
 

 

Minutes 
D’61 Class Officers Conference Call 

August 9, 2017 

 
Attending the Meeting:  Don O’Neil, Denny Denniston, Vic Rich, Ivar Jozus, Harris 
McKee, Pete Bleyler, Hank Eberhardt, Dave Prewitt, Red Facher, Dave Armstrong, 
Oscar Arslanian, Nyla Arslanian, Joan Prewitt 
 
Absent from the Meeting:  Gerry Kaminsky, Roger McArt, Maynard Wheeler, Tom 
Conger, Patti Rich 
 
Invited Guests:  Vince Wilson 

 
Don O’Neill, class president, called the meeting to order at noon EDT. 
 
He then called for the approval of the Minutes for the July 12, 2017 conference 
call/meeting. A motion was made and seconded to approve such Minutes and 
they were approved unanimously. 
 
Secretary’s Report  
 
Vic Rich, Class Secretary, received an email from Tom Russell in mid-July which 
referred to an article entitled Infographic in the  July/August issue of the 
Dartmouth Alumni Magazine. He stated that the article about “D” alumni involved 
in the successful California wine growing industry (11 alumni from the classes of 
’62 through ’99) “glaringly omitted” several classmates involved in growing 
and/or distributing of wines in California, including Dr. Byron and Dr. Judy Olsen 
along with Peter and Willinda McCrea. To this list I added Bob “Otter” Anderson. 
Tom reported that he and Jim Gilchrist visited the winery belonging to the Olsen 
family and recommends their award winning chardonnay. I stated that I know of 
other classmates (including Patti and I) who have personally have consumed Bob 
Anderson’s “Road Runner’s Red” over the years and have enjoyed the wine a 
great deal. My advice to Tom was to write a Letter to the Editor at DAM 
commenting on the omission of the aforementioned three classmates. I also 
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passed along Tom’s note and my response to Harris McKee (class webmaster) and 
Tom Conger (class newsletter editor). 
 
Vic, a current member of the Class Officers Association Executive Board (COAEB), 
reported that the Board members, consisting of the presidents and vice-
presidents of each of the class officers associations, had begun reading the Class 
Annual Reports (CARs) for each class as a prelude to two two-hour conference 
calls scheduled for August to discuss and vote on Class of the Year for three class 
groupings (i.e. out more than 25 years, out less than 25 years, reunion classes) 
and Special Recognition awards for two class groupings (out more than 25 years 
and out 25 years or less). Vic’s preliminary evaluation was that our CAR results 
were among the strongest compared with the other class’ CARs. [It subsequently 
turned out that the Class of ’61 is one of the seven finalists for Class of the Year in 
the “out more than 25 years“ category. We won’t know who won and who was 
runner-up until Class Officers Weekend in mid-September. 
 
In the absence of Maynard Wheeler, chair of Hanover located ’61 mini-reunions, 
Vic again reminded classmates that our next on-campus mini-reunion is scheduled 
for October 6-8, 2017, which this year coincides with Homecoming Weekend. If 
you can make it, Maynard has put together a great weekend for our classmates. 
Those classmates planning to attend should complete the registration form sent 
out by Harris and return it to Maynard immediately so that you can be included in 
the planned festivities. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Ivar Jozus, Class Treasurer, reported that the class treasury had a current cash 
balance of approximately $75,000, with no outstanding obligations and no 
material deposits or withdrawals during the prior month.  
 
Ivar also reported that our final dues collection percentage for the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 2017 amounted to a very strong 59.4%, and amounted to 
$17,664. 
 
 
 
Dartmouth College Fund (DCF) 
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Hank Eberhardt, co-chair of the Class of ’61 DCF effort along with Harris McKee 
and Rog McArt (with substantial assistance from Denny Denniston and Don 
O’Neill), reported that the Class of ’61 had a very high final DCF participation 
percentage of 77.1% for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2017, which was the 
highest percentage among all classes. Unfortunately, our class fell short of 
meeting its self-established financial DCF goal, which was one of the very few 
negatives when evaluating our class for Class of the Year honors. 
 
Webmaster’s Report 
 
Harris McKee, ’61 Class webmaster, reported that there was nothing significant to 
report. However, as Class Necrologist he reported that there was no passing of 
any classmates in July and only one in August to date. 
 
Bartlett Tower Society (BTS) 
 
Red Facher and Dave Armstrong, co-chairs of the ‘61 Class BTS Committee, 
reported that one additional classmate had agreed to join BTS since last month 
and that a conference call was scheduled between Red, Dave, Don and Denny to 
discuss forthcoming strategies for encouraging additional classmates to join BTS. 
 
New Long-Term Class Project 
 
Pete Bleyler, co-chair of the Class Project Committee along with Oscar Arslanian 
and Vic Rich, reported that one issue had arisen with the College faculty regarding 
certain aspects of one of the two awards and that that an alternative solution 
acceptable to both parties was in the process of being negotiated. It was agreed 
that any solution arrived at would have to meet all or most of the class officer 
stated objectives outlined in the Minutes of the class officers’ conference call 
dated April 5, 2017 and as confirmed in the Minutes of the class officers’ 
conference call dated May 10, 2017. The issue in question apparently has been 
reconciled. Pete is awaiting written confirmation from the “D” Office of the 
Alumni Endowed Gift Program (via Janet Terp),  the Chair of the English Dept. 
and/or the Dean of the Faculty stating that with respect to the literature portion 
of the dual project, although it could not be dictated by the Class Of ’61 that the 
annual prize would automatically be awarded to a student dealing with some 
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aspect of Robert Frost or the Robert Frost statue at Dartmouth (deemed too 
restrictive a requirement), it was agreed that definite priority would be given first 
to any research grant applicant whose project involved Robert Frost or the Robert 
Frost statue. 
 
As to the financing of this endowed dual faceted project, the ’61 class officers 
approved the increase in the endowed gift from our Class from $80,000 to 
$100,000, with 50% ($50,000) coming from excess funds accumulated over the 
years in our class treasury and 50% ($50,000) coming from contributions from ’61 
alumni contributions over a period of three years. Hank noted correctly that any 
gifts to this “restricted” endowed class project will not count for Dartmouth 
College Fund credit, either individually or as a class. 
 
As to the classmate fundraising segment of the project for $50,000, it is 
anticipated that there would first be an initial campaign among the class officers 
as a group for pledges prior to the next class officer conference call on June 13th. 
It was noted that $8,500 has already been pledged by the five class officers most 
involved in this project to date. Vic was asked to write the solicitation letter to go 
to the other class officers, which letter would be the basis of the solicitation letter 
going out later to all classmates in general via email and/or snail mail. Each letter 
would state that all pledges would have to be paid in full by June 30, 2020. It was 
also agreed that Ivar Jozus , class treasurer, would transfer $40,000 into the “D” 
investment fund for all “D” endowed projects no later than by the end of the 
current calendar year (December 31, 2017) in order to maximize earnings for the 
class.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
Mini-Reunions - Off-Campus 
 
Dave and Joan Prewitt, co-chairs of ’61 off-campus reunions, reported that they 
had successfully negotiated the same special rate of $199/night for those 
classmates wishing to add on days prior to and subsequent to the formal segment 
of the mini-reunion dates of May 20-23, 2018 at the Gurney’s Inn (formerly the 
Gurney’s Newport Resort) in Newport, Rhode Island. This was a fantastic 
achievement by the Dave and Joan, as their usual daily rate during the Spring 
season is substantially higher. Those classmates planning to attend or to add on 
to their reservation dates should call their new telephone number: 401/849-2600. 
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as soon as possible, as there are only a fixed number of rooms set aside for our 
class at this highly favorable discounted rate. Dave and Joan will follow up with an 
email (and possibly also snail mail) to classmates. 
 
Denny mentioned that our Class’ Annual Report (CAR) indicated that our class was 
short on mini-reunions. It was only area where our class lost points in calculating 
our CAR score for the year. Vic concurred and added that most classes utilized 
regional mini-reunions, which are easier to implement, to effectively fill the gap. It 
was the only other negative when the COAEB members were evaluating our class 
for Class of the Year honors. Don suggested that a new class officer be appointed 
to work exclusively on coordinating the setting up regional mini-reunions. Oscar 
was appointed by Don to locate a classmate able and willing to assume this 
function. 
 
Women’s Initiative Committee (WIC) 
 
Nyla Arslanian, co-chair of WIC along with Patti Rich and Joan Prewitt, reported 
that a women’s life session was being planned for the class’ October mini-reunion 
in Hanover, likely to take place at the same time as the ’61 class meeting. In 
Patti’s absence, Vic reported that Patti had contacted by email approximately 20 
spouses, significant others and widows from the New York/New Jersey Metro 
Area about setting up a luncheon in Manhattan. To date, 6 women had 
responded, with 5 affirmative and I negative. Pat was sending out a follow-up 
notice later this week. 
 
’61 Special Recognition Awards Committee 
 
Dave Prewitt, chair of the ’61 Special Recognition Awards Committee, reported 
that the committee had met via conference call in late July and unanimously 
agreed to recommend just one single classmate for the initial award presentation, 
to take place at our class dinner on Saturday evening during our Fall class mini-
reunion in Hanover in October. Dave announced that the committee unanimously 
selected Harris McKee to be the first recipient. His full award inscription will be 
published in the Class Newsletter and on the class website subsequent to the 
formal presentation of the award to Harris. 
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Class and Classmate Alumni Awards Archive 
 
Denny was prepared to report on the status of the class and classmate alumni 
awards archive project to create a permanent written record of all alumni awards 
achieved by our class and classmates since graduation. However, due to the late 
time, Don requested that Denny’s report be postponed until next month. 
 
Don announced that the next class officers conference call/meeting was 
scheduled for September 13, 2017 at noon EDT. 
 
As there was no other old business or new business of significance to discuss, Don 
adjourned the meeting at 1:10PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Vic Rich ’61 Class Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


