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Paul Merriken and Shirley Tenney are planning a lively mini-reunion in Asheville, 
N.C., September 15-18.  Among our stops will be the spectacular Biltmore Estate, 
featuring this remarkable 250-room French Renaissance chateau built by Com-
modore George Vanderbilt and finished in 1895. Already nearly three dozen class-
mates have indicated they’ll be there! Join us! See the detailed announcement and 
reservations information overleaf. This will be our last off-campus mini-reunion 
before the 60th reunion in Hanover, June 15-18, 2015, with the class of 1960.



                       MINI REUNION ASHEVILLE, N.C.
                          Monday, September 15 – Thursday, September 18, 2014
                                              
    The event begins with dinner on Monday the 15th and ends with breakfast on the 18th. 
The Renaissance is our host hotel where we’ll start with dinner in the rooftop dining room.

     The Renaissance is located in the heart of downtown Asheville, a thriving art commu-
nity. The hotel has 271 rooms on 12 floors with spectacular mountain views from every 
window. Check in is 4 p.m. and check out is 11 a.m. Guest rooms have complimentary 
wireless, and the hotel has a recreation and fitness center and complimentary parking. 

    To make your reservation at the Renaissance call 1-800-468-3571 and ask to reserve in 
the Dartmouth College Class of 1955 Reunion block of rooms. All reservations must be 
accompanied by a first night room deposit guaranteed with a major credit card. The cost 
per night is $203.52 including taxes. Single and double occupancy is at the same rate. Re-
serve by July 1.

     Classmates who have indicated interest in attending the mini-reunion:

Rosemary Pluto, Joe’s wid-
ow, says life is lonely since 
his death four years ago. “He 
was always so proud to say he 
went to Dartmouth. He was 
a wonderful man and father.” 
Rosemary lives in The Vil-
lages, Florida. Phone 352-
720-4129.

Don Charbonnier 
Alexander Clark
Dave Conlan
Jack Doyle
Bob Edwards
Miles Garrod
Woody Goss
Lou Hance
Nick Kotz
Ken Lundstrom
Joe Mathewson

Tom McGreevey
Dave Miller
Sandy Phillips
Ralph Sautter
Will Stratton
Jack Welsh
Jim Wiggin
Howard Zelikow
Roger Young (tentative; 
he’s recovering from 
neck surgery)

Gus Aberle
Neal Allen
Marty Aronson
Joe Bachman
John Baldwin
Gerry Bernstein
Dick Blodgett
John Braestrup
Betty Brady
Peter Buhler
Frank Carlton

Questions? Betty Brady, doverhugh@comcast.net or 508-785-0790          

Gus Aberle writes: “Sorry 
to not get to the Oct. party. I 
missed you guys! I am very 
busy with my two daughters and 
one niece. I’ll be at Northwest-
ern Hospital in Chicago in Janu-
ary re my aphasia.” Gus is in 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio. gusaberle@
roadrunner.com, 440-318-1538.

Peter Packard re-
ports that he moved 
into Brewster Place in 
Topeka. “Betsy and I 
are enjoying the many 
amenities of not having 
to keep up with all the
responsibilities of home 
ownership.”



    Tom’s new course is History of the U.S. Movie 
Industry: from kinescope and nickleodeon to a 
focus on the development of the industry in the 
1950s including the studios that evolved into 
the major producers such as MGM and Para-
mount, and the creation of the star system in the 
1930s, ’40s and ’50s that led to the industry of 
today. Tom’s father and mother met while work-
ing for Paramount in the late 1920s. His dad was 
active in the industry until the late 1950s. 
    Tom was a chemistry major and denies a mi-
nor in Nugget flicks although he does admit to 
keeping up on the major releases of the time.       
                                               -- Ken Lundstrom

    Former Glee Clubber Tom Schoonmaker is still 
in good voice. He recently did a marvelous solo 
of “I am the very model of a modern Unitarian” 
(apologies to Gilbert & Sullivan). Go to: http://
youtu.be/fNjLz0-70ZA. [Tip provided by Harry 
Weil.]
     As he related in our 50th reunion book, Tom 
dropped out of the business world at age 35 to 
devote himself to a variety of almost everything 
imaginable: music, gardening, tennis, lapidary 
work, painting, ceramics, jewelry making, fishing, 
chuch work (both “pops” and “serious” solos in 
the choir) and travel. Whew! On the side, Tom car-
ried on a consulting business until 10 years ago.

Tom McGreevey still teaches 
In Duke’s Adult Education

Tom Schoonmaker still sings:
Watch this hilarious video

John Baldwin 
snapped these pho-
tos on a hike near 
his home. “It is so 
gorgeous in the High 
Sierra this time of 
year, before snow. 
I believe we came 
here because in 
many many ways, it 
is Hanover.”

Alan Andersen, who 
captained our golf team, 
reports proudly that his 
family “golfing tradition 
continues. My grand-
daughter just received a 
golf free ride at Colorado 
State University starting 
next fall.” Al is a retired 
American Airlines pilot, 
living in Dallas. aander-
sen@prodigy.net.

Ted Hollingworth is in his 50th year 
of teaching communication studies at 
Emerson College in Boston, and in 
his 30th year at Harvard’s Extension 
School. He also finds time for consult-

ing and lecturing at government 
agencies, other colleges and 
universities, private organiza-
tions and not-for-profits.“Busy! 
Terrific!”
ted_hollingworth@emerson.edu.

     Nick ’s latest book is The Harness Maker’s Dream: Nathan Kallison and the Rise of South Texas. It’s 
the story of how his grandfather fled murderous Cossacks and vicious anti-Semitism in czarist Russia to 
seek freedom and opportunity in America. 
      His journey took him a road less traveled from the tiny village of Ladyzhinka to a Chicago ghetto 
to San Antonio, Texas, when that Wild West city was reinventing itself. There Nathan grew his small 
harness shop into the largest farm and ranch supply store in the Southwest and—a 
rarity among Jews in America—founded a pioneering ranch that became a living 
laboratory for modern agricultural practices. Together with his remarkable family, 
this once-penniless immigrant aided the growth of the Lone Star State.   
     Nick comments: “After many years as a journalist—investigating presidents, 
congressmen, and labor union officials, examining the military-industrial complex, 
civil rights and social justice issues—I never imagined that the most challenging 
and rewarding story would be about my own family.”
     The book is warmly endorsed by Jim Lehrer, Dan Rather, Ken Burns and Bob Schieffer.

 Write on: Nick Kotz on a Jew in Texas



                          By Harry Ambrose

     My decision to attend Dartmouth was literally dic-
tated by my father. Having earned an NROTC schol-
arship, I would receive full tuition credit. He wisely 
felt it should represent the greatest value if done at the 
best college possible.
    A few of us were not even 18 years old but it was 
like falling off of a log to obtain alcohol in Hanover 
as an undergrad. I recall buying my first six-pack at 
Tanzi’s shortly after arrival on campus and not being 
questioned about age. I came from a state where beer 
consumption was allowed at 18 so it was not unusual. 
However, the legal age in New Hampshire was 21. I 
think the authorities including both the College and 
town officials (must have included Pres. Dickey) de-
cided to not enforce this one for beer. It was enforced 
for alcohol, although I was served martinis at the 
Hanover Inn at a pledge banquet at age 19.
     One could speculate about the underlying causes of 
this, including the relatively recent end of Prohibition 
and World War II. One could also reason that the au-
thorities knew we would be socializing the rest of our 
lives and wanted to prepare us. In any event, heavy 
drinking was very common. One could call Tanzi at 9 
p.m. and at a cost of $9 have a quarter keg delivered 
to your fraternity house within 15 minutes.
     The only significant move against alcohol I can 
remember was the ruling about not being able to 
drink outside the houses. This ruling was made by 
Dean Neidlinger and it caused a bit of a riot when a 
large group of students went to his house one night to 
protest. The riot ended when Al Reich went onto his 
porch and asked us to disperse.
    Fortunately for us the use of recreational drugs was 
as yet unheard of then. However, I do wish that there 
had been more of an effort made to educate us on 
the potential dangers of too much alcohol, especially 
including mixing drinking with driving.
    Ed Willi deserves high marks for his efforts on 
alcohol awareness.
    Thank God for hangovers! The threat of getting one 
finally caused me to put a strict limit of two drinks per 
day and none at noon. I just wish this had come about 
much earlier in my life.

                      By Newell Stultz

     Something happened today again for the second 
time in about a month here in small-town Bar-
rington, R.I.  Seeing me wearing (as I do very oc-
casionally) my “USS Forrestal CVA-59” navy blue 
baseball cap, a complete stranger came up to me in 
public, stuck out his hand to shake mine, and said, 
“I want to thank you for your military service.” I 
indicated that yes, I had served in the Navy, and 
on the Forrestal, but that this was a very long time 
ago. But by then the stranger had moved on. My 
cap-wearing seemed--to me at least--“appropriate” 
when for some years (until a few years ago) the 
long-decommissioned Forrestal itself was tied up at 
a government pier in Middletown, R.I.  
     When greeted by well-meaning and respectful 
“others,” I’m pleased but at the same time feel a bit 
of an imposter. I am, as many of you will remem-
ber, the son of a career Navy chaplain. I was com-
missioned as an ensign actually on the USMC base 
at Parris Island, S.C., for that’s where my parents 
were living at the time in December 1956. Absent 
my NROTC scholarship I would not have gone to 
Dartmouth. I spent about a year and a half on the 
Forrestal (for a while in charge of all the lookouts-
-on an aircraft carrier there are quite a few), then to 
a pretty cushy job on an admiral’s staff for a while 
before spending my final three months of active 
duty walking the endless halls of the Pentagon.
    But does this amount truly to “service” in the 
sense employed by those using the word in their 
sincere thanks to me for my own? I have never 
been on a Navy ship in wartime, and am very 
conscious that about a decade after I left the For-
restal in 1958, a terrible fire on the ship while in the 
South China Sea nearly sank her. 
    Perhaps what I should do is not anguish any 
longer about having been a peacetime sailor, but 
simply stop wearing  my Forrestal cap. Still, I have 
always been glad to have had the chance to actually 
be in the Navy, and notwithstanding a few bouts 
of mild seasicknes, to wear, as the Naval Academy 
anthem boasts, the “Navy blue and gold.”

 Reflections, by 2 brought to Dartmouth by NROTC



John Dickey, Liberal Arts and Great 
Issues
Saville Davis, News versus History
Lester Markel, Our Own Iron Curtains
Michael Choukas, Propaganda by Any 
Other Name
Charles A. Siepmann, The Public and 
Informed Opinion
Arthur M. Wilson, Democracy in 
America
Henry J. Taylor, Looking Ahead at 
Home and Abroad
Laurence Radway, Liberalism: Agen-
da and Prospects
Norman Thomas, Government for the 
People
Robert K. Carr, The Search for a Sat-
isfactory Balance: the Threat to Indi-
vidual Freedom

Leonard D. White, The Federal Se-
curity Loyalty Program
Robert Morris, The Search for a 
Satisfactory Balance: the Threat to 
National Security
Roy Larsen, The Public and the Pub-
lic Schools
John Wolfenden, The World’s Future 
Energy Needs and Resources
Lloyd V. Berkner, Social Adjustment 
to the Technological Revolution
William Gomberg, The Responsibili-
ties of Labor
Stephen K. Bailey, Pressure Groups
William J Grede, The Responsibilities 
of Management
George Theriault, Negro-White Re-
lations: The Issue in Perspective

  Great Issues Speakers
           1954-1955

Looking back at these voices from our past, how can we not marvel at the names--fu-
ture Justice Thurgood Marshall, Nobelists Harold Urey and Paul Samuelson, arts icons 
Robert Frost, Vincent J. Scully, Jr. and Al Capp, statesmen John J. McCloy, Chester 
Bowles and Andrew Cordier, seminal writers Barbara Ward and Harrison Salisbury--
not to mention John Dickey himself and stars of our own faculty. Also, reflect on the 
prescient topics they addressed, amazingly relevant historically and some, like energy 
and race relations and national security, still today. So as you muse and marvel at this 
rich intellectual feast to which we were treated, please write a recollection of who or 
what comments by them moved you at the time so that you remember them still today, 
and send it to josephmathewson@gmail.com. Thanks! [With appreciation, once again, 
to Pat Cope and her colleagues at the Rauner Library.]

   (more, much more, on the other side; save this page)



Thurgood Marshall, Negro-White 
Relations: Integration in Education
Al Capp, Things as I See Them
John Kemeny, Scientific Method in 
the Social Sciences
Fritz Machlup, The Social Sciences: 
Their Logic, Methods, and Applica-
tions
Harold C. Urey, Technology and 
Politics in the 20th Century
John Dickey, The Relation of Domes-
tic to Foreign Affairs
Barbara Ward, The Challenge of 
Coexistence
Paul A. Samuelson, A New Look at 
America’s International Economic 
Problem
John Gazley, The United Nations: 
Background and Character
Andrew W. Cordier, The United Na-
tions: Evolution of a Decade
Gordon Wright, Forces for Unity and 
Discord in Western Europe
Francois Charles-Roux, Franco-Ger-
man Relations 
Werner von Holleben, Franco-Ger-
man Relations
Daniel Marx, Technical Assistance: 
Response to a Challenge
John J. McCloy, Some Aspects of 
Our Foreign Policy
Dimitri von Mohrenschildt, Commu-
nism: Theory and Practice

Harrison Salisbury, Report from 
Russia
Wing-tsit Chan, Forces for Unity and 
Discord in the Far East
Susanne K. Langer, The Cultural 
Importance of the Arts
Vincent J. Scully, Jr., Meaning in 
Modern Architecture
James A. Sykes, The Dilemma of 
Modern Music
Churchill P. Lathrop, Brief Remarks 
on the Great Issues Art Exhibit
Richard E. Wagner, The Evolution of 
a Painting
Henry B. Williams, “Contrast”, 
“Fashion”, and “Silk Stockings”--To-
ward an American Repertory
Agnes E. Meyer, The Price of Free-
dom Today
George E. Gardner, Personality De-
terminants of Social Effectiveness
Chester Bowles, America Faces the 
Uncommitted World of Africa and 
Asia
Maurice Mandelbaum, A Secular 
View of the Moral Life
G. Bromley Oxnam, Religion, Char-
acter, and Freedom
Kenneth A. Robinson, Books and the 
Bad Life
Robert Frost, On Taking Tom Paine
John Dickey, The Outlook



Lives of Fifty-Fives
JOSEPH ANTHONY GAHN died on August 12, 2013 in East Corinth, Vermont. Tony 
graduated from Hoosick Falls High School before entering Dartmouth. As an undergradu-
ate he joined Sigma Phi Epsilon and was a member of the Interfraternity Treasurers Coun-
cil, D.C.U., Glee Club and A.F.R.O.T.C. Tony attended Tuck in 1956 but did not gradu-
ate. He subsequently received a Master’s from S.U.N.Y. Albany in1960 and a Ph.D. from 
Syracuse in 1966. He taught at Dickinson College. He is survived by his wife Elaide and 
three daughters. A brother Paul was in the Dartmouth class of 1961.                                    
                                                                              -- Submitted by  R.J. Hastings ’55, M.D.  

V-ball, swimming results
With ’55-sponsored athletes

    Junior Ali Savage was a unanimous All-Ivy First 
Team selection for the second year in a row.
    Ali has now claimed a spot on the all-conference 
team in each of her three seasons in Hanover, with 
her second-straight appearance on the first team. For 
the second consecutive year, Ali was just one of four 
players to make the team unanimous-
ly as voted on by the league’s head 
coaches.
    The Australian finished the season 
tied for the league lead in both points 
(39) and assists (9), and second in 
goals (15). Her 39 points were three 
shy of tying Dartmouth’s single-season record of 
42, and tied for fourth in total-points ranking. The 
15 goals was the sixth-best output by any Big Green 
player in four decades, with 12 coming via four hat 
tricks, helping Ali tie both the program’s single-sea-
son mark (4) as well as the career record (6).
    In addition, Ali was tabbed as an All-Northeast 
Region First Team Selection as announced by the Na-
tional Field hockey Coaches Association (NFHCA). 
It was the second consecutive season she has earned 
NFHCA All-Northeast First Team honors.

     Volleyball finished 4-10 among the Ivies 
with a final game win over Columbia No-
vember 16.  Molly Kornfeind ’17 led the 
team in kills in earlier wins over Harvard 
and Princeton.
    The team had only two seniors and four 
juniors, so with the good recruiting classes, 
the future should be brighter. 
    Brett Gillis ’16 finished 5th in the 3-meter 
diving and third in the 1-meter diving event 
in a win over Cornell and a loss to Harvard 
in a combinied meet on November 15.
                                          -- Ken Lundstrom

Ali Savage ’15 Again Voted
All-Ivy in Field Hockey

Haaken Mathiesen reports from Tons-
berg, Norway: “I am still skiing but no 
ski-jumping. . . In summer lots of gar-
dening and a little golf. Both Tone and I 
are enjoying good health and I hope the 
same with you!”



Lou Turner Returns to Gridiron!!!
    Our football captain writes:

    On October 26 my wife Lee and I saw 
Dartmouth beat Columbia, 56-0. Dart-
mouth said it wanted to honor graduates 
who had played football in the 1950s. I 
have the game ball from 1954 when we 
beat Columbia, 26-0. I didn’t think it was 
important to bring it, but it generated a lot 
of interest. The ’50s athletes were treated 
royally. We were given a Dartmouth cap, 
a football blazer and free tickets to the 
game. At halftime we were lined up on the 
field and were introduced one by one. We 
stepped forward and waved while our pic-
ture was displayed on the TV screen at the 
south end of the field. A gentleman went 
down the line shaking hands with each one 
of us. After he shook my hand, I asked the 
person next to me who he was. It was the 
new president of the College.

Also enjoying the win over Columbia: 
Don Charbonnier, son Peter ’84 and 
granddaughter Stephanie, 8 years old.

Lou and the 1954 Columbia game ball, with 
daughter Nancy Turner and son-in-law David 
Cain. 

   A few minutes later, he was standing 
nearby, and I went over to him, showed him 
the game ball, and said that history was re-
peating itself. (At halftime, Dartmouth was 
ahead, 28-0.) When I told him that we never 
won more than three games each season, he 
asked me what our best season was. That 
was a question I had never been asked be-
fore. After the shock of having to respond, 
I said the year we beat Holy Cross. But I 
didn’t mention the embarrassing 42-7 loss 
to Navy the following Saturday.
    The game ball now belongs to my daugh-
ter, who is thrilled to have it. It will have a 
place of honor at her house. At my house in 
Falmouth, it has been in the cellar for the 
past 13 years. lnlturn5557@comcast.net. 
Phone 508-540-3263.

Jim Tremblay reports that “the class of 1955 is well represented at the Country Club of 
Pittsfield,” in western Massachusetts. “Charlie Friedlander, Bill Foggle and I all enjoy 
playing a short, hilly, well groomed course with some frequency. I’m long retired from 
GE, Charlie still working in NYC with a second home in the Berkshires, and Bill is still 
involved in commercial real estate in the Springfield area. Anyone traveling to the Berk-
shires who would like to play at CCP, call me. I’m in the phone book.”


