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Minutes 

 

D’61 Class Officers Conference Call  
 

December 9, 2015 

—————————————————————————  
 

Attending the Meeting: Denny Denniston, Ken DeHaven, Vic Rich, Ivar Jozus, Harris McKee, Jim 

Baum, Hank Eberhardt, Maynard Wheeler, Mike Murphy, Oscar Arslanian, Hop Holmberg 

 

Absent from the Meeting: Pete Palin, John Damon, Rog McArt, Dave Prewitt, Pete Bleyler, Tom 

Conger, Nyla Arslanian 

 

Invited Guests: None 

 

—————————————————————————— 

 

After some preliminary chatter, President Denny Denniston called the meeting to order at 

1:10PM. 

 

Denny welcomed Hop Holberg to the class officers group as a result of his position as ’61 DCF 

class participation chair for the fiscal year 2016 College Fund.  

 

Bartlett Tower Society (BTS): 

 

Since both co-chairs, Pete Palin and John Damon, were absent from the call, Denny reported 

that six members from the class officer group still had not become members of the BTS. Denny 

requested that all class officers join BTS prior to our 55th Reunion. Pete and John were in the 

process of contacting a list of those classmates who had indicated some level of interest in 

joining BTS but have not yet taken any action with respect thereto. Denny believed that Pete 

and John would contact these classmates by the end of December or beginning of January. 

 

Dartmouth College Fund (DCF): 

 

Harris McKee reported that as of early December, the Class had recorded $357k in cash and 

pledges, which represented approximately 59% of our class goal of $610k, and that participation 

had reached about 20% of eligible classmates, against a class goal of 80%. Hank Eberhardt 

reported that Zhuoman Gardner, our excellent class liaison from the Alumni Office and adopted 

classmate, is still out on medical leave and has been replaced by DCF Managing Director Sandy 

Swain-Bromwell and Development Assistant Kassie Pike to help our class, especially with DCF 

involvement, until Zhuoman returns. Again, everyone wished the best for Zhuoman’s rapid and 

complete recovery. It was noted that six members [now five] of the ’61 class officers group still 

had not made a contribution or pledge for the 55th Reunion fiscal year; Denny hoped and 
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anticipated that this deficiency would be eliminated by early January of 2016. Denny noted that 

the class’ reunion giving committee was substantially in place and ready to begin in ernest by 

the beginning of 2016. Harris noted that the College was offering an incentive bonus program 

for non-givers from the past few years who make a contribution by December 31, 2015. 

 

Robert Frost Statue Area Renovation: 

 

Mike Murphy, chair of the Frost statue renovation, reported that he had spoken with Lisa 

Hogarty, VP for Facilities at Dartmouth, and made a trip to Hanover to check on the progress. 

He found that most of the work had been completed and had been assured that all of the 

renovations revisions promised, including a bench for seating, will be completed during the 

early Spring of 2016, after the anticipated snows are gone and well in advance of our 55th 

Reunion. Mike submitted a written report to Denny and the class officers. 

 

55th Reunion: 

  

Jim Baum, 55th Reunion Chair, reported that two letters have been sent out to classmates, with a 

third more definitive letter to go out in February, 2016. That letter will contain an updated near 

final schedule of activities, projected costs, registration forms and housing forms. To date, 

classmates have returned 94 intention postcards, with 57 cards indicating an intent to definitely 

attend the reunion and another 17 cards indicating an intent to probably attend, and only 20 

cards indicating no intent to attend for one reason or another. This was a very strong and 

positive response, and at this point in time indicates an attendance of approximately 100 

classmates and approximately 180 people overall, including spouses and significant others. 

According to Jim, this projects out to a reunion revenue stream of approximately $68,000 

against a projected expense schedule of approximately $75,000 (not yet finalized). Jim then 

reported that classmate Steve Dale has volunteered to assume responsibility for that portion of 

the music to be provided by classmates and that class vice president Ken DeHaven has 

volunteered to chair a committee to target special interest groups (eg. athletic 

teams, fraternities, other organizations) in order to increase reunion attendance. Finally, George 

W. Lundeen, the sculptor of the Robert Frost statue at Dartmouth, has agreed to Vic Rich’s 

request to attend our 55th Reunion, be a judge in the Frost statue art contest being sponsored 

by our class, and be the guest of honor and primary speaker at the Frost statue rededication 

ceremony to take place at a cocktail hour to take place during the reunion, probably on 

Tuesday, June 14th.  

 

Robert Frost Statue Art Contest: 

 

In the absence of Pete Bleyler, Vic Rich reported that the contest was already underway for all 

students in the Studio Arts Department and that the announcement of the contest for all 

undergraduate and graduate Dartmouth students was set to take place as soon as students 

returned to campus for the Winter term in early January. Vic and Pete had created a series of ads 

to run in the Daily Dartmouth, a poster to be distributed to over 50 venues on campus and a 

detail spec sheet for a D’61 website (thank you, Harris) which describes the contest itself, 
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eligibility, award sequence, financial remuneration and other benefits for the four finalists and 

the eventual winner, and timetable for the contest (to end in mid-March with the winners to be 

selected by mid-April). 

 

Class Directory: 

 

Harris McKee, chair of the revised class directory, reported that the directory was now 

completed, proof-read and submitted to the selected printing company for set-up. The cover 

photo and inside photo had been selected and approved by the class officers directory 

committee. Harris also reported that the cost for 610 copies of the soft cover 5 1/2” x 8 1/2” 

directory would cost just under $1,500. Finally, Harris stated that he sent a note out to each of 

the class widows asking them to indicate whether they wanted to receive a free printed or 

electronic copy of the directory, or no copy at all. 

 

Lifetime Classmate Award: 

  

Denny reported that there appeared to be a lot of interest in the proposal, recommended 

initially by Hank Eberhardt, and that the issue would be brought up for a full discussion and 

formal vote by the ‘61 class officers at the January, 2016 class officer conference call. if 

approved, Denny will form a committee to determine the criteria for the award and, once that is 

accomplished, present the names of the initial group of recipients for approval (it being 

understood that the initial group will need to provide for at least a partial catch-up to cover our 

nearly 55 years since graduation).   

 

The next class officers conference call in January, 2016 will be scheduled at a later date. (Note: 

Subsequent to the December call/meeting, Denny listed the next conference call for 1PM - 2PM 

EST on Thursday, January 7, 2016). 

 

Denny adjourned the meeting at 2:10PM EST. 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

 

Vic Rich ’61, Class Secretary 

 


