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Harry Ambrose Recalls
The Team That Wasn’t

       By Harry Ambrose

     My first introduction to 
Dartmouth was the Freshman 
Trip at Mt. Moosilauke. Since 
I was an avid football player 
in high school I was keen 
to try out for the Dartmouth 
team. As my normal social 
instincts dictated, I sought 
out big guys who looked like 
football players. 

    Continued overleaf



     Thus, Jack Krumpe and Tim Anderson 
were the first two I met. I spent some time 
hiking alone with each of them and got to 
know them well enough to remain friendly 
ever since.
     My football career did not last. It did not 
take me long to realize the superior talent 
with which I was vying. I will never forget 
the moment when I watched Sheldon Yingst 
jump up and strike the crossbar of the goal-
post between his wrist and elbow. This hap-
pened just after I had failed to even reach 
the bar. I handed in my equipment that day 
and became an avid fan cheering the team 
on from the stands.
     However, I was out there long enough to 
get to know and assess the talent we had in 
our class. It was literally awesome. Had it 
not been for so many of them dropping out 
we would have been Ivy League champions.
     At the top of the list was Glenn (Rocky) 
Derr. He was well over 6 feet tall and 
weighed about 230 pounds, huge for our 
time. His position was offensive center and 
defensive line backer. He drilled the ball 
into a QB’s hands harder than anyone I have 
ever seen. After leaving Dartmouth he be-
came a Marine enlisted man and played for 
the Parris Island team. As a devoted NFL 
watcher I rate the center position as the 
single most important on the team. No team 
can win with a mediocre center.
     Next was the aforementioned Yingst. He 
was about 6 feet 2 and very fast. He played 
running back and defensive safety. I think 
he dropped out our first year. He was from 
rural Pennsylvania.

     Tom Fay was also over 6 feet and prob-
ably weighed 190. He, too, was very fast. 
He was from near my home town, Dubuque, 
Iowa. I did not know him well but think 
he left simply because of homesickness. 
(Adapting to the Eastern ways was not easy 
for a small town Midwesterner.)
     Bob Primo was a huge fullback from 
Syracuse. Ron Saia, a very fast halfback 
from California. Bob Bennet, a very large 
tackle from California.
     Tom Evinrude, of outboard motor 
fame, was a fine fullback from Milwaukee.     
Holden (Jumbo) Gibbs, from Baltimore, was 
a very big tackle.
     Ross Ellis was a quarterback from Oak 
Park, Ill. He remained with us until gradua-
tion but received a bad injury which placed 
him on the sidelines.
     I will defer to the Coach’s son, John Dell 
Isola, but feel confident in saying that our 
team would have been superb had we kept 
all these men.
                                                    Brose

Brose Envisioned Ivy League Champions
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Colin Hunt (left) and Don Charbon-
nier (right) recently joined Harry 
and Margie for lunch at their home 
in Williamsburg.
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Classmates say Yes to mini-reunions
in Naples, other cities, and gatherings
in N.Y., Boston, Fla.; No to more projects

Bob Perkins is recovering at home from a lousy winter that included a pulmonary embolism. Please drop 
him a word of encouragement: P.O. Box 370, St Michaels, MD 21663. 

John Baldwin spoke at a two-day surgery program at the University of California at San Francisco, and to 
his delight found that “one of the course’s panels had six surgeons and every single one was one of my train-
ees, and every single one was chairman of the surgical department at a great university, from Oregon, UC 
Davis, Univ CA SF, Univ. of Washington (AND president-elect of the American College of Surgeons), 
and the current president of the American College of Surgeons and the chairman of the American Board of 
Surgery--all “JB” kids who went into surgery, as they all said in one way or even directly last night, ‘we 
went into surgery as young doctors because we saw how much you loved it and we wanted to be like you.’” 
No teacher could ask for greater satisfaction. 

Frank Carlton’s grandson Ricky Shults, a senior at Georgia Tech, was “on a team that won the Senior 
Project Grand Prize for their machine that cracks pecan nut shells so that 80% come out as halves and  not 
broken pieces, as the halves are much preferred and more expensive, to the benefit of the pecan growers and   
packagers in Georgia.”

    President Jack Doyle reports that the 
questionnaire mailed earlier this year was 
returned by 81 classmates, a 17% return; 
most are regular College Fund donors and 
class dues payers. They strongly favored 
continued emphasis on our five-year Ha-
nover reunions (12 volunteered to help on 
2015) and mini-reunions as well. Top vote-
getters were Annapolis, Asheville, Gettsyb-
urg and Richmond. One third of the respon-
dents favored a Florida mini in the winter, 
with Naples/Fort Myers and Miami/Fort 
Lauderdale the leading choices.
    Two-thirds voted yes on smaller, local 
gatherings like those organized from time 
to time by Dave Miller and Tim Anderson  
in North Carolina. New York, Boston and 
Florida were the top choices.

     So Jack is now seeking a volunteer to 
organize a possible mini-reunion next win-
ter in Naples, and several classmates who 
will organize a lunch or other modest event  
at any time in New York, Boston, and any 
Florida city. E-mail jdoylejr@comcast.net.
     Classmates voted not to add any more 
class projects supported by class dues or 
contributions solicited with dues notices. 
We currently sponsor an annual scholar-
athlete visit to Hanover and we add to our 
acquisitions fund at the Hood Museum and 
our Dickey Scholarship Fund. We’re also 
setting aside funds for future library gifts of 
memorial books; that account will be fully 
funded in the next few years.
    Full questionnaire results are enclosed 
with this newsletter.



Jo-Lynn Brown, Editorial Assistant
Tampa Bay Business Journal

Dr. Allen W. Root
Professor of Pediatrics Emeritus, University 
of South Florida
Physician, All Children’s Hospital

In medicine, physicians can sometimes learn 
more from the patient, than the patient can 
from the physician.
Lifetime Achievement award winner Dr. Al-
len Root has built a career making such ob-
servations.
“The patient is an encyclopedia of new infor-
mation, every patient,” said Root.
A graduate of Dartmouth College and Har-
vard Medical School, Root took a job teach-
ing at the University of South Florida in 
1973, while establishing and directing a resi-
dency program at All Children’s Hospital.
“It was an opportunity to come at the begin-
ning of a new medical school, and it was the 
opportunity to start at a very motivated com-
munity’s children’s hospital, which in itself 
was unique,” Root said. “If the quality of life 
of the child is improved, the quality of life 
for the family, for whom child that is, is also 
improved…it’s very rewarding.”
Root’s specialty is endocrinology, or the di-
agnosis and treatment of the endocrine sys-
tem including the ovaries, pituitary gland and 
thyroid.
Between 1979 and 2006, Root was a mem-
ber of the Florida Infant/Newborn Screening 
Advisory Council, and served as chairman 
between 1984 and 2006.
Here, he did some of his proudest work. 
While on the board, the council established 

Al Root Receives Two BIG Awards
neonatal screening programs for congenital 
hypothyroidism, congenital adrenal hyper-
plasia, sickle cell anemia, cystic fibrosis and 
a panel of metabolic disorders. Every dollar 
spent on screening reaps $9 in savings that 
would go for special services for the patient 
later in life, Root said.
Root has published hundreds of peer-re-
viewed articles, educational publications, 
reviews, chapter insertions and case reports.
The inspiration for such work almost al-
ways comes from the patient.
“You see a patient who may be a bit atypi-
cal relative to the problem that he or she 
has, and you wonder ‘how is this different, 
what is the mechanism of this difference’ 
and that almost always leads to some excit-
ing new information,” Root said.
When Root is not interacting with patients, 
assisting colleagues or researching, he 
might be found reading a medical journal or 
report.
“I don’t find what I do as work,” he said.
He does hang up his white lab coat once in 
a while.
Root has been to every Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers game since the team began in 1976, 
all but one that is.
“We had tickets to the Super Bowl [when 
the Bucs went in 2003], but we gave one 
ticket to my son and one ticket to my son-
in-law,” Root said with a large smile. “They 
had a wonderful time. They still talk about 
that.”
Root and his wife, Janet Root, are also loyal 
patrons to the performing arts in the Tampa 
Bay area, attending performances at the 
Florida Orchestra and the Broadway Series 
at the Center for the Performing Arts.





Byrne Committee Wraps Up
2-Year Study of Dartmouth ROTC,
Expresses Little Hope for Future 
An outgrowth of an initiative commenced by Harry Ambrose as chairman of the Class Advisory Committee, 
a four-person committee appointed by President Jack Doyle last fall (Tom Byrne, chairman, Gus Aberle, 
John Dinan and Pete Buhler) surveyed the current state of ROTC at Dartmouth and the other Ivy colleges, 
eyeing the possibility of restoring a more robust program at Dartmouth, which lags almost all the other 
schools in size. The committee includes in its final report these recommendations and observatons:

(1) Based upon two years of research and numerous discussions we have decided to conclude further formal 
action on the ROTC issue.
(2) Since Norwich currently hosts the Army unit, we encourage the College Administration to continue their 
discussions with Norwich if Navy or Air Force ROTC programs are ever to be offered at Dartmouth.
(3) We recommend that the College sustain the current (adequate) level of support offered the ROTC unit.
(4) We believe that the best course is for the Class of 1955 to continue to communicate with Associate Dean 
Kate Burke along with the Army Unit’s Commanding Officer to determine what, if anything, we can do to 
support the unit.
(5) We urge the Administration to do a better public relations effort on the current status and history of the 
Army ROTC unit at Dartmouth.

RECENT POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS:
In the past two years, since we began our quest, celebration of the military and its veterans on campus has 
increased dramatically. The special “Military Issue” of the Dartmouth Alumni Magazine was impressive and 
well received. The presence of a number of veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan in the undergraduate and gradu-
ate student bodies, thanks, mainly, to Jim Wright’s efforts, has brought new awareness, energy and dedication 
to their support.

DUVA (Dartmouth Undergraduate Veterans Association), supported generously by the Dartmouth Class of 
1956, helps support on-campus veterans with any problems they or their families may encounter in their tran-
sition to academic life. 

DGVA (Dartmouth Graduate Veterans Association) led by Capt. Stoney Portis, a veteran of Iraq and Afghani-
stan, and a MALS Graduate Student.

The Tuck Armed Forces Alumni Association, guided by current Tuck student Christina Franitzi, an active duty 
major “on-leave,” has emerged as an active and successful veterans’ group.

DCUSA (Dartmouth College Uniformed Services Alumni): This Special Interest Group initiated by Ensign 
Nathan Bruschi ’10 and approved in early May, will be a platform from which Dartmouth alumni can help 
those current and future veterans cross the difficult bridge between military and civilian life.
- - - -
The final factor that influenced us was that we are all now 80 years old. We need to encourage younger alumni 
to pick up the torch. DCUSA can provide that continuity and energy, and can afford to be patient! 



PAUL NORSENG CRAIG passed away on March 18, 2013. He attended West High School 
in Madison, Wis., before attending Dartmouth. Paul graduated from the University of Wis-
consin Madison with a degree in animal husbandry. After several years of employment with 
the Wilson Packing Company, as a buyer, he returned to Madison and entered the business 
of managing farms for absentee owners. An avid fisherman and fan of both the Badgers and 
Packers, he still found enjoyment in his children and grandchildren. His wife, Carole, pre-
deceased Paul. Three children, Lisa, Lynn and Steve, survive him.

WAYNE ESTEY CLIFF died on March 17, 2013, following a long battle with respiratory 
failure. He came to Dartmouth from Chicago on a Navy NROTC scholarship and earned in 
addition to the A.B. a Master’s in Business Adminstration from Tuck in 1956. After three 
years of active service, Wayne resided in Montpelier, Vt., with his wife Margot, whom he 
had met while in Hanover. In 1963 they moved to San Rafael, Cal.. He worked there as a 
loan officer with E.S. Merriman and Sons Mtg. Bankers. In 1970 Wayne became executive 
vice-president of Bank of America Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT). Fourteen years 
later Wayne moved to Portland, Me., and became senior vice president in the investment de-
partment of UNUM. With real estate faltering Wayne took early retirement in 1991, giving 
him more time for sailing and watching on his computer as others managed his money. He is 
survived by his wife, three children, six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

MALCOLM SHOOR ROTH, M.D., a life-long resident of Hartford, Conn., and vicinity 
died on March 18, 2013 after a long battle with cancer. He attended William H. Hall High 
School and at Dartmouth majored in English, joined the Glee Club and Pi Lambda Phi fra-
ternity, and was a member of the varsity track team. After graduation Mal obtained his M.D. 
from N.Y.U. in 1959 and completed his residency in ophthamology at New York University-
Bellevue. He obtained a practice in Hartford and joined the staff of Mt. Sinai Hospital. He 
served as chief of staff, and during his nearly fifty years there he started the first free-stand-
ing eye surgery center in New England. In addition to his practice, Mal served as president 
of the board of Congregation Beth Israel. Golf was his recreation and change of pace; he 
was a member of clubs in Bloomfield, Conn. and West Palm Beach, Fla. He is survived by 
his wife Barbara, two sons, a daughter, seven grandchildren and two step-children. A step- 
daughter pre-deceased Mal.
                                                                                   Submitted by R.J. Hastings, M.D. ’55

   Lives of Fifty-fives



 Who were (are) these young guys?

Ron Campion, Director of Athletics Seaver Peters ’54, John French, Mike 
Gorton, Web Wilde and Jed Isaacs at the dedication of the Class of 1955 
scoreboard for women’s basketball, in the 1970s or early 1980s. John, who 
provided the photo, can’t date it. Can you? (John offers, rather vaguely, a 
reward of some sort.)


