
What a joy it was to see Gordie receive his honor-
ary doctorate!  Jim Wright didnʼt say so explicitly, 
but Gordie served for years as chairman of the 
overseers of Dartmouth Medical School, endowing 
a chair there, and endowed the Native American 
Program, an athletic excellence fund, and the new 
Center for the Advancement of Learning in Baker.   

While weʼre recognizing 50-year achievements, itʼs 
appropriate to salute once more John Ballard, Harry

Lewis and Bob Perkins for leading us to our record-
setting 50th year gift of $11.1 million!  We left a big 
footprint in Hanover!

To those who couldnʼt be with us:  we missed you, 
and youʼre still part of a vibrant gang of guys and 
gals, so please re-connect whenever you can.  Our 
Oct. 21-23 mini-reunion in Hanover will be a great 
place to start!  Use the dinner reservation form in-
side, and call the Fireside Inn, 603- 298-5900.
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On Sunday, June 12, commencement day, 
the Valley News presented, starting on its 
front page, these thoughtful articles about 
three of our classmates--John French, 
Leon Martel and Dick Fairley--and three 
members of the class of 2005, compar-
ing our undergraduate experiences and 
expectations, finding a similarity in the 
backdrop of war and a college studentʼs 
role in regard to it.



John French: “National events had a very intense role for 
us.  Today itʼs more a matter of protest, honestly, in terms of 
affecting students  ̓lives.”

Leon Martel: “I think many people, parents especially, who 
had come through the Second World War and the Depres-
sion thought of this as a time of great normalcy, but when we 
look back on it, we see that it was abnormal, too calm, too 
complacent.”

“We were in a bubble of prosperity.  In fact, we were too 
content and it was John Kennedy who rallied us out of our 
contentment to care more.”

Dick Fairley: “Itʼs interesting because as blacks, we were 
completely integrated in the Dartmouth community.  At 
the same time, we sought each other out for support and a 
social life.”











Over the past year Jim Perkins has 
organized a highly effective opposi-
tion to the recognition of a Native 
American tribe that presumably wants 
to build a casino in Connecticut, per-
haps near Kent, where the tribe has 
an historical reservation, and where 
Jim lives.  The Hartford Courant ran 
an immense, four-part series about the 
confrontation, in which Jim has suc-
cessfuly involved Connecticutʼs gov-
ernor, its senators and Sen. John Mc-
Cain, who held a committee hearing.



The Courant described Jim as “a grand-
fatherly warrior in corduroy and khaki 
returned to sound the alarm...a man of 
big ideas who doesnʼt shy from shar-
ing them,” and also reported that Jere 
Daniell took issue with him, contend-
ing that Jimʼs effort, as Jim recalled 
the conversation, was merely another 
chapter “in the long history of the 
white man muscling aside the Indians.” 
As a result of Jimʼs work, the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs withdrew its previous 
recognition of the tribe.
But, as Jim points out, it ainʼt over ʻtil 
itʼs over....



And now, a word from our leader....
This is my first opportunity to communicate with all members of our Class since assuming the role of Presi-
dent.  Over the next five years I will endeavor to live up to the high standard set by others in the past.  Fortu-
nately a number of classmates have volunteered to continue helping the Class.

Woody Goss and Team
Over the past five years Woody served as Class President and devoted countless hours to Dartmouth and our 
Class.  It is difficult to identify another classmate who has worked so hard and conscientiously.  He reached 
out to many and was always concerned if any classmate was uset or had the potential to be upset over ac-
tions or projects.  He led a superb team of classmates who worked with him, and many have agreed to con-
tinue.  Two classmates have decided to slow down for a while. Dick Hastings served as Class Secretary and 
kept accurate minutes of the Executive Commitee as well as meeting the deadlines of the Alumni Magazine.  
Jack Cogswell served as Chairman of the Awards Committee.  Along with Committee members, he re-
searched the efforts and accomplishments that classmates have made for Dartmouth and their communities.

50th Reunion
Under the leadership of John French, a superb reunion was held in June with 440 classmates, wives, wid-
ows and friends in attendance.  John and his team made it seem effortless; the planning really paid off.  John 
is another classmate who has filled many roles for the Class over the years.  We are delighted that he has 
agreed to continue as our Webmaster.  One of the many highlights of the weekend was the presentation of a 
large size check for over $11 million to President JimWright by Reunion Gift Chairs John Ballard and Harry 
Lewis and Annual Fund Chair Bob Perkins.  Another highlight was the presentation of an honorary degree at 
Commencement by President Wright to Gordie Russell.  His classmates gave him a well deserved standing 
ovation.  Ed Willi ran a fine seminar with Dr. C. Everett Koop ʻ37 on combating alcoholism at Dartmouth.

Executive Committee
At the Class meeting officers and Executive Committtee members were elected.  We are delighted to wel-
come Buck Kuttner as a new member.  If anyone would like to join the Committee, please let me know.

Mini Reunions
Almost ten years ago Brooks Parker initiated the mini reunion concept, with the first one held in Harbor 
Ridge, Florida.  Woody Goss continued the tradition and mini reunions have been held in Philadelphia, 
Chicago, San Francisco, Williamsburg, Boston, Portland, Oregon and Denver.  In each instance one or more 
classmates have hosted the event, and attendees have been able to visit many non tourist attractdions.  One 
of the major advantages of these mini reunions is that the attendance is less than the major five year re-
unions in Hanover with the result that one is able to meet many classmates that he might not have known 
at Dartmouth.  At our Hanover reunion several classmates spoke of continuing this tradition since everyone 
who has attended enjoyed them.  Sometimes in the past I have heard a classmate say, “I donʼt plan to attend 
because my wife and I donʼt know many classmates.”  The mini reunion attendees are very welcoming, and 
if you havenʼt attended in the past, we hope that you will in the future. Since five years have elapsed since 
our last survey on reunion cities, please take a few minutes to complete the enclosed survey and return it.

We welcome your thoughts and suggestions: phone 781-893-5546, fax 781-642-1436, e-mail jdoylejr@
comcast.net.     

        Jack







The Cincinnati 
Post, and most of 
the city, it seems, 
celebrated in 
February the 
quiet courage and 
determination of 
Dick Friederʼs 
dad and his three 
brothers, Cincin-
nati residents who 
operated cigar-
making facilities 
in the Philippines 
and used their 
familiarity there 
to bring in 1,200 
Jewish immigrants 
from Europe dur-
ing the 1930s. 
The celebration 
was occasioned 
by publication of 
a book by Frank 
Ephraim,  one of 
the immigrants 
(then 8 years old), 
who wrote “Es-
cape to Manila: 
From Nazy Tyr-
anny to Japanese 
Terror.”

The Post reported 
that “After the 
war, many of the 
refugees aided by 
the Frieders were 
finally able to real-
ize their dream of 
moving to Amer-
ica.”



We get letters ... from undergraduates who received 
Class of 1955 John Sloan Dickey Scholarships

From Amanda K. Brown ʼ07, Dick Fairley s̓ granddaughter:

Throughout my life, I was encouraged to attend Dartmouth as I am the third generation of a Black legacy 
here at Dartmouth.  I remember being taught the alma mater early on and singing it in front of my grandpa 
and his Dartmouth buddies.  I remember my mom always dragging me to her alumni meetings in Hanover.  
I remember sitting at Starbucks and waiting for my mom to finish interviewing prospective students.  But 
then I also remember the road I took to becoming a part of the Dartmouth family.  I remember finally decid-
ing to apply at the very last minute and how very excited my parents were at the time.  I remember when the 
letter finally came and my mom came and checked me out of school so I could read the letter in front of her.  
I remember my grandpa crying when I called to tell him the good news.  And, I remember pulling into cam-
pus after my DOC trip on the bus from Moosilauke Lodge and finally realizing the truth in what I had heard 
for so many years from so many alumni.  For the first time, I could appreciate Dartmouth for myself...

I have cultivated great friendships in the past two years and I am so thankful to have had that opportunity 
and for that I will be forever grateful to Dartmouth.  Dartmouth will hold a special place in my heart for the 
rest of my life as it does for most alumni...

I spent last fall in Lyon, France on the French LSA (Language Study Abroad) and I had a very worthwhile 
experience.  But, I never would have thought that I would have missed Dartmouth nearly as much as I did...

I am extremely grateful for the support of the class of 1955.  Thank you so much.

From Andrew L. Varnumʼ06:

I wanted to write to thank you so very much for making my Dartmouth experience possible.  I cannot ex-
press in a letter how much going to Dartmouth means to me.  I have found it to be a place where I am able 
to pursue my existing interests, both academic and extracurricular, as well as expose myself to new experi-
ences constantly.

I am a member of the fencing club and the French and Italian clubs. The fencing club has been a true 
source of joy; I have wanted to learn to fence since I was a young boy.  Also at Dartmouth, I have played in 
concerts with theWorld Music Percussion Ensemble, I have attended countless performances at the Hop 
and have, in general, tried to do all I can while keeping my head in the books.

As any and everyone will point out, one of Dartmouthʼs greatest strengths is its alumni.  I do appreciate 
your sponsorship which is allowing me to attend Dartmouth and I do most certainly plan on continuing this 
tradition on my own when I have a job and the means to help other students in need.  Thank you again for 
enabling me to experience Dartmouth and for keeping active in its community.



Send stuff for for future newsletters to

Joe Mathewson
345 N. LaSalle #2107
Chicago, IL 60610-6358
phone & fax: 312-670-7210
e-mail:  joemathewson@aol.com
Office: phone 312-503-0770
         fax: 312-503-4040 or 503-2600
         e-mail: m-joseph@northwestern.edu

And watch the class Web site, still under the 
able management of John French!

And from Monica A. Martin de Bustamanteʼ08, a Class of 1955 John 
Sloan Dickey Scholarship recipient:

Dear Mr. Goss and members of the Class of 1955:

Thank you very much for your support during the 2004-2005 academic year.  The financial aid I received 
has allowed me to attend this excellent institution and enjoy everything it has to offer.

I began my freshman year believing that I wanted to pursue a career in medicine, but now I have realized 
that I have a much greater interest in both foreign languages and engineering.  Presently, I am enrolled in 
Engineering 21 where my team is developing a training roller-ski that implements the uses of proper Nordic 
skiing technique.  I am also taking my first Italian class, a language which I find to be a mixture of French 
grammar and Spanish intonation.  I am currently considering a major in Romantic Languages, Spanish and 
Italian, and a minor in engineering.  

I applied to go on a LSA (Language Study Abroad) program in Italy next winter and I have been accepted.  
Therefore next winter term I will be attending school in Rome, Italy where I hope to improve my Italian 
while living and learning more about Italian culture.

Soccer has been a big part of my first year college experience.  I have enjoyed tremendously being part of 
the Big Green Womenʼs Varsity Soccer Team. The experience has taught me the true value of teammates, for 
I have had their support all year to help me learn, grow and take advantage of college life.  I also took part 
in intramural ice-hockey and basketball during the winter term and actually was a member of the
basketball team that won the championship game.

I continue to enjoy and thrive on my many experiences at Dartmouth and cannot wait to see what my sopho-
more year is going to be like.

Thank you again,
Monica A. Martin de Bustamante ʼ08

Classmates: you are the stuff of an institution, and of this newsletter, so 
please send green cards and other stuff thatʼs fit to print to....
    Joe Mathewson
    345 North LaSalle #2303
    Chicago, IL 60610-6358
    e-mail:  joemathewson@aol.com
    phone & fax: 312-670-7210
    Office:  phone 312-503-0770,  fax: 312-503-2600, 312-503-4040
     e-mail: m-joseph@northwestern.edu

              And tune in to our class Web site, still under the capable management of John French!  




