
Minutes-D’61 Class Officers Conference Call 
December 13, 2017 

 
Attending the Meeting:  Denny Denniston, Vic Rich, Ivar Jozus, Harris McKee, Pete Bleyler, Rog McArt, 
Oscar Arslanian, Tom Conger, Irwin (Red) Facher, Nyla Arslanian 
 
Absent from the Meeting:  Don O’Neill, Gerry Kaminsky, Hank Eberhardt, Dave Prewitt, Maynard 
Wheeler, Dave Armstrong, Patti Rich, Joan Prewitt 
 
Invited Guests:  None 

 
In the absence of the class president (Don O’Neill), vice-president, Denny Denniston, opened the 
meeting at noon. 
 
Secretaries Report 
 
Vic Rich, class secretary, apologized for not having the Minutes of the November 8, 2017 class officers 
conference call completed prior to this December class officers conference call. However, he 
inadvertently had mailed his file of the November conference call notes to his Florida condo along with 
numerous other files. As a result, the Minutes of the November meeting will not be prepared until the 
latter part of December. 
 
On behalf of the ’61 class officer group, Vic thanked Don and the other officers responsible for sending 
each class officer a copy of the Dartmouth citation earned by the Class of 1961 as a Special Recognition 
Award for the year ended June 30, 2017 and presented at Class Officers Weekend in September 2017. 
 
Vic stated that he had received an email from Don stating that classmate Bill Collishaw had confirmed 
to Oscar that he had agreed to take the lead in updating the ’61 Class Constitution, which has not been 
done in nearly seven years.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Ivar Jozus, class treasurer, reported that our current cash balance amounted to $84,060, with no 
known debts outstanding, other than the anticipated $50,000 contribution committed to fund 50% of 
the class’ newly proposed and approved two-part endowed class project 
.  
With respect to class dues for the current year, Ivar reported that to date 219 classmates, had paid 
their dues (46%) out of a total current fiscal year dues base of 479. Dues collected to date for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2018 amounted to $13,440, but an additional $5,243 had also been donated by 
classmates along with the dues payments for various class projects. More dues collections are 
anticipated before the end of the fiscal year. A third solicitation notice will be going out to classmates 
in the early Spring of 2018. 
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Dartmouth College Fund (DCF) 
 
Harris McKee, co-head agent of our class DCF efforts, reported that our class DCF goals had been set: 
$215,000 in total dollars and 75% donation participation from 369 classmates. To date, $77,286 had 
been pledged and collected. We were $11,600 behind last year at this time, but only two donors 
behind. Gerry K. and Denny D. were selected to head the effort to seek the larger donations from 
leadership prospects. Harris, Henry E. and Roger M. were placed in charge of class agent contact and 
general solicitation from all other classmates. 
 
DCF conference call/meetings with the ’61 class’ leadership DCF leaders and Vince Wilson, our class 
DCF liaison with the College, were scheduled to take place at least monthly, and possibly at times with 
other key ’61 class DCF agents. The November call had already taken place and the December call was 
scheduled to occur in mid-December. Harris has already sent out a broad email solicitation to all ’61 
class agents, stressing the advantage of donating within the current calendar year as a result of the 
pending revisions to the federal income tax laws, announcing access to the preliminary assignment of 
classmate prospects to class DCF agents on the College’s VOLT system, and reviewing once again for 
’61 class agents how to use the VOLT system. 
 
Webmaster’s Report  
 
Harris McKee, class webmaster, reported that nothing out the ordinary had occurred, except for the 
email to all class agents on the use of the College’s VOLT system and the assignment of all potential 
donor classmates to the numerous ’61 class agents.  
 
Bartlett Tower Society (BTS) 
 
Red Facher, ’61 class BTS co-chair, reported that our class ranks #2 with 63 classmate members, but 
well behind the #1 class. There is room for us to expand our membership and Red will contact Dave 
Armstrong, his class BTS co-chair, to make certain decisions on moving forward. Vic mentioned that he 
set up in 2016 a simple and already approved addendum to almost any already established last will and 
testament already in existence. 
 
Endowed Class Project  
 
Pete Bleyler, class endowed project co-chair, reported that the question of one versus two separate 
endowed funds for the two now separate and unrelated class projects was still not fully resolved with 
the College, but definite progress was being made and resolution should be achieved within the near 
future. The two project areas will be under the areas of the Hopkins Center for the arts initiative grant 
and the Dickey Center for International Understanding for the international studies/great issues grant. 
The overall umbrella name for the endowed projects will be “The Class of 1961 Robert Frost 
Endowment for the Arts and International Relations”. 
 
With respect to the Dickey Center award, consideration is being given to including deceased classmate, 
Steve Bosworth, a former U.S. Ambassador to three foreign nations and a vital force in helping the 
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Dickey Center establish itself in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s as a major player in the arena of 
international law and diplomacy and international relations at the college/university level. 
 
Mini-Reunions (On-Campus) 
 
 Maynard Wheeler, chair for class on-campus mini-reunions, was not available due to an ongoing 
schedule conflict and no report was available. However, none was expected at this time. 
Mini-Reunions (Off-Campus) 
 
Dave and Joan Prewitt, co-chairs for off-campus mini-reunions were away and unable to attend the 
conference call.  
 
However, Oscar A. stated that, in response to a request at the November class officers conference call, 
he was working on putting together a Fats Domino tribute, either live or via an experienced DJ, at the 
mini-reunion scheduled for Newport, RI in May 2018.  
 
In addition, Oscar mentioned the possibility of setting up our class’ first mini reunion outside of the 
United States, to be held in London with the possible assistance of classmate Frank Stephens, who now 
resides there with his wife. 
The classmates attending the conference call appeared interested in this. 
 
Women’s Initiative Committee (WIC) 
 
Nyla Arslanian, co-chair, reported that she and her co-chairs, Patti Rich and Joan Prewitt, were all 
scheduled to attend the Newport, RI mini-reunion and that they would set up a separate women’s 
initiative program for a segment of that overall event. 
 
In addition, now that the ’61 NY women’s luncheon was successfully completed, she and her other co-
chairs would work on setting up a ‘61 women’s luncheon or dinner in Los Angeles, Philadelphia and/or 
other ’61 populated geographic locations. 
 
’61 Class Awards Committee 
 
Dave Prewitt, chair, was not available and no report was presented on his behalf. 
 
D’61 Archive of Class and Classmate Alumni Awards 
 
Denny Denniston, chair of this internal class project, reported that he had nothing to add at this time 
to his November report. 
 
New Business 
 

- ‘61 Virtual Reunion – Harris McKee, chair, reminded us that it was once again time for our class 
to prepare to participate in our annual virtual reunion, scheduled this year for March 2, 2018 
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(the 61st day of the year). The emphasis would be on joint pictures or videos, but solo pictures 
were certainly acceptable. Also, spouses, significant others and widows of classmates were 
encouraged to participate. Finally, outlandish costumes were permissible. 

 
- Vic recommended that 18 copies of our ’61 Class of the Year Citation for 2015 be printed and 

framed (if economically feasible) and distributed by lottery to selected classmate contributors 
to DCF and to the new endowed class project. After discussion, it was agreed that the possibility 
of receiving one of these prints would assist in raising funds for both DCF and the endowed 
class project(s) and that, upon motion made and approved unanimously, 10 prints would be 
allocated to DCF and 8 prints allocated to the new endowed class project, with each group’s co-
chairs to decide how the lottery winners for each would be selected and the process 
implemented. The overall budget for this was not to exceed $300. 

 
- Vic mentioned that he had been made aware of a well-known Robert Frost impersonator 

(Gordon Clapp) from the Hanover, NH/VT regional area whom the class might want as 
entertainment at one of its on-campus or off-campus mini-reunions. After discussion, it was 
decided that the Newport, RI schedule was already loaded to capacity and that the on-campus 
mini scheduled for October 26-27, 2018 was more feasible and cost effective, if Maynard could 
and was agreeable to fitting it into the that schedule. 

 
The next conference call/meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 10, 2018. 
 
Denny adjourned the meeting at 12:50PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Vic Rich, ’61 Class Secretary 

 
-  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


