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Greetings to All Again.
We’re Back!  And Bringing You All the 1953 “News That’s Fit to 
Print!”  And, Maybe Some Otherwise.  Stay Tuned!

•	 First, the completion and transfer to the College of the 1953 Charitable Trust presented to 
President Jim Wright at Reunion, supported by the contributions of about 250 of the Class as 
well as another 180 contributors from various organizations and individuals, and the number 
keeps growing;

•	 Secondly, the astonishing success of the 55th Reunion 1953 Dartmouth College Fund drive;
•	 Thirdly, The Moving Celebration of the Class of 1953 Commons Gift, highlighted by the 

presentation of the bust of Pag, the Class Chairman for All Good Things, Fred Whittemore’s 
poem of affection and admiration for Pag, the recitation of a heretofore unheard final verse 
of the Twilight Song, and songs by the Aires that left nary a dry eye in the tent. It is still a 
memorable experience———

•	 And Finally, and Reverently, a Reunion Remembrance Service conducted by our Deacon 
Donald Carpenter Goss and honoring the memory, and the spirit of those who have crossed 
the Silent River.    

THE 1953 CHARITABLE TRUST 
Bob Simpson announced the transfer of $12,000,000 of the 1953 Charitable Trust to the  
College and presented that check to President Jim Wright. The funds from the trust will support 
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the building of the 1953 Commons and the Paul Paganucci Conference Center in the Commons.  
Pag was the original chairman of the Trust some 16 years ago, followed by Bob Malin after 
Pag’s health forced him to step down.  At the 50th Reunion, Bob Simpson picked up the mantel 
and led the team to the final success of the campaign completed last June.  In addition to the 
class participation, there have been over 180 Memorial gifts to the trust for total contributions 
of $4.5 million since 1992, invested adroitly to accumulate the $12 million presented to Jim 
Wright.  The leaders of the campaign learned their time value of money lesson quite well, and 
the College and all who love her will benefit from this effort, well, forever.

In President Jim Wright’s comments of gratitude for Dartmouth, he reminded us of our graduation 
day, June 14, 1953, when Ike spoke to us as a new friend.  He urged us to make a life of joy and 
courage, “to make something that is joyous” and to have the “courage to look honestly at yourselves 
and your country”. Ike concluded “You are leaders.  You are bound to be leaders.”  Jim concluded 
his remarks by saying that “We stand on the site of what will become of the Class of 1953  
Commons—a gift that will transform life for students on this campus.  On their behalf, and for the  
College you love, I thank you for your long years of involvement, your generosity, and your vision.”

DARTMOUTH ALUMNI FUND DRIVE
Chuck Reilly announced during Reunion that the Class has completed its 55th Reunion  
Dartmouth Alumni Fund drive successfully by meeting, and perhaps exceeding by the time the 
final tally is in, the $1,000,000 goal.  This effort establishes a new 55th Reunion record.  The 
old record was held by the Class of 1952 at the $860,000 level, so we broke the record “BIG 
TIME”!  Thanks to the 67% of our Classmates who contributed.  Your support is appreciated 
deeply by Dartmouth College, by the students on campus, by our marvelous faculty, by all  
Dartmouth Alumnae, and by the Class of 1953, Dartmouth’s finest.  And a special thanks to 
Chuck and his team for their extraordinary leadership in this success.

THE CELEBRATION OF THE 1953 COMMONS AND THOSE 
WHO LED US TO “SUCH LOVE.”
Your scribe is fourth generation Dartmouth, preceded and succeeded  by family members in the 
Classes of 1891, 1912, 1917, 1919 [my father], 1936. 1951 [my brother]. 1953 and 1983.  When 
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College selection time came, the matter was not even discussed!  The Dartmouth Experience is  
imbued in the family’s hearts and minds, indeed their souls as well.  However, with all that love 
of Dartmouth, never, but never have we experienced the love that poured out of all the speakers 
and participants at the 1953 Commons ceremony, for Pag, of course, and for what had been  
accomplished by his vision.  One felt he too was there with us, as he certainly was in spirit.  No 
one loved the Dartmouth Experience more than Pag, no one.  The unveiling of the bust of Pag 
by Marilyn focused all of us on the manifestation of love that so many in this marvelous class 
have for the College and for each other and our families.  And, when our Class Poet and  
Philosopher, Fred Whittemore, recited his poem of dedication to Pag, well, the world stopped 
spinning for a few minutes.  Here are some of the precious words from that poem:
	
	 “Years ago when this school was all male,
	 A round lad from Maine arrived like a gale.
	 He romped through the College with grades that were great
	 Even Tuck could not slow a record first rate.

	 Through the years with humor, he’s kept our thoughts keen,
	 He’s pushed us when needed, but never been mean,
	 The thing we remember is that when there was a need,
	 He helped, didn’t hurt, and made others succeed”

Fred Whittemore accompanies Marilyn Paganucci at the unveiling of our all time Class Hero,  
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And Jim Wright, a close friend of Pag’s all these years, admires the likeness of his dear friend 
and great teacher, Paul Paganucci

AND WHO MADE THIS ALL POSSIBLE?.  YOU DID!
CATCHING UP ON OTHER NEWS

Fall Mini-Reunion Schedule post Football Games, and  
Homecoming Dinner Event Schedule [also on Web site]

September 27th:	New Hampshire.  Post game at Russ and Marge Cook’s

October 11th:	 Yale.  Post game at Donna and Chuck Reilly’s

October 17th:	 Homecoming Bonfire, Dartmouth Night

October 18th:	� Class meeting at Phil Beekman’s 
Holy Cross

November 1st:	 Harvard.  Post game hosted by the Kennedy’s and Cahn’s

November 15th:	 Brown.  Post game hosted by the Siegal’s

All games start at 12:30 PM.
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And, More News
Received a delightful note from our Movie Mogul, Herb Solow, which echoed the thoughts of 
many of us—“-retirement is one of the most destructive words in the English or anyone’s  
language.”  Herb and Harrison commute between their home in Wales and California, both are 
writers and Harrison is a prominent university lecturer sought after by many colleges and  
universities around the world.  Herb is still consulting on film projects to sustain his incred-
ible impact on the modern movie business when he was involved with Star Trek while Head of 
MGM.  It has been a while since Herb and Harrison have visited the Hanover Plain and he  
expressed a possibility that during the autumn, after Harrison lectures at Harvard, they might 
have the opportunity to visit “the College on the Hill.”  Keep us posted on your itinerary Herb, 
and so good to hear from you.

Donald Carpenter Goss keeps a stream of notes pouring out from “The Falls of Rivers Edge.”  
It is so good to have him back on the staff of ’53 Out as our star reporter in the Dartmouth  
region!  Don writes “The Class owes a debt of gratitude to several classmates who worked on 
the 55th Reunion Memorial Service.  The Ushers were Dr. Mark Smoller, Owen Cote, Fred  
England, and Jay Montgomery, and they also ushered the 1953 Commons dedication service 
which followed the Memorial service.  Bobbie Smoller and Lillian handled the distribution of 
275 “thank you” announcements for our classmate widows Nancy Alger, Linda Hering, Judge 
Barbara Jones and Beverly McCarthy who provided the flowers for the ceremony.  The flowers 
were later provided to a home for the homeless after our service.  And, lest we never forget, the 
one and only Angus Cunningham and his pipes preceded the Memorial Service and led the  
parade to the 1953 Commons dedication immediately thereafter.  Thanks to you one and all.
Don gave us a great report about the tennis prowess of our Len Gochman, whose career as an  
actor is superb.  Len managed to get into the finals of his club’s mixed doubles tennis tournament 
as, by far , the oldest contestant at 77.  Awesome Lenny.  Don also asked me to pass along his 
thanks for the lovely gifts he received at Reunion from the Class.  “Dear Classmates…I want to 
take this opportunity to thank  each of you for the wonderful gifts you gave me at our Reunion 
banquet in recognition of my 30 years of sharing your remarkable lives through “53 OUT”  Your 
thoughtfulness is much appreciated and will be remembered forever.  Thank you”  And , Don , 
I am sure I speak for this entire class that your service and love for this class and our families is 
unsurpassed.  Thank you a million times over. 

�Don also requested that I pass on to the class to send any obits that appear in their  
newspapers to Donald Carpenter Goss, 20 Apple Blossom Drive, “The Falls at Rivers Edge”. 
West Lebanon, NH 03784. 

Dan Boyd dropped us a wonderful note shortly after reunion and at that time was busy keep-
ing his ranch irrigated so that the wild fires of Oregon would not creep up on him.  Dan spent a 
distinguished career in the Marine Corps and settled outside of Ashland, Oregon to live life, to 
quote Dan, “in the slow lane.”  Joanne and I have visited several times and Kim and Dan have a 
lovely ranch on the hills of Oregon that is most pleasant.  We have enjoyed our tours around the 
state with them and look forward to another visit when we get back to our time share, and our 
daughter, husband, and grandson—Jack Rainier Lederer—in the Northwest.  It is just so  
delightful out there in the summer months.  
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Nice note from Gil Shapiro after the reunion, encouraging more and better newsletters, and 
well wishes for orthopedic success—which happened in NYC in July.  I am most fortunate.  
Gil is an orthopedic surgeon, now retired, but part of a community in the medical field that has 
brought so much revitalization to lives after “the joints” age.  Thanks Gil, and to all your  
colleagues as well, for restoring so many lives to full capacity, including my own.

Tom Wilson writes a cogent note about the current governance issues surrounding the College.  
“I was sorry to miss reunion due to some medical issues which I believe are largely resolved.  
However, they did not prevent me from being part of the Dartmouth Undying gang, which I 
was happy to see that you supported.  Having won the latest AOA election, the task is now to 
convince the trustees and administration that unless some genuine reforms are instituted in our 
governance process [including a huge dose of transparency and veracity] it is going to be  
difficult to hold onto the support of a majority.  Stopping the law suit was clearly a popular  
issue, but now it’s gone.  And, I suspect that, as Tom Bloomer states, there is still an underlying 
body of cumulative dissatisfaction with the process by which governance decisions have been 
made.  I would be surprised if a candidate who otherwise meets the qualification for succeeding 
Jim Wright would seriously consider an offer unless he or she were assured that the board  
expansion plan was not going to be quickly implemented.”  Comments for Tom’s statement can 
be sent to his e-mail address tomwilsonjr@yahoo.com.

Chuck Reilly sent us a copy of the letter of thanks sent by Jim Wright regarding the Class of 
1953 Commons facility.  That letter stated in part “The Class of 1953 Commons will transform 
life on our campus, strengthening our community and offering much need space for undergraduate 
events and socializing.  You have given our students an inspiring example of commitment to  
this special place—a great accomplishment that will be remembered in an outstanding building 
and that will become part of the Dartmouth lore!  You and your fellow ‘53’s have my deep  
appreciation for your important legacy of giving to the College.”  Thanks Jim.

Phil Beekman, our quintessential Olympic star in everything he does, was awarded the  
Dartmouth Alumni Award during reunion.  The closing paragraph of the citation for Phil read 
“Ernest Martin Hopkins ’01, the first recipient of the Dartmouth Alumni Award, once said ‘to 
understand life and to seek genuine satisfaction from it is to accept responsibility and to meet  
the demand of responsibility.’  We could not have described your life, Phil Beekman, any  
better than this.  In recognition of the contributions you have made to society, your community, 
your family, your class, and your alma mater, we are immensely proud to present you with the 
Dartmouth Alumni Award.”

Great letter from Ron Scheman describing the new company he has organized, iMallsGlobal, 
which is opening the international highway for e-commerce, a highway that presently stops at the 
US border.  Ron’s thesis is that the dynamics of the emerging markets, particularly in Latin Amer-
ica, do not recognize that the supply chain is primitive.  To grow and produce more value added 
small business needs access to global markets.  Ron foresees that just as the developing world 
jumped from no phones to cell phones, so too will they jump from virtually no production choice 
to Internet shopping.  For US vendors iMalls will make international sales as easy as domestic 
sales.  What an exciting idea and Ron advises to understand it better, check www.imallsglobal.com.   

mailto:tomwilsonjr@yahoo.com
www.imallsglobal.com
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Ron also wrote a profound article in 2007 entitled Immigration and the Looming U.S.  
Demographic Crisis.  With all of the hoopla about immigration by the politicians, and then  
doing nothing, the views our Latin American expert Ron expresses in this article are stimulating, 
a catalyst to very useful discussion and study, and profoundly important in the global economy 
and global world.  You can find the article at www.theglobalist.com.  A free registration is  
required to access the article.  Thanks Ron.

A fascinating note from Rodger Ewy about one of the most unique 
of concerts ever held, “The Boulder Philharmonic Art String 
Project”.  Fifteen artists, including Rodger,  were given an 
excellent but unfinished violin.  Each undertook to make 
a work of art of their fiddle.  Rodger took a handful of 
photographs he had made of the gorgeous Boulder 
Dushanbe Teahouse, had them reproduced on a 
special plastic for a durable surface and pasted 
them to the prepainted violin.  At right and 
on the back cover are some pictures of 
Rodger’s art on both fiddle and  
electric guitar, and they are  
fascinating.  Thanks Rodger.

At the Celebration of the 
1953 Commons, our Class 
Poet Fred Whittemore recited a 
verse from the Twilight Song that 
was never included in that glorious 
song written in 1924. It seems like just the 
thought from the heart we need to close this 
latest of letters to you, Dartmouth’s finest.

	 “Other days are very near us, as we sing here soft and low,
	 We can almost hear the voices of the boys of long ago.
	 They are scattered now, these brothers, up and down the world they roam
	 Some have gone to lands far distant, from the dear old college home
	 Some have crossed the silent river, they are looking down tonight
	 And the thought of these old brothers, makes our love now burn so bright.”

HAVE A GREAT FOOTBALL SEASON  
AND HOMECOMING. SEE YOU NEXT TIME!!

Dave and Bill

www.theglobalist.com


Rodger Ewy’s artwork reproduced on a special  
plastic for a durable surface and pasted onto 
this guitar


