
Minutes  
 

D’61 Class Officers Conference Call 
 

November 4, 2015 

—————————————————————————— 

 

Attending the Meeting:  Denny Denniston, Vic Rich, Ivar Jozus, Harris McKee, Hank 

Eberhardt, Maynard Wheeler, Jim Baum, Pete Palin, John Damon, Rog McArt, Mike 

Murphy, Oscar Arslanian, Nyla Arslanian,   

 

Absent from the Meeting:  Ken DeHaven, Dave Prewitt, Pete Bleyler, Tom Conger 

 

Invited Guests:  None 

—————————————————————————— 

 

President Denny Denniston called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM. 

 

Denny reported that Rich Ryerson ’80 had recently been appointed to be the new 

Director of Class Activities within Alumni Relations. Vic Rich stated that he had already 

sent Rich an email congratulating him on his appointment and stating that our class was 

looking forward to working with him going forward. 

 

Lifetime Classmate Award: 

John Damon proposed that the class institute a formal Lifetime Classmate Award, to be 

presented at least once every five years at our regular on-campus reunions, with a 

framed citation as the award. The proposal was seconded and most officers present 

appeared to be favorably inclined. However, no vote was taken at this meeting. 

Someone commented that because of our advancing age, we should probably grant 

more than one award during each of our next few reunions.  

 

55th Reunion: 

Jim Baum, 55th Reunion chair, presented an update, stating that everything was moving 

along smoothly and on target. The first mailing to all classmates, describing the key 

elements of the reunion and asking for a reply as to "intent to attend", is in the hands of 

the College and due to go out within a week. A substantial portion of the reunion will 

have the Robert Frost statue as it’s primary theme. The musical groups have been 

engaged. All of the venues have been approved by the College. A reunion committee 

conference call is to be scheduled for the latter part of November. 

 

Class Directory: 

Harris McKee, the new chair, stated that profile updates were about to be emailed out to 

all classmates where an email address was on file and sent out by regular mail to all 

other classmates, with a deadline of November for submission to Harris. After some 

brief discussion, it was agreed that the size of the undated directory would be 5 1/2” x 8 



1/2”. Harris stated that the anticipated publication date, with the College producing and 

printing the directory, was for early January 2016. The costs have been approximated, 

but are not yet finalized because of some unknowns. 

 

Women’s Initiative Committee: 

Nyla Arslanian, chair, is scheduling a conference call for the committee members during 

the latter part of November. The issues to be discussed are expanding the contact info 

base for the wives, significant others and widows of classmates, how best to market 

attending the 55th Reunion via the women and how to structure the 55th 

Reunion’s women program. 

 

Dartmouth College Fund (DCF): 

Hank Eberhard, Roger McArt and Harris McKee, co-chairs of the class DCF effort 

provided an update. Zhuoman Gardner has been ill for a while and thus out of the loop; 

everyone expressed their concern and hoped that she would recover quickly. At this 

point in time, the committee was going after the potentially larger contributors from the 

class to either donate or pledge a specific amount by the end of 2015. It was noted that 

over $300k had already been committed to date from approximately 50 classmates, 

including some “early bird” donations from the end of the prior fiscal year. The 

preliminary class goal was $610k in contributions and 80% participation.  

 

Class Executive Committee: 

Hank Eberhardt questioned the effectiveness of our class executive committee (versus 

our expanded officer group), which is large and unstructured. After a very brief 

discussion as to how this executive committee might become more effective as a 

representative of the class’ management structure, Denny recommended that this 

discussion be postponed until a later date so that we could have time to think about 

alternative solutions and to discuss same. 

 

Robert Frost Statue Art Contest: 

Vic Rich, reunion class project chair, reported that the contest was already in process for 

all students within the “D" Studio Arts Department and that the contest would soon be 

opened up to all other undergraduate and graduate students. Announcements in 

various forms were currently being prepared by Vic and Pete Bleyler, the on-campus 

point person for the contest and the head of the judges panel. George Lundeen, the 

renown sculptor of the Robert Frost statue on campus, graciously has committed to be 

involved in the contest on several levels and to attend the reunion and the Frost Statue 

rededication ceremony as the guest of honor. In addition, Vic has contacted and met 

with the editor of the “D” Alumni Magazine about producing an article in a near-future 

addition about the Robert Frost statue, the Frost Statue art contest and the involvement 

of the Class of 1961 with the Frost statue at Dartmouth. The editor said that he would 

seriously consider same and to keep him informed.  

 

Robert Frost Statue Renovation: 



Mike Murphy, chair of the statue's renovation, reported that he has been in contact with 

the point person from “D” on the renovation project and that she had assured him that 

the renovation work to the area surrounding the statue, already begun, would be halted 

when the winter snows begin but would be completed with the advent of spring and 

well before our 55th Reunion. Mike suggested that a classmate living near campus act 

as our class inspector to monitor that the work was being done and completed in a 

timely manner; Mike will submit the list of agreed-to improvements of the area to the 

classmate selected got be the “inspector”. Mike also reported that all of the limited-

edition life-size statues of Robert Frost (approx. 20) had been sold and that the sculptor 

was now in the process of marketing the limited-edition mini-versions of the Frost 

statue (100). 

 

Bartlett Tower Society (BTS): 

Pete Palin and John Damon, co-chairs of the class’ BTS effort, presented their update. 

Pete reported that the class already had 47 classmates signed on against our class goal 

of at least 55 by our 55th Reunion. Pete also reported that a 6 point written 

communication program has been completed and was being sent to Denny and a few 

other class officers for comment and input prior to being sent out to classmates. 

 

Fall On-Campus Mini-Reunion: 

After some discussion led by Maynard Wheeler, on-campus mini-reunion chair, it was 

agreed that our next on-campus mini-reunion in Hanover would be September 30 - 

October 1st, 2016, which is (hopefully) while the temperatures are still reasonable and 

there is a good  Ivy League football game to attend. Denny noted that Class Officers 

Weekend next year would be on September 23 - 24, 2016. 

 

The next class officer conference call is scheduled for Wednesday, December 2nd, from 

1 PM - 2 PM EST (subsequently RESCHEDULED to Wednesday, December 9th). 

 

Denny adjourned the meeting at 2:05 PM EST. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Vic Rich ’61, Class Secretary 
 


