
Minutes 

D’61 Class Officers Conference Call 

January 7, 2016 

——————————————————— 

 

Attending the Meeting: Denny Denniston, Ken DeHaven, Vic Rich, Ivar Jozus, Harris 

McKee, Jim Baum, Rog McArt, Pete Bleyler, Pete Palin, John Damon, Oscar Arslanian, 

Hop Holmberg 

 

Absent from the Meeting: Hank Eberhardt, Maynard Wheeler, Mike Murphy, Dave 

Prewitt, Tom Conger, Nyla Arslanian 

 

Invited Guests: None 

——————————————————— 

 

Denny Denniston, class president, called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM EST. 
 

Student Incident at Baker Library 11/2015: 
 

There apparently was an incident which took place in Baker Library in November, 

which some of us had heard or read about. Oscar   requested a more definitive 

explanation of the facts and the resulting action(s), if any, taken by the College 

administration. After some brief discussion, it was agreed that Oscar would send 

a specific written request to Rog McArt and Pete Bleyler, both being current 

representatives on the Alumni Council, who would follow up on the matter and 

report back to the ’61 class officers by the next C.O. conference call on Feb. 3rd. 

 

’61 Performing Arts Legacy: 
 

In response to a question about contributions by classmates to the ‘61 Performing 

Arts Legacy for the year ended June 30, 2015, it was reported that the Legacy had 

received approximately $6,837 in donations during the year, consisting of 
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approximately $3,500 in direct contributions by classmates and approximately 3,337 

from classmates adding on to their dues payments during the past fiscal year. These 

amounts do not yet include the agreed to $100 per deceased classmate for the 

fiscal year ended 6/30/2015, totaling $1,100. This transfer of funds will be made by 

Ivar Jozus, class treasurer, within the next few weeks. Oscar stated that he will 

prepare an update on the Performing Arts Legacy for the class website and 

newsletter.  

   

’61 Robert Frost Staue Art Contest: 
 

Pete Bleyler, directing the on-site management of the art contest, reported that he 

and Vic had prepared an ad for the Daily D and a poster which was produced and 

printed; a series of ad runs in the Daily D were beginning to run now that the 

students were back from winter break and the poster was in the process of being 

delivered to every possible venue on campus (approx. 50+) ----- dorms, fraternities, 

dining areas, public spaces, etc. Vic reported that he has been in touch with George 

Lundeen, sculptor of the Robert Frost statue located on the D campus, about his 

attendance at the Frost statue re-dedication ceremony as the guest of honor, his 

dates of arrival and departure from campus, his accommodations obtained by the 

class at the Hanover Inn, his participation on the Frost statue art contest panel of 

judges, and his autograph on a limited number of prints of Ron Wybranowski’s 

excellent photograph of the Frost statue and a limited number of art contest posters 

(for eventual distribution to contest winners, Dartmouth administrators/faculty who 

have helped the class with respect to our 55th Reunion, classmates via class 

raffle/auction at reunion, etc.). Vic also mentioned that he was in contact with Sean 

Plottner, the editor of the Dartmouth Alumni Magazine, about having the magazine 

write and publish its first article on the Robert Frost statue, its sculptor (George 

Lundeen), the ’61 Frost Statue Art Contest and/or the connection of the Class of 

1961 with the Frost statue on campus; no formal commitment yet. 

 

Dartmouth College Fund (DCF): 
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Harris and Denny reported that the class to date had achieved approx. 65% of its 

dollar goal ($395,510 against its goal of $610,000) and approximately 34% of its 

participation goal of 80% (141 contributors against its goal of 416). It was noted that 

to date four class officers still had not yet contributed or pledged a contribution for 

this reunion year; however, two of the four agreed to make a contribution or pledge 

within the next few weeks. 

 

55th Reunion: 
 

Jim Baum, 55th Reunion chair, reported that based on the current written indications 

from classmates (64 definitely attending; 18 probably attending and only 22 

indicating that they were not planning to attend), the College projects an attendance 

of approx. 120 classmates and 80 spouses and significant others, for a total of 

approx. 200). Based on that attendance and the projected overall costs of $85,000 

(excluding housing costs), Jim predicts a registration fee cost per person attending 

to run approximately $400, excluding housing costs and assuming that the class 

treasury will absorb an anticipated shortfall between revenues and expenses of 

approximately $5,000). Jim noted that the reunion registration letter would be going 

out to all classmates in late February or early March. Finally, Jim requested that 

some limited but reasonable amount of class funds be set aside for assisting those 

classmates who required some financial assistance in order to be able to attend the 

upcoming reunion. Everyone who commented appeared to be amenable to this 

recommendation; more to follow at a later date. Jim and Pete Bleyler, class reunion 

treasurer, are scheduled to meet with the D administration to review and finalize the 

reunion budget and registration fee; Denny stated that he will also attend the 

meeting via telephone conference. Denny stated that Nyla and her Women’s 

Initiative Committee should invite personally each of the ’61 widows (for whom we 

have a contact point) to our 55th Reunion. Since Nyla was unable to attend this 

meeting, Oscar will pass along this recommendation to his wife.  

 

Bartlett Tower Society (BTS): 
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Pete Palin, co-chair, reported that 47 classmates are members of BTS by providing in 

their Will for some specific dollar amount or percentage of their gross or net estate 

to D, no matter how large or small. Only 8 more classmates need to sign on by our 

55th Reunion in order to achieve our class goal of 55 members. Pete Palin and John 

Damon (other BTS co-chair) will each call 13 classmates on the expanded class 

executive committee to personally request that they join BTS. In addition, a letter 

from Pete and John will soon go out to 25-30 classmates who have previously 

indicated to D that they are “interested” in joining BTS. Finally, Pete and John will 

prepare a written invitation to join BTS which will be placed in the class newsletter 

within the next few weeks. 

 

Class Directory: 
 

Harris McKee, chair, stated that the updated class directory was printed and will 

shortly be mailed out to all classmates and widows other than those who specifically 

requested not to receive same. Out of approximately 80 widows in total, only 4 of 

those 20 who responded elected not to receive any version (printed or electronic) of 

the updated class directory. Everyone thanked Harris for finalizing the project begun 

by Bob Conn. 

 

The next class officers conference call is scheduled for Wednesday, February 3, 2016, 

from 1 PM - 2 PM EST. 

 

Denny adjourned the meeting at 2:10 PM EST. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Vic Rich ’61, Class Secretary  

 


