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Bill Lenderking’s Dilemma:
       Advocating the Unworkable

    That was often Bill’s 
uncomfortable task during 
his half-century of dedicat-
ed government service. In 
his new memoir, Bill tells 
how he and his conscience 
dealt with U.S. and for-
eign journalists in several 
countries--Viet Nam, Italy, 
Peru, and Pakistan, and at 
the UN.
    At our 60th reunion in 
Hanover June 15-18 you’ll 
hear Bill reflect on the 
difficulties inherent in the 
actual execution of U.S. 
foreign policy. He’ll  par-
ticipate in a Great Issues 
panel with other class-
mates steeped in American 
public affairs.
    Another good reason to 
attend! See you there!



Raymond B. Woolson ’55
    Ray Woolson was a caring man. According to Pat, 
his wife of 58 years, Ray cared most about his family, 
but cared a lot about his friends and his college.
    Before he passed away October 24, Ray had a 
chance to enjoy his last Homecoming with his daugh-
ter, Sabin, his sons, Raymond ’81 and Tyler ’85, and 
his grandchildren. Pat said they gathered for a picnic 

near Sphinx before the game and Ray 
was never happier, especially when his 
Big Green won.
    Earlier in the year, Ray celebrated the 
100th year of Dartmouth soccer with 
many of his teammates. They were the 
only undefeated team in Dartmouth his-
tory. They visited with members of this 

year’s team and decided today’s ball is easier to kick. 
Ray enjoyed a reunion this year with buddies from the 
Strategic Air Command, where he was a captain and 
navigator on air-refueling tankers.
   Ray supported many causes, including the Wounded 
Warrior Project, but Pat said she was surprised by the 
number of people who came up to her after his service 
and told her how Ray had helped their lives. “I was in 
a lot of trouble,” one man said. “Mr. Woolson helped 
me straighten out my life, and now I own my own 
business.”
     As an undergraduate Ray majored in sociology and 
was a member of Psi Upsilon, Dragon and AFROTC. 
He completed a graduate degree in Credit and Finan-
cial Management before starting a 32-year banking 
career. He was chief executive of Souhegan National 
Bank in Milford, N.H., and chaired the New Hamp-
shire Bankers Association. He retired to Grantham, 
N.H., near his wife’s home town and even nearer to 
Dartmouth. He wrote in our 50th reunion book:
   “Although it is sometimes difficult to be a loyal 
alumnus these days, I shall likely continue to support 
the College in some way. It provided me and my sons 
with fine educations. Since graduation, I have taken 
good care of our beloved College--better than most—
as a club officer, class agent, alumni interviewer, class 
director and first chairman of our class scholarship 
fund... As we approach the big fiftieth, I have a gor-
geous, wonderful wife, three children who make us 
proud, and eight terrific grandchildren. I stay in touch 
with many Dartmouth friends and go to numerous ath-
letic and cultural events in Hanover. Does it get any 
better than that? I don’t think so.” 

  Lives of Fifty-Fives
J. Robert Edwards ’55
    “Doc Edwards saved my dad’s life in 1974.”
    Those were the words of a grateful son at the ser-
vices for Dr. J. Robert Edwards, who died September 
24 in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
    From the day he arrived in Dartmouth from Farm-
ington, Connecticut, Bob knew he was on the path 
to a career in medicine. He enrolled in the pre-med 
program and majored in zoology-chemistry. He also 
found time to join the Glee Club, DOC and Sigma Nu.
    Bob graduated from Dartmouth and Harvard Med-
ical School before completing residencies in general 
surgery at Mary Hitchcock Hospital and the Universi-
ty of California at San Francisco. With the U.S. Public 
Health Service, he spent three years as a surgeon in 
Viet Nam.
     Although he had a wide range of 
opportunities in major cities, Bob chose 
Auburn, Indiana as the place where he 
wanted to start his practice. He first vis-
ited the town when he went home with 
a friend at Dartmouth during spring 
break. There he met Joyce Nugen, who 
lived next door to his friend.
   Bob married Joyce after Dartmouth and they had 
three children, Duncan, Bruce, and Elizabeth. Unfor-
tunately, Joyce died in 1969. 
    In midlife Bob experienced a spiritual awakening, 
described in our 50th reunion book: “The most sig-
nificant thing that has happened to my life is finally 
developing faith in the Sovereignty of God and Christ 
in my life and work. My life is infinitely better since.”
    Bob married Gladys Heller in 1970. She shared his 
love for sailing, running and cross-country skiing. G 
accompanied him to our 25th and 50th reunions. They 
attended our 2014 mini-reunion in Asheville, N.C.
    After retiring in 2004, Bob continued to serve his 
community, volunteering at a free clinic. He earned an 
MBA to help young doctors with business decisions.
    G said they were leaving a benefit dinner for the 
clinic when a woman asked for directions. “Bob went 
over to help her and just as he started to speak, he 
collapsed.” It was a shock to G, but she felt he left her 
as he had lived his life, serving others. 
                 --Obituaries contributed by Bill Cassell ’55 



JAMES PHILIP DONOHUE passed away on November 5, 2014. A resident of Clinton, 
Massachusetts, “Jimmy” came to Dartmouth from Clinton High School. After graduation, 
he entered Boston University Law School where he received an LL.B. in 1959 and started a 
practice in criminal law. He served on the Massachusetts Superior Court in Boston, having 
been nominated by Governor Edward King in 1979. Prior to this he had served as an assis-
tant district attorney for Worcester County. After 24 years as an associate justice he retired to 
do community, church, and bar association volunteer work. He is survived by his wife of 55 
years, Elizabeth, two sons, two daughters and seven grandchildren.

ERIC JAMES MOORE died in Vista, California, on July 21, 2014. He came from New Trier 
High School in Winnetka, Ill. Eric left college and became a Navy fighter pilot. After service, 
he became an environmental horticulturist for several nurseries in the San Diego area and 
started his own business in the 1980s. For twenty years he served as a project consultant in 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, UAE, Iran, Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon. In 1986 he was one of a 
five-man team for a fact-finding tour of Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Turkey. Eric is the author of 
“Gardening in the Middle East,” published in 1986. A resident of North County, San Diego, 
he was a member of the Kiwanis,  Elks and Lions Clubs and served as president of the Cali-
fornia Association of Nurserymen. He is survived by his wife Deanne, three children
and seven grandchildren.                 --Submitted by R. J. Hastings ’55, M.D.

ROBERT GILMORE HADLEY died July 15, 2014. Bob entered Dartmouth from Upper Ar-
lington High School in Columbus, Ohio. He majored in economics and joined Phi Delta The-
ta, becoming president in his senior year. Following graduation and Army service, he spent 
his career as an insurance executive. He eventually headed his own agency and was active in 
local organizations and nationwide insurance groups. Bob was especially active in the Colum-
bus Tennis Association, having won several city championships. A long time member of the 
Upper Arlington Zoning Board and a supporter of the Columbus Speech and Hearing Center, 
Bob was also affiliated with the Ohio School for the Deaf through his daughter Ruth. Prede-
ceased by his wife of 57 years, Nancy, he’s survived by daughters Elisabeth, Ruth and Sarah, 
and several grandchildren. Dartmouth relatives include brothers Ben Hadley Jr. ’52, T ’53 and 
William C. Hadley ’60, T ’61, and a nephew, B. Scott Hadley ’80.

JOHN PERCIVAL MEYER died on November 11, 2014. John came to the 
Green from Westfield High School, Massachusetts. At Dartmouth he majored in 
economics, joined Phi Kappa Psi, the Glee Club and the Dart. A member of Air 
Force ROTC, after graduation he was stationed in England where he married 
his wife, a recent Holyoke graduate. Upon returning to the States, John entered 
Wharton Business School. He joined the corporate world, working chiefly in the 
paper processing industry. John helped found and became president of Hamilton 
Hybar, a company headquartered in Richmond, Virginia. He was disabled by 
a stroke 20 years ago. John was pre-deceased by his wife Margaret Mary and 
daughter Mary Elizabeth. Survivors are two sons, two daughters and 14 grand-
children. John was described by his son Will as “the best man I ever knew.” 

John with care-
giver at Asheville



Joe Kagle will show 
this painting, one 
of his five top-prize 
winners at a recent 
international art 
show, at our 60th 
reunion June 15-18. 
Joe says that “color 
is a passion to fill the 
holes in your life and 
a way to fill the emo-
tional gaps in any 
viewer who comes 
to the work of art.” 
Register for reunion 
with Betty Brady: 
doverhugh@com-
cast.net.

   
        A Word to the Wise, from John Baldwin

   As a heart surgeon, I recommend an annual stress/echo/EKG       
   exam (covered by Medicare) to detect an early warning of the  
   “widowmaker” heart attack (left anterior descending coro-         
   nary occlusion). If one can walk and jog just nine minutes,        
   this will show up, pretty much tell the doctor exactly which  
   coronary--right or left--is narrowed, and then on to the           
   angiogram, which we now do through the wrist at the same     
   sitting, stent the narrowing, and home by 4 p.m. the same day.     
       


