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HELLO and Gooooood Morning 
�53!!!!!!! 
 
Welcome to the First Edition of the 1953 NEWsletter for the rest of our lives, or for my 
term with the pen, whichever comes first!!!.  This edition is dedicated exclusively to the 
55th Reunion at which we set all the records for Dartmouth classes for all time.  You will 
read more of that later, and in detail in Reunion Letter II.  Ho-hum; just another Blue 
Ribbon [spelled Green] for everything that You and You, and You and You, and You 
made happen.   

The operative word for the 1953 55th is Joy.  Joy in seeing life long friends, Joy in 

remembering those who have gone on to the great Bema in the Heavens, Joy for the 

times we are having right now, Joy in being part of an Experience, the Dartmouth 

Experience, that began in 1949 for some, and long before for others.  Joy, Joy, 
Joy!! 
As our inimitable Class Poet and Philosopher, Fred Whittemore, observed in his 
impromptu chat at one of our luncheons, �simply fol low the A, B, C�s of life.�  And, to 

the Class� credit, we have accepted the challenge, we have been loyal to the 
legacy, and we keep calling collect!  Those calls used to come from either my 
kids or my pastor around eight in the evening, and we knew that either one would cost us 
a lot of money.  Thanks Fred, calling collect! 
Bob Malin, aka affectionately as Mole, and a Commodore in the Inland Waterway 
Flotilla, made a sage observation on the unique nature and character of this Class of 1953 
when he observed �We�ve become so accustomed to our  self-anointed (albeit justly 
deserved) eminence as Dartmouth�s greatest alumni Class that we sometimes fail to recall 
our uninspiring performance as undergraduates. Perhaps it�s apocryphal,[Mole knows 
such big words] but the story that Admissions Dean Stearns Morse felt it necessary to 
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apologize to John Sloan Dickey gained wide currency well before we ’53s 
graduated. Not that we didn�t have some notable scholars and athletes, but as a Class we 
weren�t over-populated in either category (or any other identifiable group excellence). 
Even Smith and Holyoke, astute judges of comparables then as now, didn�t rank us high, 
except perhaps for Carnival.  In a sense, it took Ike to provide our first enduring 
distinction.  
  
Our humility served us well for we exited Hanover with no sense of entitlement but with 
a broadly-shared realization that we had few laurels to rest on.  Maybe that awareness 
energized us and propelled us forward, both individually and as a Class, and now we can 
reflect with both manly pride and quiet satisfaction on what we accomplished--for  
ourselves, for our Class and for Dartmouth. 
 
Future curious students on the Hanover Plain may wonder why the Class of 
1953 has a named building.  I hope at least some will take pains to find 
out.�   Thanks Mole! 
 
No one, but no one, could express this phenomenon more eloquently than Mole.  Your 
scribe�s observations over the years were simply that we had consistent mediocrity in 
everything with the exception of nearly 60 years of being undefeated in �party.�  
�Dartmouth�s in Town Again!� 
 

 And above is the guy who kept tabs on our social obligations at Rahar�s over the years.  
Grady was able to keep track of John and he sends his well wishes looking for 
�Dartmouth to be In Town Again.�   
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A wee bit on the mechanics of the NEW Newsletter and we seek your critique on all of it 
as we engage the Class News with NEWNESS!   
 * We will send print and electronic copies of this edition, covering all aspects of 
the reunion, to all.  We plan a second reunion issue to accommodate all of your pictures.  

*  We will utilize the next edition later in the summer to catch up on all of the past 
news delayed during the transition from GOODBYE by Goss to HELLO by Halloran and 
will also send that out electronically and in print.  G to H, we are just so alphabetical! 

* We plan to release as many electronic issues as there is �News Fit to Print� and 
will combine several into a print release so that six editions of the print copy are 
distributed during the year. 

* As the Class becomes more familiar with the new process, and as individuals 
agree to delete themselves from the paper copy list, we will do so in the interest of 
preserving trees and the good humor of the new Dartmouth �53 Staff. 

.* At present we have 253 e-recipients and will attempt, with help from ALL, 
over the next year to double that size, but there will always be print copy for those that 
prefer it that way.  [The current email list of attendees is included in this letter.] 

* There will be lots of references to our Website for items too cumbersome for 
dial up internet connectivity to handle.  You can take or leave those fascinating items 
when you and your internet connection are so disposed.  Spelled differently, get Cable! 

* Since transitioning from a salesman to a nerd, I also married a fellow Geek, so if 
you are having problems with any aspect of this wonderful world of electronic postal 
service, send us a note and my mentor will solve your problem.  Joanne, a just retired 
teacher of computer applications to high school students, has taught me a great deal about 
this technology, but also observed I was not one of her better students. 
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What a setting in front of Baker Library for the kickoff of this event of JOY! In 
the DVD that our Class Poet Fred Whittemore is preparing for all of you, you can see all 
of the class in social action, and, that is what we are, a social action class of extraordinary 
proportions.  And, in the background, note those lovely, thin, and melodious Decibelles, a 
musical treat anytime but a special one here as we had no Belles  as students during our 
days a bit ago, only deci�s and those we had in abundance, particularly on Saturday night!  
. Thanks Decibelles; we just loved your performance.  And, thanks to classmate 
Marilyn Paganucci for hosting this wonderful party to start the reunion engine �reuning�.  
As best we could determine, everyone attending the reunion made the party so we could 
see what we would be in for!  That will all show up in the forthcoming Reunion DVD. 

 
And, poking around the party was Byron �the By� Men ides with his trusty Kodak 

picking up some happy shots of  Nancy and Gabby Gabianelli, and Tim Thomas, and also 



 4 

our Great Issues organizer, Chuck Reilly, along with Dick Cahn, and Bill and Jean 
Vitalis.  This was just a great way to start the party and check out the DVD for much 
more action when it arrives at your mailbox.  

 
 

 
 


