
Minutes 
D’61 Class Officers Conference Call 

May 9, 2018 

 
Attending the Meeting:  Don O’Neill, Gerry Kaminsky, Denny Denniston, Vic Rich, 
Ivar Jozus, Harris McKee, Dave Prewitt, Pete Bleyler, Rog McArt, Oscar Arlslanian, 
Dave Armstrong, Nyla Arslanian, Patti Rich, Joan Prewitt  
 
Absent from the Meeting:  Hank Eberhardt, Maynard Wheeler, Tom Conger, Red 
Facher 
 
Invited Guests:  Bill Collishaw (attended), Vince Wilson (attended), Frank 
Stephens (unable to attend) 
 

 
Don O’Neil, class president, called the meeting to order at noon and welcomed all 
those attending. 
 
Don then called for the approval of the Minutes for the class officers meeting/ 
conference call of April 11, 2018, which Minutes were approved unanimously 
subject to two minor revisions. [Those Minutes were revised subsequent to the 
meeting and re-submitted for posting on the Class website.] 
 
Gerry Kaminsky, class vice-president, reported that Dartmouth’s 250 Year 
Anniversary Capital Campaign had been finalized at $3 billion, with approximately 
60% already committed/received to date. All major gifts from 2014 onward will 
be counted towards this new goal and the campaign is scheduled to end in 2022. 
Gerry mentioned the tax advantages of contributing funds from an IRA account 
and appreciated securities, especially under the new federal income tax laws. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
Vic Rich, class secretary, reported that Harris McKee has been selected by the 
College to become only the sixth person from our class to be awarded the 
Dartmouth College Alumni Award. The actual presentation will be made at the 
November 2018 Alumni Council meeting. 
 



Vic also reported that included in the on-air “Dartmouth News” on April 21st was 
an article about a young lady, Class of ’17, MALS ’19, who was one of 5 musicians 
nominated for an Independent Music Award in the “best concept” category. The 
album had been created initially for her senior fellowship at Dartmouth. The 
article went on to state that “The projects conducted by the senior fellows are 
funded by the Kaminsky Family Fund. ………Gerry Kaminsky ’61, who established 
the  fund, was himself a senior fellow at Dartmouth”. 
 
Vic then reported that he had written and submitted the class article for the 
July/August issue of the Dartmouth Alumni Magazine. 
 
Vic reported that at the off-hand request of two classmates, he had inquired of 
the Dartmouth Co-Op as to why the 1961 Winter Carnival poster was not 
available for purchase. After several emails and two telephone calls over a period 
of nearly six months, Vic was told that the poster master prints had been lost or 
misplaced for approximately three years, eventually found by Rauner Library and 
will be made available for sale within the near future via the Co-Op’s new on-line 
website. 
 
Finally, Vic drafted a preliminary working memo for the Class’ recording of 
classmate donations to the recently approved $100k Class of 1961 Robert Frost 
Endowment for the Arts and International Relations. The memo has been 
broadened by the committee to make it easier for classmates to make 
contributions to fund the project. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
 
Ivar Jozus, class treasurer, reported that the Class treasury contained 
approximately $83,000 and had no unpaid bills apart from its obligation to fund 
the endowed class project for $50,000 (50% of the approved $100,000 
endowment). He also mentioned that class dues payments were still trickling in 
and that our class still had an opportunity to achieve a very high 60% participation 
rate by fiscal year-end June 30th.   
 
Revision of Class Constitution   
 



Bill Collishaw, in charge of reviewing and updating our Class of ’61 Constitution, 
articulated the changes that he was recommending for approval after numerous 
discussions with several class officers: 
 

- Current spouses, including spouses of deceased classmates, will be deemed 
to be members of the Class of 1961. 

- Each ’61 family unit will have only one vote per family (no half-votes). 
- Spouses of deceased class members will be responsible for paying full class 

dues annually. 
- In order to vote on class matters, classmates/classmate spouses and 

spouses of deceased classmates must be current in their respective 
payment of class dues. 

- Spouses of current and deceased classmates will be eligible to hold any 
class office as long as their dues payments are current. 

- Divorced ex-spouses of classmates and “significant others” are specifically 
excluded from the aforementioned expanded role of spouses of living and 
deceased classmates.  

 
After further discussion, it was agreed that Bill will now draw up a proposed final 
version of the revisions to the Class of ’61 Constitution to be presented to the 
Class for approval at the ’61 class meeting at the Newport mini-reunion on May 
22nd. Don thanked Bill for his contribution to the Class with respect to the review 
and revision of the class constitution.  
 
Endowed Class Project 
 
Pete Bleyler, chair of the Robert Frost Endowment for the Arts and International 
Relations Class Project Committee, reported that: 
 

- Now that the outstanding issues with the College had been resolved, Pete 
would seek to have the $50k portion due from the class treasury paid into 
the College as soon as possible. 

- A letter would be drafted to go out to all classmates discussing the 
endowed class project and requesting contributions from individual 
classmates to accumulate the other $50k portion required to complete the 
endowed gift.  



- In response to a question as to whether and how the Class’ $50k portion of 
the project’s funding would be treated as a gift from the Class to the 
College’s new capital campaign, Gerry Kaminsky offered to follow up with 
the College. 

 
Don then thanked Pete and the other members of the Committee (Oscar 
Arslanian, Denny Denniston, Vic Rich) for their ongoing contribution of effort to 
the development and implementation of the project. 
 
Mini-Reunions – Off-Campus (Newport, R,I) 
 
Dave and Joan Prewitt, co-chairs of the upcoming mini-reunion in Newport, RI, 
reported that: 
 

- There were some revisions the list of attendees, including some 
unexpected and unfortunate drop-outs as well as some welcome additions. 

- There were also some minor revisions to the three day schedule, most 
significant of which were to move the Women’s Initiative meeting from 
Tuesday afternoon to Monday afternoon so as not to conflict with the class 
meeting, to which all spouses and significant others were invited to attend 
and participate. 

- It was emphasized that the world famous and highly prestigious 
international Volvo Ocean Race of nearly 60 foot sailboats had their only 
U.S. stop of the entire multi-continent ocean racing event in Newport and 
that the sailors were staying at our hotel through Sunday, May 20th when 
they would depart on the next leg of the race. 

 
Don then thanked Dave and Joan for their efforts to create and implement this 
highly anticipated mini in Newport.  
 
Mini-Reunions – Off Campus (London, England) 
 
Frank Stephens, co-chair of the London mini in May 2019, was unable to attend 
the conference call and no report was submitted. 
 
Mini-Reunions – On -Campus (Hanover, NH) 
 



Maynard Wheeler, co-chair of the on-campus mini in October 2018, was unable 
to attend the conference call but reported that there was nothing new to report.. 
 
Dartmouth College Fund (DCF) 
 
Harris McKee, our class co-head agent (along with Denny Denniston, Rog McArt 
and Hank Eberhardt) reported that our class was still lagging behind last year, but 
beginning to make up ground. To date, we have raised $143,750 which represents 
66.8% of our Class dollar goal of $215,000 , thus leaving $71,250 still to be raised. 
Our current class participation to DCF is at 42%, with 202 donors to date out of an 
eligible class pool of 486, thus leaving 165 additional donors to reach our lofty 
Class goal of 75%. 
 
In terms of our two most significant annual competitors, Harris stated that we 
were approximately 13% participation points behind the Class of 1954, but only 
1% and approximately $4,000 behind the Princeton Class of 1961.  
 
Class Website 
 
Harris McKee, class webmaster, stated that there was nothing significant to 
report this month. 
 
Class Newsletter 
 
Tom Conger, class newsletter editor, was unable to attend the conference call but 
reported that there was nothing new to report. 
 
Bartlett Tower Society (BTS) 
 
Dave Armstrong, co-chair with Red Facher, reported no additions from last month 
but stated that he and Red were working on approaching some additional high 
potential classmates who had not yet joined BTS.  
 
 
 
Women’s Initiative Committee (WIC) 
 



Nyla Arslanian, co-chair with Patti Rich and Joan Prewitt, reported that she, Patti 
and Joan had finalized the outline for the WIC session scheduled for the Newport 
mini. In addition, Nyla stated that she and the other WIC co-chairs had created a 
short electronic survey (theme of Women Don’t Retire) to email to all ’61 women 
on their email list, with responses to be discussed during their meeting at 
Newport. Finally, Nyla thanked the Class officers for shifting the WIC meeting at 
Newport so that all of the ’61 women could attend the 1961 class meeting.  
 
D’61 Special Classmate Awards Committee 
 
Dave Prewitt, committee chair, reported that, unfortunately, one of the two 
recipients (Art Kelton) of the special class awards to be presented at Newport 
would not be able to attend. However, arrangements were being made to present 
the award to him via Skype. The other recipient (Mike Murphy) was expected to 
be at Newport to receive the award in person. As of the date of this conference 
call, both recipients apparently had no knowledge of their respective selection. 
 
D’61 Class and Classmate Alumni Awards Archive Report 
 
Denny Denniston, chair, reported that there was no update on this class project. 
                                                                                                                                      
Don asked if there was any new business and nothing was brought up for 
discussion. However, Don requested that he wanted to create a summary 
statement of class accomplishments during the current year and asked Vic Rich 
and Denny Denniston to assist him. 
 
The next conference call/meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 13, 2018 at 
noon (EDT). 
 
Don adjourned the meeting at 1:05PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Vic Rich ’61 Class Secretary  


