Len Renery Õ67 was a two-

time All-American at Columbia. The long line of talented players 

has continued to this day, with recent graduate Khadim Diouf Õ07 

who plays forward for the San Diego State Aztecs and was an All-

Pac 10 selection as a freshman.

In the leagueÕs inaugural year, Sandy organized a clinic for 

over 300 players, coaches, and ofÞcials. He was trying to connect 

the college game to the high school game, so enlisted the help 

of local college coaches to lead training sessions. Among the 

Þrst group that Sandy recruited were Irvin Schmid of SpringÞeld 

College and Larry Briggs of the University of MassachusettsÑboth 

would become members of the NSCAA Hall of Fame (Schmid 

was inducted in 1993, Briggs in 1991). Sandy would later make a 

habit of bringing together some of the best college teams in the 

country for exhibition matches, and then have the clubs teach 

the game to high school players and coaches. In the early 70s, he 

brought Navy and Saint Louis University together for an exhibition 

game at SufÞeld Academy. At the time, they were two of the 

countryÕs best and had never played each other. 

It became Þtting that, along with Briggs and Schmid, Sandy 

Sandy was an important ambassador for the game in the United States. 

He had an impact on all levels of soccer in America.
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Pictured (above): David Sanderson, Sandy, and Paul Sanderson III Õ74 before a match between DeerÞeld and SufÞeld (David attended DeerÞeld and 

scored the gameÕs Þrst goal, but SufÞeld won 3-1); Sandy coaching



too was honored by the NSCAA. He played an integral role in 

making the organization what it is todayÑthe largest coaches 

association in the world. When Sandy Þrst got involved, the 

NSCAA was primarily for college coaches and its membership 

was fairly small. He initiated the organizationÕs outreach to 

high school coaches. He got the NSCAA to hold meetings in 

the Midwest and not just in New York, so that more coaches 

could attend. Through these efforts, the membership 

increased tenfold. Evidence of his impact is still felt today and 

can be seen in the NSCAAÕs membership, which now includes 

over 25,000 coaches. In 1975 the NSCAA recognized Sandy: 

Ò[We are] proud of Paul Sanderson and we want to ofÞcially 

Ôtip our hatÕ to a man who wears many and wears them 

with a perfect ÞtÑthrough the presentation of this Letter of 

Commendation.Ó

The same year he was recognized by the NSCAA, 

he donned yet another hat. While serving as SufÞeldÕs 

headmaster, Sandy co-founded and became president of 

the Hartford BicentennialsÑa professional club in the North 

American Soccer League. At its height, the league enjoyed 

the kind of success that MLS dreams about. The New York 

Cosmos averaged over 50,000 fans through 15 home games 

in 1978 and even sold out Giants Stadium. The Cosmos 

featured some of the gameÕs all-time greats, and Sandy 

had a part in it. He recruited and landed Italian scoring 

sensation Giorgio Chinaglia, who was in his prime, and then 

quickly traded him to the Cosmos. Chinaglia joined Franz 

Beckenbauer and Pele on an international dream team.

Sandy retired from coaching in 1974 to concentrate on 

his duties as headmaster and to run ASSIST. Although he 

passed away in 1986, as his son Paul Sanderson III said during 

the induction ceremony, ÒHis presence is still felt on every 

high school soccer Þeld in America. And he would be very 

happy to see the continued success the sport enjoys today. 

Many of the ideas that he promoted are now commonplace. 

But that often happens to visionaries like my father who have 

the passion and the foresight to lay the seed of a future that 

they can imagine but might not ever see.Ó

His presence is still felt on every high school soccer Þeld in America.

Pictured (above): David, Gail, and Paul III at the Hall of Fame induction ceremony; The plaque for the new Sanderson Field, which is located at the 

bottom of Bell Hill and is where the boysÕ varsity soccer team plays their home games. Pictured (opposite): Sandy at the 1976 Commencement
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Sandy and SufÞeld
ÒThere will always be room for education that goes beyond the 8-3 syndromeÓ

Paul Sanderson came to SufÞeld after graduating from Dartmouth. Paul Sanderson came to SufÞeld after graduating from Dartmouth. 

He was among the group brought in by Ap Seaverns to help turn He was among the group brought in by Ap Seaverns to help turn 

the school around. Through their hard work, and with the help the school around. Through their hard work, and with the help 

of a few others, they chartered a course that brought SufÞeld of a few others, they chartered a course that brought SufÞeld 

back from the brink of closure to make it a strong and respected back from the brink of closure to make it a strong and respected 

institution.institution.

When he Þrst arrived, Sandy taught history, mechanical When he Þrst arrived, Sandy taught history, mechanical 

drawing, and public speaking in addition to coaching soccer, drawing, and public speaking in addition to coaching soccer, 

basketball, and tennis. During his 26-year career, he also served as basketball, and tennis. During his 26-year career, he also served as 

the director of admissions, assistant headmaster, and headmaster. the director of admissions, assistant headmaster, and headmaster. 

It was Sandy who brought co-education back to SufÞeld in It was Sandy who brought co-education back to SufÞeld in 

1975. Ken Lindfors called his contributions to the school Òsimply 1975. Ken Lindfors called his contributions to the school Òsimply 

enormous.Ó enormous.Ó 

His impact was so large, in part, because of his belief in His impact was so large, in part, because of his belief in 

independent schools and his belief in people.independent schools and his belief in people.

Sandy felt strongly about schools like SufÞeld. In an interview Sandy felt strongly about schools like SufÞeld. In an interview 

in 1972 he said, ÒThere will always be room for education that in 1972 he said, ÒThere will always be room for education that 

goes beyond the 8-3 syndrome and requires a person-to-person goes beyond the 8-3 syndrome and requires a person-to-person 

communication, where the teachers are totally committed on a communication, where the teachers are totally committed on a 

24-hour-a-day basis.Ó He echoed this same beliefÑnot in the 24-hour-a-day basis.Ó He echoed this same beliefÑnot in the 

institution itself, but in the people who are Òtotally committedÓ to institution itself, but in the people who are Òtotally committedÓ to 

making the institution what it isÑin his commencement speech making the institution what it isÑin his commencement speech 

of 1976: ÒMoney alone, or buildings and material things will not of 1976: ÒMoney alone, or buildings and material things will not 

guarantee us success. We must never forget that in this complex, guarantee us success. We must never forget that in this complex, 

modern world there should always be a chance to dream about modern world there should always be a chance to dream about 

ideas and experiment with new concepts. We must not fall into ideas and experiment with new concepts. We must not fall into 

the deadening effect of conformity where people think more of the deadening effect of conformity where people think more of 

ÔWhat can I get from itÕ than ÔWhat do I give back to it.Õ This is a ÔWhat can I get from itÕ than ÔWhat do I give back to it.Õ This is a 

mistaken notion, for people are always inÞnitely more important mistaken notion, for people are always inÞnitely more important 

than things or organizations. Individuals, by virtue of their creative than things or organizations. Individuals, by virtue of their creative 

contributions and adventurous desire to create, preserve, and contributions and adventurous desire to create, preserve, and 

extend an ideal or a cause, are what make things, institutions, and extend an ideal or a cause, are what make things, institutions, and 

even nations important.Óeven nations important.Ó



ÒSince 1952 the Academy has been instrumental in 

furthering the education of 142 foreign students. It is a 

broadening experience for both our American and foreign 

students to be exposed to each othersÕ cultures and be 

integrated into our school community.Ó 

Paul Sanderson 

excerpt from the HeadmasterÕs Newsletter, March 1976

It was this same belief in the beneÞts of a Òbroadening 

experienceÓÑone that might foster mutual understanding 

and eventually lead to international peaceÑthat 

prompted Sandy to found American Secondary Schools 

for International Students and Teachers in 1969. This year, 

ASSIST is celebrating its 40th anniversary. The program 

began with just 13 German exchange students and 11 

member schools. Today, it now has more than 3,800 alumni 

from 35 countries. 

The idea for ASSIST Þrst surfaced in 1967, or if you 

believe SandyÕs wife Gail, ÒIt really came about because 

I had been asking Sandy for 15 years to think of a way to 
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Sandy and ASSIST
ÒHow similar the challenges, joys, and frustrations are among all human beings.Ó

The program began with just 13 

German exchange students and 

11 member schools. Today, it 

now has more than 3,800 alumni 

from 35 countries.

take the family to Europe, a place he had never visited 

despite years of admitting international students to SufÞeld 

Academy.Ó 

The project took its Þrst major step forward when 

Sandy announced he was taking a sabbatical year in 1968. 

He had a broad idea of what he wanted to accomplishÑ

ÒThe American schools provide the scholarships, the 

foreign students pay their travel and other expenses, 

and ASSIST Þnds the students and matches them to the 

participating schoolsÓÑbut there wasnÕt much in the way 

of a plan. Gail once wrote that when Sandy was confronted 

with their lack of Þnancial backing he said Òhe would Þgure 

that out later.Ó The same approach is apparent in GailÕs 

account of their departure:

On July 6, 1968, we sailed from New York 

City on the SS Rotterdam, a grand Dutch 

ship which could accommodate our family 

steerage-style to Ireland, where we would 

pick up a brand new Volkswagen bus (later 

named Brunhilde). The family included Dave, 



14, Paul, 12, Kate, 10, and Meredith, 4. We 

had no reservations for the trip except for 

our Þrst night in Cork. We had no idea where 

we would be living for the year abroad, and 

went equipped with some overloaded camp 

trunks, a European camping location book, 

my guitar, and a pink potty (for Meredith). 

We ordered a three-room tent to be picked 

up in Amsterdam. Sandy had managed to 

secure pledges of some funds from the Tisch 

Foundation (the four sons of Larry and Billie 

Tisch were SufÞeld students), from Zurn 

Industries (another SufÞeld connection), and 

several other sources (one of whom was 

Dave CofÞn of Dexter Company), to help 

launch the program.

The family eventually found a three-bedroom house in 

a small village called Socking, just south of Munich. Gail 

and Sandy then embarked on their task, which was to 

ÒPersuade, simultaneously, the U.S. Department of State, 

the American independent schools, the German statesÕ 

educational ministries, the superintendents of schools, 

and the parents of the students that this new program was 

legitimate and worthy of their support.Ó

A year later, the Sandersons accomplished just that. 

Thirteen students were on their way to America to study at 

11 boarding schools. Forty years later, the 2008-09 class 

is comprised of 130 students from 14 countries who are 

studying at 88 American independent schools. 

SufÞeld has maintained a long and close relationship 

with ASSIST over the years. In October 1968, SufÞeld was 

the Þrst school to enroll, at a cost of $100, with a speciÞc 

request for Òa boy who will want to participate in extra-

curricular activities.Ó To date, the school has hosted over 

50 ASSIST students. When asked about this relationship, 

current president of ASSIST and SufÞeld alum Bob Stanley 

Õ79 remarked, ÒSufÞeld should be enormously proud 

of its legacy of leadership in becoming an international 

secondary school. Part of why ASSISTÕs roots ßourished 

at SufÞeld was the schoolÕs commitment, very early on, to 

being diverse internationally. There arenÕt many schools 

that could have given birth to a program like ASSIST, 

especially back in the 60s.Ó

SufÞeldÕs commitment to being diverse internationally 

was due in large part to Sandy. Mason Nye called him Òthe 

moving forceÓ behind the schoolÕs commitment to the 

education of foreign students. Today, ASSIST continues to 

fulÞll SandyÕs vision to promote international friendship. It 

is a vision that rests on the belief that we are more alike 

than differentÑa sentiment Sandy expressed in a letter to 

parents in August 1974: ÒOver the summer while visiting 

Europe I had a chance to talk with students and families 

in several countries, particularly Yugoslavia, and became 

aware of how similar the challenges, joys, and frustrations 

are among all human beings.Ó

Upon SandyÕs passing in 1986, the school established 

a fund to ensure the future presence of ASSIST students at 

SufÞeld.
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We had no reservations for the trip except for our 

Þrst night in Cork. We had no idea where we would 

be living for the year abroad.

For more information about ASSIST, you can visit their website at www.assist-inc.org.


