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Judge Bill Johnson and “Dizz” Derzon have been called home by their Creator on 
more urgent business, and while we mourn their loss to us, we honor two extraordi-
nary lives so well lived. Their contributions to their fellow human beings in the fields 
of jurisprudence and health care are just plain legend as one can derive from the 
stories of their lives. That our society recognized these exceptional talents on both 
their parts, with Bill as a Supreme Court Justice in the State of New Hampshire, 
and “Dizz” the first administrator for Medicare and Medicaid under the Carter 
Administration, those callings to service speak volumes about the competence, the 
dedication, and the trust society has had in these great classmates whom we have 
been honored to share the family name, “The Class of 1953”. Let us take a moment 
in our thoughts and prayers for Bill and Dizz and their families, and for all of us 
who mourn for them. A brief obituary for Dizz and Bill is nearby. 

And Speaking of a Class Act!

Herb Solow ’53 — Original Producer of the Star Trek TV series with Gene Roddenberry.
We have been delighted to share a running “emailalog” with Herb and lovely wife Harrison on Star Trek, 
the original and the new, and on a variety of other subjects that are just plain fun to talk about. Here is 
the Star Trek story!
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The new STAR TREK movie has become the highest grossing film in the United States in 2009. In June, the 
BBC Online interviewed Herb and pursued the question “Does the new movie prequel [look that one up!] 
live up to the hopes and aspirations of the people behind the original television series.?” BBC was particu-
larly interested in Herb inasmuch as he and his wife Harrison live in Wales where she is a lecturer and writer 
in residence at the University, and is also the author of” Gene Roddenberry—the Last Conversation.”

Here are excerpts from Herb’s response to the BBC. “In the years 1964 and 1965, the Star Trek world 
consisted of two people, Gene Roddenberry and myself. It was a very small world. When asked to 
review the movie, STAR TREK, for the first time in 45 years I re-entered the fictional prequel of that 
world—that Star Trek world that we developed, sold, produced, and kept alive as long as we could. As 
the head of Desilu Studios I was charged with creating and developing successful television series for 
that then struggling studio owned by Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz, and later bought by Paramount.

When Gene Roddenberry came into see me 45 years ago, he came into the office with one sheet of paper. 
From this unlikely source the entire franchise was born. From that piece of paper flowed a number of 
changes. Spock changed from a red-skinned fairly sinister alien with a pointed tail into the intellectually 
superior, green blooded Vulcan that he is today [Herb, could that be your Dartmouth influence?] We 
named characters, developed the Starfleet, came up with the Captain’s log idea to set up each episode 
and then, at Gene’s suggestion, developed a pilot with their own “universe.” The rest is history and,  
followed by Mission Impossible, well, Herb’s destiny to stardom was sealed. 

What are his views on the new Star Trek movie? 
Star Trek has become the highest grossing film in the US this year, taking in $209.5m. To compare the two 
investments at the outset, Herb and Gene created their Star Trek universe pilot for about $825,000 whereas 
Paramount has spent a reported $150,000,000 to create theirs for the movie. Herb describes how he and  
Harrison walked into the theatre to preview the new Star Trek film, wondering if Paramount would be successful 
with the new venture with that enormous investment. Herb knew that Paramount could not go too far afield 
with Star Trek if, for no other reason than the vocal and box office strength of the Star Trek fans, the most  
concentrated and loyal in TV history. Would the new Star Trek do justice to the future Herb and Gene invented?

“Many questions were foremost in my mind. In this ‘prequel’ would I find a world that could have 
existed before we created and developed it? Would I meet our real characters before we invented them? 
Would they grow into the characters I ‘hired?’ 127 minutes later the deed was done. I had seen the past 
and it worked. The production looked flawless. Photography, graphics and sound effects were brilliant. 
The assembling of the new team was interesting and for the most part set a genuine tone for the char-
acters, most of whom rang true. The young Sulu was of particular interest as he was Herb’s namesake. 
Gene wanted to call him Solo, but acquiesced to our request to change it to Sulu.” Overall, Herb stated 
he was impressed and taken with the movie producers’ concern to honor the original series. 

In his final comment, which he reserved for Spock, said Herb “The Mr. Spock character was 20% created 
by Gene Roddenberry, 20% created by me and 60% created by Leonard Nimoy. While the new Spock 
was quite good, he missed the depth of Leonard Spock and “the centuries of Knowledge that lurked in 
his eyes.” Superb Herb. Beam us up! 

“The Streets of Heaven will be Guarded by United States Marines”
11% of our graduating class in June, 1953, or over 70 of our classmates volunteered to serve in the 
United States Marine Corps during the end days of the Korean War. A month or so ago, we came across 
a story about our current day Marines that exemplifies the service, yes the love, that Marines have for 
their fellow Marines, fellow Americans and fellow human beings. Here it is. 
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“After Flight 77 hit the Pentagon on 9/11/01, the daycare center had many children in tow, including 
infants in cribs that were spending the working parents’ day there. The director was in consternation 
on what to do to evacuate all of these kids. Most of the kids were toddlers, but many were infants that 
needed to be evacuated in their cribs. 

A young Marine came running to the center and asked what they needed, and after surmising the situ-
ation he ran out leaving the director in a state of shock that he had left this emergency situation. In two 
minutes, the Marine returned with 40 other Marines, FORTY, and each of the grabbed a crib with the 
rest gathering up the toddlers to evacuate. 

The director led them to the park near the Potomac, about ¾ miles from the Pentagon and, once there, 
the Marines stopped in the park and formed a circle with the cribs, heavy and sturdy like the covered 
wagons of the Old West. Inside the circle of Cribs, they placed all the toddlers to keep them from  
wandering, and outside the circled cribs were 40 Marines forming a perimeter around the children and 
waiting for further instructions from the director. They all remained there until the parents arrived and 
picked up their children. 

The chaplain that reported this indicated there was not a dry eye in the people coming for their kids 
seeing what these fine Marines had done for them. All the children were safe, and our country is so very 
safe because of the United States Marine Corps. Though your scribe was perhaps misguided and pursued 
Naval Aviation as a Navy pilot, he has flown with the Marines and served as a Forward Air Controller 
with the Marine ground pounders and, with gratitude, bids to them all “Semper Fidelus.” 

Our Marine Classmates are John Springer, Tom Dixon, Russ Smale, Dick Collins, Dave Horlacher, 
Dave Berry, Pete Reich, Al Ives, Jack Thim, Hank Fry, Bill Vitalis, Dick Blum, Blake Herring, 
Marty DeGennaro, Dave Florence, Frank Giardino, Andy Sigler, Dick Thomas, Carl Zimmerman, 
Dan Boyd, Jay Hague, and Bob Simpson, Fred Chase, Warren Cassidy, Norm Carpenter, Tom 
Dyal, Howard Pitts, Perry Free, Barlow Goff, Jack Hall, John Joy, Emil Schnell, David Stanley, 
Dick Thomas, Page Thomas, Tom Wiley, Peter King, Dick Lombard. There are more, and here 
they come from Barry “Smiley” Schoder sending in his and Charlie “Jake” Jacob. We also heard 
from Tom Dewey, sending in his name, and that of Bill Teare, Tom Blomquist, and dear friend, 
Dudley Milliken, rest his soul. And, new name just in from Jack “Boomer” Runyon, and Dave 
Florence sent in Phil Fenton and Pete “Honus” Wagner. 

Thanks all for your service. Semper Fi.
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Robert “Dizz” Derzon was a dominant leader in American health care for almost 50 years. He 
helped create the New York Health and Hospitals Corporation and served as the first director of the federal 
Health Care Financing Administration. Dizz lived in Mill Valley, California and was predeceased by his 
wife Margo. His three children were with him when he returned home. 

After New York, Dizz moved to San Francisco as CEO and Director of the University of California, San 
Francisco Hospitals and Clinics. He continued in his mission to make health care more affordable and to 
cut costs at UCSF. He gained national attention when he was chosen in 1977 by President Jimmy Carter 
to be the first director of the Health Care Financing Administration. He oversaw the integration of  
Medicaid and Medicare into a single federal agency, now known as the Center for Medicare and  
Medicaid Services. 

After Federal service, Dizz continued his career as the Senior Vice President of Lewin and Associates, 
where he helped health care facilities manage and create solutions to challenges in the health care  
environment. His focus was always on those in need, and his challenge was to find resources to provide 
for those health needs. After Dartmouth undergraduate and Tuck degrees, Dizz also received a Masters 
Degree in Health Administration from the University of Minnesota. What a legacy of leadership he has 
left for so very many. God bless you Dizz.

Bill Johnson, the Honorable William R. Johnson, returned to his Creator in late May while 
enroute home to Hanover from Bill and Nancy’s Florida residence. Bill is one of the more accomplished 
members of our class and one who viewed his many accomplishments with extraordinary humility. Bill, 
a history major and Phi Beta Kappa scholar, played on the basketball and baseball teams, was a member 
of Beta Theta Pi, Casque and Gauntlet, and the Army ROTC. Shortly after graduation, Bill and Nancy, 
his high school sweetheart from Excelsior High School in Minnesota, married before he entered Harvard 
Law School, and before accepting a commission in the Army where he served for two years. After com-
pleting his law degree in 1958, Bill practiced law in Lebanon before being elected to the New Hampshire 
Legislature in 1962. He became a State Senator several years later with a distinguished career for New 
Hampshire, and, in 1985 was appointed to the Supreme Court where he served the citizens of New 
Hampshire until 1999. All during this period, Bill remained an Adjunct Professor of Business Law at 
Tuck, began the “Friends of Dartmouth Basketball,” the first of the “Friends” organizations to support 
Athletic Teams, and attended virtually all of the home football and basketball games for 40 years, and 
always hosted the mini reunion after the early home game in September. And, the true scholar that Bill 
is, he remained devoted to the study of law, history, and politics throughout his life. Many classmates 
attended the memorial services for Bill at his Church of Christ in Hanover, and we are told it was a truly 
moving ceremony to celebrate an extraordinary and life of humility. Classmates and spouses attending 
included Put Blodgett, Harlan Fair, Don Goss, Jack Zimmerman, Chuck Reilly , Marilyn Pagan-
ucci, Bob Simpson, John Springer, Dave Siegal, Russ Cook, Fred Stephens, Bill Chamberlin, Fred 
Carleton, Sherm Horton, Phil Beekman, Bob Henderson, Clark Brink, and John Dodge. Donna 
Reilly very kindly sent us the attending list. Honorable Bill, we salute you; more importantly, we love you. 

Continuing Education Zealots [CEZ]
There are a number of things happening in this Dave Salter initiated exchange which seems to be gaining 
momentum. We will assist this expansion by my attaching the entire class email list to this newsletter so 
that those new to CEZ can also take a swing at the ball. 

•	 Dave Godschalk dropped us a nice note announcing that his co-authored textbook ,”Urban Land 
Use Planning,” is going global, having been translated into Complex Chinese and published in 
Taiwan. “ Land use planning is a major battleground of local politics. Our text lays out methods 
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to help bring sanity and rationality to the often emotional conflicts over urban growth. Its major 
focus is on balancing the “three e’s” of sustainable development--economy, environment, and 
equity. It has always been the one definitive text for students and practitioners of local land use 
planning. 

	 The first U.S. edition came out in 1957 and all five U.S. editions have been published by the  
University of Illinois Press. The Chinese edition is needed more than ever, as China confronts 
daunting issues of runaway development and environmental degradation, having passed the U.S. 
as the largest single emitter of greenhouse gases back in 2006.” 

		�  Dave’s book has also been translated into Simple Chinese by a Beijing publisher. This is the fifth 
edition of what some call the “bible of land use planning.” Meanwhile, the fourth edition has been 
translated into Korean and Arabic.

•	� David Salter writes: There is frequent lament from government, industry, and the population 
regarding educational standards. And yet we have available to us the media to provide educa-
tion to every household in the country. We are not maximizing use of this facility. When you turn 
on a television set you are mostly bombarded with commercially loaded shows set up to sell the 
products of their sponsors. Why not set up some government funded commercial free television 
channels for educational purposes? With the vast number of schools colleges and universities in 
this country we certainly have the teachers to provide interesting worthwhile education and set 
up additional NPR stations to broadcast educational programs to the public. Lastly make all these 
programs available on the Internet. [Ed. Note—Dave, check out The Teaching Company and The 
Great Courses available at discount rates from Amazon.com]

•	� Dave Siegal weighs in with this: “There is one problem with all these “proposals”--it’s the old 
saying, you can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make it drink!  Radio, TV, printed media, 
etc., won’t work for educational purposes unless an individual takes it upon him/herself to listen, 
watch, read. [Ed. Note---I believe that is what Dave Salter is trying to encourage in the class]

	� There is also another problem, which will hopefully be corrected by the presentadministration. 
Over the past few years, funding for public radio and television has DECREASED. All you have 
to do is listen to the fund-raising programs on these stations. And, our “educational standards” 
have been warped by “NCLB”--”no child left behind.” Public education (i.e., our public schools) 
have been “teaching the tests”.  There is very little proof that our children are actually learning 
what they need to know. I won’t even touch on what “creationism” has done to education in the 
biological sciences. [Ed. Note---certainly didn’t hurt our public school study of physics, chemistry, 
biology and the mathematics to go along with them!]

•	 Charlie Buchanan, a newly converted poet, writes a fascinating note from his exposure to pub-
licly displayed poetry, not graffiti, but poetry to fill the vacuum normally filled by the “G” “ Hi 
Dave On my way to Aspen this Spring to ski with Ted Spiegel, I saw an article about poetry on 
busses in Denver. This inspired me to send a poem on this subject to our real poet Dave Cost, 
who responded with a real poem, along with information on ‘a poems in concrete project in St. 
Paul’. I’m working to get poems on busses in Albany N.Y. Perhaps other ‘53s can persuade the 
busses in their home towns to do the same. What a great ‘53 legacy! Best Regards,  Charlie”  

	 Wow. What a super idea to bring “sum kultur tu da buszes” and we will have the poems in question 
for the next edition of ’53 Out. Another first for ’53—just love it. Just a moment! one poem just 
arrived from Charlie and Dave.
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Bus Poem

 Look at them! Staring at me
 as if I’m wearing something scant,
 How they turn their heads and can’t
 Take their eyes off my pretty lines,
 My bosom filled with gorgeous rhymes.

 I live above their desperate lives, 
 Those wandering eyes in search of more
 Than the book in their laps, how they look up
 At me and puzzle {though I never once blink
 or nod to fetch their gaze. It’s as if they forgot
 all reason. Smitten, they look down again
 

 David W. Cost
 

•	 Expanding on Rex Schirmer’s discussion on MAPS highlighted in the short letter a couple of 
weeks back “In the early 1990’s an effort was started to address the drug usage problem/opportu-
nity with the establishment of the Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies (MAPS) 
which I have in a small way supported since then. MAPS conduct clinical studies with those 
substances that some call entheogens (substances that generate the theos within). There are many 
such substances but double-blind clinical trials are going on with only marijuana, LSD, ecstasy 
(MDMA) and psilocybin (found in some mushrooms). 

	
	 MAPS is actively developing and funding clinical trials with human subjects in accordance with 

guidelines set forth by the FDA, the European Medicine Agency and the International Council 
on Harmonization. Approved clinical trials are going on in the USA (one at McLean Hospital 
in Waltham. MA), Israel (where PTSD is high), Switzerland and Jordan and Canada. The direc-
tion thus far has been with those people who are faced with life-threatening illness and resulting 
anxiety and depression, obsessive-compulsive disorder, cluster headaches, and PTSD from sexual 
assault, violent crime, and war (including veterans of the Iraq war). This is in conjunction with 
psychotherapy 	with therapists trained in the use of entheogens. Preliminary results have been 
positive. Many subjects release resistances to their experiences, transcend them, and some have 
the first, what they refer to as, spiritual experiences of their lives. 

	
	 Currently there is a 10-year ten million dollar clinical trial study of MDMA with PTSD patients 

approved by the FDA. Classmates who are interested for themselves or others and who may be  
interested in what is available to them of nonsensory experience to enhance their view of the 
world and life will find the website MAPS.org useful.” Thanks Rex, and it is an eye opener to 
scan the MAPS.org site.

•	 Professor David Horlacher of Middlebury, along with Dr. Landis MacKellar of the Institute of 
Applied Systems Analysis, Vienna, presented a scholarly research paper on the “Policy Implications 
of Population Aging” earlier this year. We have included the paper as a second attachment to the 
transmittal email for your e-newsletter but here is a cogent excerpt from their conclusions to  
tantalize your curiosity to read and study this fine work.
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	 “Policymakers should modify those features of public pension systems that encourage early retire-
ment. However, they are not likely to muster the needed political support. Furthermore, firm-level 
policies are much more important than public pension systems in determining age of retirement. 
The key to adapting to an aging labor force lies with the private sector, not government . 

	 There is relatively little that the state can do to mobilize savings except to engage in savings 
itself!!! But voters have little stomach for raising taxes or cutting spending. Furthermore in an 
aging world the need for more savings and investment is reduced because labor force growth will 
be slow. Governments can moderate the growth of health expenditures somewhat, but in an aging 
society health care is deservedly a priority sector and most technical progress in medicine appears 
to be well worth the cost.

	 Investing in developing countries can add a few basis pints to the return on savings. However in 
developed countries, like Japan, the beneficiaries will be those who are relatively well off. The 
poor who depend on labor income when young and public pension when old will be the losers.

	 Demography, philosopher Auguste Comte once said, is destiny. Most assuredly it is not. None-
theless, the arguments we have presented do suggest that in decades to come young people will 
have to pay higher taxes but out of higher incomes. Old people are going to have to work longer 
at better jobs and retirees are going to have to get by on pensions that are lower and assets that are 
worth less than they expected. Thoughtful policy reforms can mitigate these problems, but they 
cannot eliminate them entirely. On balance, though, the aging of populations is far from an  
economic crisis and we can face the prospect with equanimity.”

	
	 CEZ group, what a relevant topic to this aging class. What say you? 

•	 Byron Menides talented daughter Georgia is in the process of releasing her first movie “Still 
Green” along with Doug Lloyd. Here are excerpts from a recent interview with Georgia and Doug 
which seemed so familiar with that you have just read about Herb Solow and Star Trek TV series. 
Enjoy.

Kerri (Sarah Jones) and Alan (Ryan Kelley) 
discuss their feelings in “Still Green.” 
Photo courtesy of: Brian Crane 

Many up-and-coming producers get their start by toiling through grunt work at a major production com-
pany. Doug Lloyd and Georgia Menides took a different path. “We met when we were both volunteering 
for a public access station in Worcester, MA,” said Menides. “We both had the desire to raise the bar 
pretty high.” 

Menides, a dramatic writing graduate of NYU Tisch School of the Arts, always wanted to be a screen-
writer. As her abilities progressed, she felt she wasn’t ready to pass her workon to unknown producers. 
“You could either be a screenwriter and sell your work, and have somebody change it,” said Menides. 
“Or, you could be a playwright and be involved with your work, so I went into theater and playwriting.” 
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As Menides became exposed to digital technology, she saw the potential she could have in developing 
her own scripts through digital formats. She volunteered at her local cable access station to gain basic 
experience. Lloyd was also volunteering at the same station, developing his skills as a cinematographer. 
The two became partners and created a cable talk show. After interviewing the producers of Artigo/
Ajemian Films, Lloyd and Menides were invited to get some on-set experience as art directors on the 
feature “Freedom Park.” 

“Lloyd and Menides dabbled in producing through assisting local filmmakers. Discovering they had a 
talent for producing, they developed their own production company, Uncovered Productions, and pro-
duced two shorts, “Lame” and “Casket.” After the shorts received distribution and garnered favorable  
reviews, Lloyd and Menides decided Uncovered Productions was ready to move into features. They 
chose to develop Menides’ script “Still Green,” a story about high school graduates that partake in a 
week-long Florida excursion to celebrate their friendships and independence before splitting up for  
college. With a budget of less than $500,000, Lloyd and Menides performed as many production roles as 
possible to stretch their funds. An early shared responsibility was casting director. Although a few actors 
were recruited from California, Lloyd and Menides decided to round out their cast with local Florida  
actors. The casting call turn out was greater than they anticipated, providing a wide range of casting possi-
bilities. “We made a conscious choice to be forward-thinking in our casting,” said Menides. “We decided 
on a cast that is racially diverse. We also cast a hot leading actress who isn’t anorexially skinny.” 

Once shooting concluded, Lloyd and Menides were the post production team. Although they both  
enjoyed the role of music supervisor, Menides found editing very challenging. “The acting was great, 
the cinematography was great, but when we laid out the film following the script, the movie felt so flat. 
It took us a year and a half to figure out the right editing. The first five cuts left me in tears. At the time, 
it was gut-wrenching. Now, I would say I loved having been a part of it. It taught me, as a writer, some 
lessons of things I can avoid the next time around, and gave me respect for what happens in post-production.” 
Through the four years it took to complete “Still Green,” both Lloyd and Menides worked in other  
capacities to broaden their knowledge of producing in an effort to prepare for the future. 

As Uncovered Productions preps their next feature, a Menides’ script called “Inside the Butterfly Net,” 
they’ve begun considering how to diversify their roles. Although their decisions to fulfill many  
production roles was determined by budgetary constraints, they enjoyed the control they had over those 
functions and the experiences they gained through every step of the film’s process. “It will be a little odd 
with a bigger crew.” 

Georgia, talk to Herb Solow about the original Star Trek budget and crew!! You have lived his  
experience. Congratulations to all of you!

Food for Thought from Thomas Jefferson
“When we get piled upon one another in large cities, as in Europe, we shall become as corrupt as Europe.”
“The democracy will cease to exist when you take away from those who are willing to work and give to 
those who would not.”
“It is incumbent on every generation to pay its own debts as it goes. A principle which if acted on would 
save one-half the wars of the world.”
“I predict future happiness for Americans if they can prevent the government from wasting the labors of 
the people under the pretense of taking care of them.”
“My reading of history convinces me that most bad government results  from too much government.”
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“The strongest reason for the people to retain the right to keep and bear arms is, as a last resort, to  
protect themselves against tyranny in government.”
“The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and tyrants.”
“To compel a man to subsidize with his taxes the propagation of ideas which he disbelieves and abhors 
is sinful and tyrannical.”

The First Super Maxi-Mini Reunion of This Quintile! September 12, 13, 14 and 15 
at The Mountain View Grand Resort and Spa in Whitefield, New Hampshire with 
John and Lore Dodge Planning The Gala Event. 
 

For more details on what promises to be a spectacular Maximum MiniReunion, email Lore Dodge at 
redheadpalmbeach@yahoo.com. Make your own room reservations if you would. The rate structure for 
the weekend, and several days prior and post reunion, is noted below and the Resort can be reached at 
http://www.mountain-viewgrand.com/ 
or MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD WHITEFIELD, NH, 03598 866.484.3843

Standard Guestroom—$160/night plus tax.     Superior Guestroom—$188/night plus tax 
Deluxe Guestroom—$237/night plus tax     Suite—$409/night plus tax.  

And finally, a great quote from our Great Communicator, 
Donald Carpenter Goss

“Without love life is merely existence; 
with love life is truly a vision of Heaven”

mailto:redheadpalmbeach@yahoo.com
mailto:imdecker32@bellsouth.net



