
Minutes 

 

D’61 Class Officers Conference call 

 

February 3, 2016 

———————————————————— 

 

Attending the Meeting: Denny Denniston, Ken DeHaven, Vic Rich, Ivar Jozus, Harris 

McKee, Jim Baum, Pete Palin, Hank Eberhardt, Hop Holmberg 

 

Absent from the Meeting: Rog McArt, Oscar Arslanian, Nyla Arslanian, Pete Bleyler, 

John Damon, Maynard Wheeler, Mike Murphy, Dave Prewitt, Tom Conger 

 

Invited Guests: None 

————————————————————— 

 

Denny Denniston, class president, called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM EST. 

 

Dartmouth College Fund (DCF): 

 

Hank Eberhardt, on behalf of the Class DCF Committee, reported that we have 

received $399k in cash and pledges against our class dollar goal of $610k, or 65.4%. 

With respect to participation, we have achieved 179 donors against its donor goal of 

413, or 43.3%. In order to achieve our class participation goal of 80%, we need to 

obtain 413 donors out of a potential class donor pool currently listed as 515. Based 

 on on our class’ potential donor pool, currently configured at 515, our 179 donors 

to date represent a participation rate of only 35%. With only 4 months remaining, 

Hank emphasized that we need to pick up the pace, especially during the usual 

February doldrums, both with respect to dollar donations and number of donors. 

Denny stated that a periodic conference call was scheduled to be held with the 
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College Alumni Development Office; as usual, the call would include DCF co-chairs 

Harris McKee, Hank Eberhardt and Rog McArt, as well as participation chair Hop 

Holmberg.  

 

Bartlett Tower Society (BTS): 

 

Pete Palin, as co-chair of the class BTS Committee, reported that both he and John 

Damon (the other co-chair) were in the process of making one-on-one personal calls 

to prospective classmates who have indicated an interest in joining BTS. Pete stated 

that he was confident about reaching, and hopefully exceeding the stated class goal 

of 55 BTS members by our 55th Reunion. In closing, Pete mentioned that all class 

BTS members would be recognized at the Bartlett Tower during our upcoming 

reunion, probably in conjunction with the formal unveiling of the Bartlett Tower 

renovation. 

 

55th Reunion: 

 

Jim Baum, 55th Reunion Chair, reported that approximately 160 classmates and 

guests (including approx. 95 classmates) had indicated as “definitely” or “probably” 

attending. Based on prior College reunion statistics, we should expect at least 200 

people to attend our 55th. Another letter and an initial registration sheet were to be 

mailed to all classmates by mid-February, along with a class oriented customized 

version of The Dartmouth. Jim stated that a meeting was held with the Development 

Office earlier in the day at Blunt, attended in person or by conference call with 

classmates Jim Baum, George Whitehead and Bob Wendell, as the key administrative 

members of the 55th Reunion Committee. The class reunion website will be up and 

running by the end of February. Jim reported that all meals will be buffet style, 

except for the sit-down plated meal at Alumni Hall in Hopkins Center on Tuesday 

evening, there will not be any early-bird discounts, reunion reservation will be via 

a college wide new computerized reservation system, two classmates (Mike 

Gazzaniga and Ted Tapper) have been solicited by the College and will be speakers 
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at two separate symposiums sponsored by the College and open to all reunion 

classes and other alumni attending at that time. Finally, Jim reported that the Class 

of 1961 would provide financial assistance to any classmates who indicate in writing 

to Jim that they are in need of some financial help to attend. We do not want any 

classmate not to attend our critical 55th Reunion because of financial need. 

 

When discussing how to personally involve classmates to invite other classmates, Vic 

Rich suggested that we install a “Contact a Classmate” campaign, whereby every 

classmate who has already decided to attend the reunion personally contact one 

other classmate whom he knew at college and who has not yet decided to attend in 

order to personally invite him to the upcoming 55th Reunion. It was estimated that 

we could obtain another 25-30 classmates and about another 15-20 spouses or 

significant others, about 40-50 people in total, to attend. Vic volunteered to draft a 

contact letter to facilitate the communication. In addition, members of the Reunion 

Committee would contact personally each member of the extended Class Executive 

Committee to encourage a favorable attendance response. 

 

For any specific questions going forward about the reunion, our primary contact is 

Megan Castelot, the Class Activities Coordinator from the Alumni Office 

<megan.castelot@dartmouth.edu>. 

 

Off-Campus Mini-Reunions: 

 

Denny brought up the issue of mini-reunions around the country prior to our 55th 

Reunion; these “mini" mini-reunions would include a lunch and/or dinner for a few 

local area classmates, possibly with or without any specific event attached to it. It 

was thought that this could also be a good opportunity to encourage classmates to 

attend the 55th. Oscar agreed to set up something in the LA, CA area, Vic agreed to 

try to set up something in the Southeast FL area and Denny agreed to set up 

something in the NYC Metro area. Other classmates would be asked to participate. 

 

mailto:megan.castelot@dartmouth.edu
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’61 Lifetime Achievement Awards: 

 

The final topic of discussion was the establishment of the Class of ’61 Lifetime 

Achievement Awards, suggested by Hank Eberhardt at an earlier class officers 

meeting/conference call. After a few preliminary comments, it was decided 

because of the late time to adjourn the topic until the March meeting/conference 

call. 

 

The next class officers meeting/conference call is scheduled for Wednesday, March 

2, 2016. 

 

Denny adjourned the meeting at 2:10 PM EST. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vic Rich ’61, Class Secretary 

 


