
Minutes   (Revised on May 9, 2018) 
D’61 Class Officers Conference Call 

April 11, 2018 

 
Attending the Meeting:  Don O’Neill, Gerry Kaminsky, Denny Denniston, Vic Rich, 
Ivar Jozus, Harris McKee, Dave Prewitt, Rog McArt, Hank Eberhardt, Oscar 
Arslanian, Tom Conger, Dave Armstrong, Nyla Arslanian, Patti Rich, Joan Prewitt 
 
Absent from the Meeting:  Pete Bleyler, Maynard Wheeler, Red Facher 
 
Invited Guests: Bill Collishaw (attended), Frank Stephens (unable to attend), Vince 
Wilson (unable to attemd) 

 
Don O’Neill, class president, called the meeting to order at noon and welcomed 
everyone attending. 
 
Don then called for the approval of the Minutes for the class officers conference 
call of March 14, 2018, which Minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
Gerry Kaminsky, class vice-president, reported that the capital campaign for 
Dartmouth’s 250th anniversary has now formally begun. The total campaign will 
be $3 billion, with approximately 60% already committed. All major gifts from 
2014 onward are being counted towards this goal and the campaign will end in 
2022. Gerry also mentioned the tax advantages of contributing funds from an IRA 
account and appreciated securities. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
Vic Rich, class secretary, reported that he had received notification from the 
College about COW, which this year will be from Sept. 21 through Sept. 22, 2018, 
stating that the College will provide one night of complimentary lodging (Friday 
night) for 9 class officers, to be selected by the class president. Vic sent an email 
to Frank Stephens, thanking him and his wife, Dawn, for putting together the 
agenda for our class’ 80th birthday party/mini-reunion in London, England and for 
securing hotel and dining reservations for us during the 3-day event in May, 2019. 
Vic also emailed Bob Naegele to congratulate him on receiving the 2017/2018 
State of Hockey Legacy Award. Finally, Vic has been corresponding for two 
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months with the Dartmouth Co-Op about locating and making available the 
Winter Carnival poster for 1961, one of the few missing years from their inventory 
of Winter Carnival posters available for sale to alumni and the general public. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Ivar Jozus, class treasurer, reported that the Class currently had $82, 677 in the 
bank and no unpaid bills apart from its obligation to fund the current endowed 
class project in the amount of $50,000 (50% of the required and approved 
$100,000 proposed endowment). He also mentioned that class dues were still 
trickling in, totaling $976, along with additional contributions to class projects, 
totaling $200, including the existing successful and ongoing Class Legacy for the 
Performing Arts). Finally, Ivar noted that, to date, our Class’ dues participation for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2018 amounted to an impressive 58%, with a good 
chance to reach or exceed 60% by the fiscal year end. 
 
Mini-Reunions – Off-Campus (Newport, RI) 
 
Dave Prewitt, off-campus mini-reunion chair along with spouse, Joan Prewitt, 
reported that 30 classmates, along with several spouses/significant others, had to 
date committed to attend the event filled reunion (names provided), scheduled 
for the three days from the Sunday evening dinner on May 20, 2018 through the 
Wednesday brunch on May 23, 2018.  Also submitted was a detailed agenda for 
the attendees from Sunday evening through Wednesday morning. 
 
Because of continued interest, Dave and Joan negotiated for the hotel, Gurney’s 
Newport Resort & Marina, to make available to ’61 classmates until April 20th five 
additional rooms at the same highly discounted room rate originally negotiated 
($199 plus tax). No time left, make your hotel reservations now (call #401/849-
2600 and mention “Dartmouth ‘61”) and send in your deposit to Dave & Joan 
Prewitt (see their email address above). You can also go to the class website 
(http://www.dartmouth.org/classes/61/index.htm and click on the link). 
 
[Note, I just learned that Gurney’s Newport became the in-port host during the 
Newport, RI stopover from Friday, May 18th through Sunday, May 20th of the 
highly prestigious Volvo Ocean Race, with Newport being the only U.S, stop 
during the entire multi-continent ocean sailing event. Apart from viewing a 

http://www.dartmouth.org/classes/61/index.htm


Class Officers' Telecon April 11, 2018  Page 3 of 6 
 

unique international sailboat racing event from up close, there are mid-day 
clambakes being held by Gurney’s on Friday, May 18th through Sunday, May 20th.]  
 
Mini-Reunions – Off-Campus (London, England) 
 
Frank Stephens, co-chair with his wife, Dawn, was unable to attend the 
conference call; however, he submitted a written report for presentation. The 
dates for the three-day mini are set to begin with dinner on May 15, 2019 and 
end with breakfast on May 18, 2019. A suggested full agenda was provided for the 
two full days and evenings of May 16th and May 17th.  Prospective informal 
extension events and an extended stay in England subsequent to the actual mini 
dates may be explored at a later date. 
 
Mini-Reunions – On-Campus 
 
Maynard Wheeler, on-campus mini-reunion chair, was out of town and unable to 
attend the conference call. However, he reported that the dates have been set 
from Friday evening, October 26th through Sunday brunch, October 28th, which 
coincides with Homecoming Weekend (and a Dartmouth-Harvard football game). 
Hotel room reservations should be made sooner rather than later. 
 
Dartmouth College Fund (DCF) 
 
Harris McKee, co-class head agent (along with Rog McArt, Hank Eberhardt and 
Denny Denniston), reported that our Class was still basically tracking last year, but 
was slightly behind both in dollars contributed and in classmate participation. 
Harris stated that through March 13th the Class had received $131,700 in cash and 
pledges (mostly cash) out of a goal set at $215,000, for a 61.3% dollar 
contributions rate. In addition, with respect to overall class participation, the 
Class had 178 classmate donors to date out of a total eligible classmate pool of 
489, for a 36.4% participation rate. 
  
Harris noted that our participation achievement nemesis each year, the Class of 
’54, was still ahead of our class to date, but some of the deficit has been reduced. 
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On a College wide basis, the DCF had to date received in cash and pledges $29.1 
million against a dollar goal of $48.5 million, or 60%, and has achieved a 
participation percentage of 23.2% against a participation percentage goal of 40%. 
 
The next DCF conference call for ’61 class agents is to be scheduled to take place 
within the next two weeks. Participation “swat teams” will begin their annual 
communication and solicitation efforts in May. Vince will update relevant 
information and send out on an upgoing basis an updated report to all class 
agents indicating their individual progress to date. 
 
Class Constitution Update 
 
Bill Collishaw, in charge of updating our Class of ’61 Constitution, stated that he 
had completed his review of our class document, especially as it related to the 
Class’ goals and objectives, and was submitting two proposed amendments in 
draft form for the class officers to review and discuss. A major objective is to have 
all spouses, and possibly also significant others (so designated), become members 
of the Class of 1961, with each family unit, however, having only one vote.  
 
After circulating the draft and receiving/reviewing/discussing comments Bill will 
submit his proposed final amendments for approval by the class officers during 
the May class officers conference call and the approval by the class at the 
Newport mini-reunion later in May. 
 
Class Website 
 
Harris McKee, class webmaster, reported that the class website was being 
updated and added to/deleted from on a continuous basis.  
 
Class Newsletter 
 
Tom Conger, class newsletter editor, stated that a newsletter was currently being 
developed, with an early June publication date anticipated. It was decided to wait 
until after the newsworthy class Newport, RI mini-reunion in May was completed. 
New Class Project 
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Don, in lieu of Pete Bleyler (current class project committee chair) who was 
unable to attend the conference call, reported that a Statement of Understanding 
regarding the current two-part endowed class project had been received from the 
College, reviewed by Pete and Don who provided some editing and content 
revisions. After several discussions with the College’s administration, agreement 
has been reached with Sylvia Racca that both parties are satisfied with. The S.O.U. 
should be signed by both parties and presented to the Class of ’61 at the class 
meeting to be held in May at the Newport mini-reunion. 
 
Don reviewed some of the issues negotiated and resolved/accepted by both 
parties:   

- As the return on investments and/or additional contributions to the 
endowed fund increase the balance in the fund beyond the basic $100,000, 
then either the number of award recipients and/or the amount of each 
annual award under each of the two programs will be increased. 

- Although the Class of ’61 will be “advised” as to the projects and award 
recipients to be selected, the Class will not participate  directly in the 
selection process.  

 
Going forward, Pete Bleyler will remain the point person for the Class between 
the Class of 1961 Robert Frost Endowment for the Arts and International 
Relations and the College.                                                                                                                                                  
 
Bartlett Tower Society (BTS) 
 
Dave Armstrong, co-chair with Red Facher, reported that  the Class of 1961 
currently had 64 members, a good but not outstanding participation by 
classmates. However, no new BTS members had been added for quite a while. 
Don suggested that a conference call be held in the near future between Don, 
Dave, Red and Denny to lay out a plan of action for moving forward with 
increasing the number of BTS members from the Class. Vic noted that an easy 
addendum to one’s will make it easier to happen, and that our class already had 
such a document available for use. 
 
 
Women’s Initiative Committee (WIC) 
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Nyla Arslanian, co-chair, reported that she, Patti and Joan were in the process of 
preparing an outline for the WIC session at the mini-reunion at Newport, RI, to be 
held for an hour on Tuesday, May 22nd at a separate location while the Class was 
holding its class meeting. 
 
D’61 Special Awards Committee 
 
Dave Prewitt, committee chair, reported that the committee had agreed 
unanimously to present awards to two deserving classmates during the Newport, 
RI mini-reunion in May. In an effort to maintain an element of surprise, the two 
award recipients will not be named publicly at this time. The two citations will be 
drafted by Vic Rich and, once approved by the committee members, then Dave 
will have them framed for formal presentation.  
 
Class and Classmate Alumni Awards Archive Report 
 
Denny Denniston, committee chair, reported that there was no update on the 
class project to place on the class website, in the class newsletter and in a written 
report for classmates an historical archive containing all of the Dartmouth awards 
won by the Class of 1961 and by individual members of the Class since our 
graduation. 
 
Don asked about any new business; nothing was brought up for discussion. 
 
The next conference call/meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 9, 2018 at 
noon. 
 
Don adjourned the meeting at 12:55PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Vic Rich ’61 Class Secretary 
 


