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Ron Wybranowski will be there.
So will David Birney.

Tom Hickey will be driving from Scituate (wherever that could be).
Oscar [like Cher and Yanni sometimes last names are superfluous] will fly in from the 

coast.
Frank Ginn, our man in charge, will be arriving early and staying late.

Where will you see these folks?  At the Dartmouth Class of 1961’s…. 

45th Reunion
Monday, June 12 – Thursday, June 15, 2006 

It seems like just yesterday that our class notes were waaaaay in the back of the DAM.  And there were 
classes that began with the years 18-something-something in the front of the mag.  Now, all of a sudden, 
they have eliminated the 19th century classes altogether and moved our 1961 notes up near the front of the 
class notes section.  It is hard to believe that it has been 45 years since our class graduated from the col-
lege on the hill.  And so now we pass another milestone and have another opportunity to get together to 
celebrate long life, good times in retirement for some of us, and somewhat fuzzy memories of the good old 
days for most of us.

Along with those above, expect to see at our 45th David Armstrong (tennis champ at our 40th),  Morris 
Banks, the Johnson boys - Art and Phil, Rick Jasperson, John White and George Whitehead, Chuck 
Dayton, Tom Mealey, Bob Hoagland, Hartley Webster, Dick Noel and Henry Eberhardt.  

Also Dave Prewitt, Keith Lattimore, Bob Wendell, John Zulick, Frank Stephens, Dan Reith, Roger 
McArt, Fred Fields, Duane “Doberman” Cox, Alan Orschel, Mort Lynn, Skip Kendall, George 
Bland, Charlie Chapman, Lowell Bauer, Tom Goodridge, Bruce Forester, Lenny DiSavino, and trea-
surer Ivar Jozus. 

Wait, there’s more…  
Ron Boss, Art Kelton, Vic Rich, Tim Grumbacher, Tony Horan, Jon Sperling, Bill Zeilman, Terry 
Rogers, Mike Murphy, Bob Marriott, Jim Watson, Steve Dale, Jim Baum, Bob Conn, Paul Heimer 
and Bob McIndoe will be there for certain.

Along with Steve Roeder, Terry Ortwein, Allen Ward, Denny Denniston, Bill Harris, Bob Moore, Bill 
Beck, Frank Budetti, Sam Bell, Jake Gillespie, John Wilhelm, Ken Quickel, Bob Evans, Tad Foote, 
Hop Holmberg, Mike Jenkin, Peter Stuart, Alan Rozycki, Harris McKee, Dick Marrone, Milt Stein-
hauser and Peter Palin.

Also packing their bags for the big 45 are Dave Cook, Bob Fuller, Dick Spencer, Ken DeHaven, 
“Duck” Eicke, Pat Irish, who will be flying in from Afghanistan, Rick Reed, Jack Prescott, erstwhile 
WWW senior editor Bert Rowley, Bob Rosier, my one-time roommate Bill Collishaw [wonder what   
he’s been up to all these years?], Joe Dean, Bob Naegele, Jim Naylor, David Osterhout, Jack Reno,  
Bill Ricker, mini-reunion chair Maynard Wheeler, Red Facher, Ernie Goff, Peter Jessup, Gerry     
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Kaminsky, Dave Knuti, Gregg Millett, Stu Sheldon, and yours truly, John Wilkins.  Last, but certainly 
not least, our esteemed president Pete Bleyler will be journeying some eleven miles [better pack some 
snacks for the trek, Pete] to greet us at the class tent.  

There are another twenty-six classmates who have told Frank that they hope to come to the Reunion but as 
of April 19th had not been able to make final plans.

In addition to the 132 classmates who are definitely or hopeful of attending (as of mid April), there are over 
100 spouses and significant others on the “definite” or “hopeful” lists.

Now here is what you need to do right now!  
If your roommate, fraternity brother, buddy, or teammate is not on the above list, give him a call immedi-
ately.  Many who have attended their first reunion or mini-reunion in only the last few years have lamented 
the fact that they have missed out on so much camaraderie and fun since graduation.  

Frank will be updating the list of attendees on the class webpage (thanks to Webmaster Ron Wybranows-
ki). Here is the link to the class web page that will periodically update the list of attendees as Frank learns 
of them.  Just memorize the address below and then go type it verbatim onto the address line on the inter-
net.  Oh, wait, perhaps it would be even easier to copy it and then type it.  Either way your can keep track 
of who’s who.

http://www.alum.dartmouth.org/classes/61/45th%20Reunion%20Attendees%20Projected4-19-2006.htm

Frank has developed a great program for the upcoming 45th Reunion, based on the popular program for our 
40th Reunion with a some added whistles and bells.  The entire preliminary program appears on our web 
page at the following address:

http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/reunions/schedules/1961_45th.shtml

Jump through the same hoops described above to see the complete four-color version (in Dartmouth green, 
blue, white, and black) on your very own computer.  For those who are PC challenged, or just plain lazy, 
here is a broad brush summary of some of the planned Reunion activities.

Monday, June 12 
•  Register at the class tent up to 5pm.
•  Various tours throughout the afternoon
•  6pm class reception
•  7pm class dinner followed by a glee club concert

Tuesday, June 13 
•  Class breakfast
•  Passages revisited and class meeting
•  Meeting with President Wright
•  Luncheon Barbecue
•  Memorial Service
•  Outdoor activities and guided walks 
•  Class reception and dinner
•  Stargazing with professional guidance
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Wednesday, June 14
•  Class breakfast
•  Special 1961 program:  “How Women’s Lives Have Transformed Since the Mid 1950s”
•  Class Golf and Tennis tournaments for men and women
•  Class reception and New England lobster bake followed by evening activities with entertainment head-
lined by Pauly & the Goodfellas

Thursday, June 15
•  Farewell breakfast and ceremony

In addition, throughout our four days together there will be lectures, open houses, and discussion sessions 
too numerous enumerate here.  You should have a chance to meet the students whom we sponsor provided 
they are on campus.  See the class web page for a complete and more accurate list of planned events, as 
well as any last-minute updates on the attendees and activities.

As they would say on the old Monty Python show “And now for something completely different.”

Meet Your Newest Classmate, Lewis Crickard
As many of you probably know, Lewis Crickard recently retired from his post as Executive Director of 
the Hopkins Center.  Lewis has been particularly helpful over the years in working with David Birney,  
Peter Bleyler, Oscar Arslanian and others to make our Class Legacy for the Performing Arts a mean-
ingful contribution to the college and the broader Dartmouth community.  Through his dedication to our 
project, Lewis helped bring such stars as jazz trumpeter Wynton Marsalis to the Hop – of course, financed 
in large part by our Class Legacy fund.  Lewis has also been responsible for selecting our Class of ’61 Arts 
Award Winner to whom we provide a stipend to help defray costs of his/her project in the arts. 

As a gesture of our appreciation the class executive committee approved making Lewis an adopted mem-
ber of the Class of 1961.  Lewis replied to the honor in a note to Pete:  “It’s an honor to be invited to be-
come an adopted member of your class.  Please share my enthusiasm with your classmates.”

The 1961 Class Legacy Lives On
David Birney sent a note regarding the appreciation for our class gift, as expressed in the program for the 
Wynton Marsalis concert.  Dave quotes from a letter he received from Terry Ortwein about the October 
25th event.  

Terry writes “What a night at the Hop!  Marsalis and group were superb! Packed Spaulding auditorium 
(and lots of students).  Great Q and A following.  Marsalis was as eloquent with his words as he was with 
his horn.  The ‘61 Legacy was especially honored in the program.  

The concert program reads, ‘In celebration of their 40th reunion, the Class of 1961 created The Class of 
1961:  The American Tradition in Performance to support the Hopkins Center’s Visiting Performing Artist 
Series.  Since the initial gift of over a quarter of a million dollars, we acknowledge the additional gifts from 
the following members of that class.’  There follows two full pages, in the program, two columns a page, 
listing over 150 names of those who have made this Endowment possible.”

Dave closes with “As far as I know, this is an unprecedented gesture on the part of the Hopkins Center and 
represents a deep respect and gratitude for the generosity of this Class.  The Legacy is an extraordinary 
work in progress, one which continues to grow and to grow in its contribution to the quality of the life of 
Dartmouth College.”
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News from Here and There
By way of introduction to the “green card” section of this newsletter I must say that the handwriting of 
some of our classmates years has become atrocious over the years.  Without naming names (and it is 
not necessarily the doctors, Ken) occasionally it is an editor’s guess as to the correct spelling of obscure 
names, events, and places.  I find myself flipping through pages of Reflections just to make sure that I 
could identify a scrawled name of a spouse.  I have done my best to decipher but please forgive me if cor-
rections are in order simply because I could not read your handwriting. 

David Blake [Sorry David, bummer of a segue] writes “Great to read about the successful transitions and 
highly varied exploits of our class.  I am still teaching at the University of California Irvine where the bu-
reaucracy of the UC system, largely self-imposed by the faculty, makes me wonder about man’s inhuman-
ity to himself.  Working on several books, the most exciting of which is Time as a Strategic Advantage.

Mary and I bought a home in San Luis Obispo on the California Central Coast.  We have a 180 degree 
view of Edna Valley and its vineyards and mountain backdrop.  Beautiful spot here.”

You can reach David at 796 Greystone Place, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401.  His home phone is 805-541-
3550 and his email is dhblake@uci.edu. 

Tim Lawson writes from his new home at 30 Kenosia Trail, Danbury CT 06801 “Hello you funny funny 
wide world stalwarts.  Sorry I haven’t kept up with the art scene.  Instead I did odd jobs around the country 
for 20 years, finally landed in Danbury Connecticut and settled down, married a wonderful woman, Epy, 
who by chance had gone to the same school with me back in ’57, and was an art major.  Now I work one 
day a week and conscientiously read books in the remainder.”

Ken DeHaven sends a short note on his activities.  “Jean and I have taken our initial steps toward retire-
ment.  Last October we sold our home of 30 years and ‘right sized’ to a town home which we really like.  

At the end of June I stopped doing surgery (after 33 years) and have not replaced the OR days with sched-
uled work days.  I now have long weekends every week and split the remaining work days between office 
patients and administrative duties.”  

The address of Ken’s new town home is 19 Sky Ridge Drive, Rochester, NY 14625.  His home phone is 
585-385-1660.  Ken’s email address is macvulch@rochester.rr.com. 

James “Pat” Irish sent me a green card primarily to alert us to a change of address.  He did, however, 
confirm that he plans to attend our 45th.  He can be reached in Afghanistan at Log Cell South, Laskar Gah 
PRT, APO AE 09355.  He suggests we don’t try to telephone him at home or at work, but provides an email 
address of jamespatirish99@yahoo.com. 

With a little prodding on my part David Birney sent in some photos from his daughter Kate’s summer 
wedding.  David writes “Kate was married in June in a ceremony in Martha’s Vineyard.  Extraordinary, 
elegant, heart-breaking, joyous time.  Everyone who has been through it will know what I mean.”  Attend-
ing the wedding were Dennis Regan, Cornell University professor of psychology and his wife Elizabeth 
Regan, also a Cornell professor and soon to be named Department chair.  David writes that “Dennis was 
my senior year roommate at Dartmouth. You will remember Dennis as the editor of the D. We have been 
close friends lo these many years.”
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Above Left:  Mollie Birney, Groom Eric Klotch, Kate, the bride, and Peter Birney.  Right: David Birney, Dennis Regan, and 
Elizabeth Regan.

Class Officers Weekend
In a note to the Class Executive Committee Pete Bleyler writes, in part [edited only to prevent excessive 
overlap with other reports]:

The Upper Valley had the pleasure of seeing many ’61 classmates over two consecutive weekends, includ-
ing some who were here both times. Nine of your class officers were here on the September 24 weekend 
for the annual Class Officers Weekend:  Pete Bleyler, Bob Conn, Henry Eberhardt, Ivar Jozus, Peter 
Palin, Vic Rich, Maynard Wheeler, Ron Wybranowski and Bert Rowley.  We fielded more representa-
tives than any other class.  And that’s not unusual!  Additionally, more than a handful ‘61s were here for 
the dedication of the Corey Ford rugby home.  [More on that later.]

Maynard Wheeler staged yet another terrific fall mini-reunion [see Maynard’s full report further on in this 
newsletter], and we had 24 classmates plus assorted spouses and significant others in attendance. Carter 
Frierson stumbled upon the Class when he was on campus to visit his daughter, son-in-law and grandchil-
dren. He happened by the Alden Inn for dinner on Thursday evening, only to find out that the Class was 
coming there for dinner on Friday. So he joined us!

Friday afternoon, along with the classes of 1963, 1960, and 1958, we had our “academic program,” con-
sisting of two presentations from Mike Gazzaniga and Professor Richard Wright. Mike spoke about his 
new book, “The Ethical Brain,” and Wright talked about “Mountains Beyond Mountains,” the book the 
incoming Freshmen were asked to read. Both sessions were terrific, and then we adjourned to the Top of 
the Hop for cocktails before heading north to the Alden Inn. Buddy Tevens, after having dinner with the 
football team, drove up to Lyme and spoke with us awhile.

Saturday morning the class met with our Arts Initiative Student, and three of the students we’re supporting 
in the Brain Sciences Department. This year, our $1,500 stipend is being allocated to two different student 
projects. Jeffrey James, the new executive director of Hopkins Center, introduced the Arts Initiative stu-
dent, and he also was our main speaker at Saturday evening’s dinner at Sumner Mansion.
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While the football team didn’t beat Penn, the game was much closer than in recent years, and if our kicker 
hadn’t missed three field goals, the outcome might have been different. After the game we all wandered up 
to the Frost Statue for a beer and the usual round of picture taking.

More Accolades for our own Mike Gazzaniga

President Bleyler also reports that the latest issue of “Dartmouth Medicine” has the following blurb on 
Mike Gazzaniga:  “Tom Wolfe was so taken with Michael Gazzaniga’s ‘The Social Brain’ that not only 
did he send Gazzaniga a note calling it the best book on the brain ever written, he had (a professor in 
one of his novels) recommend it in class.” So began a “New York Times” review of a new book by Dart-
mouth’s best known neuroscientist. The book also inspired an editorial in the “Times” of London, which 
called Gazzaniga “a fascinating character – a rare, secular voice among a choir of Christians who sit on the 
President’s Council on Bioethics.”

Dartmouth Rugby

The Dartmouth Rugby Club is an enduring presence on the Hanover plain.  The Corey Ford Rugby Club-
house – the first ever housing for the men’s and women’s teams -- has now been built after years of plan-
ning and many large donations from former players.  Bert Rowley and Tom Conger both report on the 
dedication festivities that took place over Class Officers Weekend.  A special thanks to tc for the pictures of 
a number of ’61s in attendance.  

Bob Friedman wrote in the Daily D “In a celebration enjoyed by players past and present, Dartmouth 
men’s and women’s rugby clubs opened their brand new clubhouse this weekend. With the opening of the 
Corey Ford Rugby Clubhouse and Brophy and Battle fields, Dartmouth College now boasts one of the 
premier rugby facilities in the country. The historic event that began Friday and ended Saturday honored 
Corey Ford, Dartmouth rugby’s most storied coach, through speeches, dinners, and the clubhouse that 
bears his name. Saturday also included two matches. The women’s club took on their rivals Radcliffe, 
losing 14-5. The men’s club, in the main event of the weekend, took on Army, losing an extremely close 
match 30-25. 

The dedication of the clubhouse began with speeches on Friday night attended by more than 600 alumni, 
students and friends of Dartmouth rugby. Michael Chu ’68, a former Dartmouth rugby player and a current 
trustee of the College, made the first remarks of the evening. Commenting on the two new fields adjacent 
to the clubhouse, Chu remarked, ‘The Battle and Brophy fields make a beautiful home for the outstand-
ing friendship that is Dartmouth rugby.’  He went on to honor Corey Ford by calling him ‘the godfather of 
Dartmouth rugby.’ 

Ford was a writer who moved to Hanover in 1952. His home just so happened to be right next to the rugby 
fields and after taking interest in the sport and the spirit of the club, Ford opened his home to the players. 

He soon became the first coach of Dartmouth rugby although he was more of a mentoring figure. In his 
article “Football for Fun,” Ford once wrote, “I am hailed as ‘Coach’ for want of a better title.” President 
Wright, who also made a speech, said that Ford’s secret to coaching was “non-coaching.” Ford was just as 
much a friend to the players as he was a coach.”

As Bert tells it,  “On a perfect sunny September Saturday afternoon, an afternoon perfect for outdoor 
activities, Peter Palin and I played hooky for a couple of hours from indoor Officers Weekend business 



     1961 Wide Wide World                            8                                                 April 2006   

meetings to visit the Corey Ford Clubhouse.  Met three of Todd’s [Bert’s son] former AD rugby team-
mates whom I knew from following the team back in the early ‘90s.  Also met up with Tom Conger, Dave 
Prewitt and Mike Mooney.  Other ’61s in attendance: Bill Glenn, John Edwards, Chuck Dayton, Mike 
Murphy, Ray Thompson and Jim McElhinney. 

Design of the exterior of the Clubhouse gives the impression it has been there for 100 years.  The building 
is sited against the back of a low ridge.  Walk-in first floor is actually the second floor; locker rooms below 
with ground level access to playing field.  A balcony extends the length of walk-in first floor, providing a 
great view of activity on the field.  It wasn’t a winning day for Dartmouth.  But enthusiasm and ambiance 
were phenomenal.  A day to remember.”

The Dartmouth Rugby Football Club (DRFC) later made a run at the National Title only to be thwarted by 
a strong Penn State side.  Notwithstanding this loss, the team posted one of their best records:  the team 
was runner-up in the Northeast Rugby Football Union championship, retained the Ivy League Champion-
ship title, and is expected to be ranked 8th in the nation.

[Note from your editor:  My own rugby career was somewhat short-lived.  In the fall of 1957 I was playing 
a match for the DRFC at Harvard.  For reasons I cannot fathom because I wasn’t a particularly speedy run-
ner, Dick Liesching ’59, the rugby guru and player-coach in those days, had me at fullback.  Unfortunately 
for me as I was scooping up a loose ball an aggressive Harvard player gave me a high kick to the mouth.  
When I woke up there was a contingent of fellow ruggers standing over me watching me slowly bleed.  It 
was then that I realized that I was missing my four front teeth and had suffered a fairly serious concussion.  
Dick Liesching drove me back to Hanover that evening and dropped me off at Dick’s House where I recu-
perated for a couple of days.  That ended my Dartmouth rugby career but provided a great opportunity for 
my AD brethren to come up with yet another descriptive nickname.]

Left:  Ruggers from the classes of ’59, ’60, & ’61.  Dick Liesching front and center with the ball.  Right:  ’61 ruggers in atten-
dance at the Corey Ford clubhouse dedication -- Conger, Glenn, Dayton, Edwards, Mooney, Murphy & McElhinney. Also there 
but apparently entirely obscured by the trees were Dave Prewitt and Ray Thompson.
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Last Fall’s Hanover Mini-Reunion
The Mini-reunion planned by Maynard Wheeler was a great success according to all who were able to 
attend.  It took place September 30 – October 2, 2005 over the Penn game weekend.  Here is Maynard’s 
report.

Twenty-three classmates came to Hanover for the Penn home game weekend.  Those attending some or 
all of the planned activities were: Dave Armstrong with Linda, Oscar Arslanian, Bob Conn, Ruth and 
Pete Bleyler, Eileen and Gim Burton, Ricky and Bruce Forester, Patty and Cartter Frierson, Karen and 
Bob Fuller, Adam and Bob Garrity, Madge and Frank Ginn, Karla and Tom Goodridge, Rose and Russ 
Holmes with daughters Reagan and Katherine, Karin and Bob Jackson, Carol and Ivar Jozus, Susan and 
Mort Lynn, Helene and Mike Murphy, Jo and Terry Ortwein, Al Rozycki with fiancé Diane Kittredge,  
Dick Spencer with Nancy Meng, Pete Synnott,  Sandy and Maynard Wheeler, Joan and Ron Wybra-
nowski, and Jack Zulick.

Clockwise from the top:  The whole bunch having a frosty with Frost;  Jackson, Fuller, Garrity, Arslanian, & Jozus having      
another; Wheeler & Bleyler with Professor Baird and student recipients of the Class of ’61 stipends
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Once again several classes (’58, ’60, ’61 & ’63) opted to gather in Hanover earlier than the official Home-
coming in late October to enjoy the fall colors and to add special group programs.   Eileen Burton demon-
strated how to sell on eBay in an elegant “smart” classroom using the campus’s wireless internet access 
capabilities from one of our laptops.  On Friday afternoon, multi-class activities started with a talk by Mike 
Gazzaniga based on his new book The Ethical Brain.  He shared with us his plans to move to the Universi-
ty of California in Santa Barbara at the end of the fall term to head up a new interdisciplinary group which 
will study nothing less than “The Mind.”  

For our second session we once again had a discussion of the book assigned the First Year Class which 
this year was Mountains beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder.  Professor Richard Wright of the Geography 
Department, who selected the book, took us through his decision process seeking a book with broad appeal 
and shared with us the big response from the new students who turned out in force (800+) the first evening 
of the term in Spaulding Auditorium to hear him speak.  Also, all new faculty members were provided the 
book by the Dean of Faculty and Professor Wright will again discuss it with the Alumni at Homecoming 
later in the month.  Clearly this book is providing a broad common experience for the start of the academic 
year.

Cocktails for all classes at the HOP gave an opportunity to visit with friends from the other classes.  The 
‘61s went on to the Alden Country Inn in Lyme for a fine dinner.  Coach Buddy Teevens joined us with 
his wife, Kirsten, to wow us with his philosophy of forming exemplary scholar-athletes out of the football 
team, a breath of fresh air on the Hanover Plain.  A surprise appearance by Patty and Cartter Frierson 
added value to the evening with his report of going with a chainsaw gang from his church in Chattanooga 
to help out in the stricken hurricane zone.

On Saturday we continued with the change in format introduced last year.  We again gathered in the new 
Moore Hall, home of the Psychology and Brain Sciences Department, chaired by Mike Gazzaniga, to hear 
presentations by the students whom we support financially.   Most of us found it a dramatic confirmation of 
the excellence of Dartmouth and its students.  

Jane Viner ‘05 presented her multi-award wining thesis: Frenemies: Building Better Relationships (Teach-
ing Sociocognitive Skills to Cope with Relational Aggression) with impressive competence and stage pres-
ence.   Our funds were used to pay for use of the MRI scanner to detect brain changes after interventional 
therapy with a group of high school females in Woodstock, VT, identified as having difficulty with rela-
tionships during this sensitive time of development.  Dartmouth is unique in having such a “medical” brain 
scanner in an undergraduate setting.  

Professor Abigail Baird, who once again was MC for the session, selected two new award winners to share 
our stipend: Manya Whitaker ’06 (Crossing the Color Lines: Learning to Navigate Interracial Social Inter-
actions) and Erin Rumsay ’06 (Are the Boys Going to be There.  Exploring the Neural, Physical and Social 
Determinants of Being “Boy Crazy”) introduced us to their plans for their studies which we will hear about 
in full at next fall’s mini-reunion.  From their poise and obvious grasp of their material we will be in for 
another treat at the hands of these gifted students.  The only downside is that they made us wonder even 
more if we ever could have competed at such a high academic level.  

Matt Fujisama ’06, our Arts Initiative student was introduced by the new head of the HOP, Jeffrey James.  
Pete and Oscar had lunch with Jeffrey the day before, kick-starting our relationship with the new director 
who is very much aware of and enthusiastic about our Class of ’61 Legacy for the Performing Arts.  Matt is 
a Senior Fellow who plans a performance in the spring of his topic From the Archive to the Stage: Culture 
and Memory in Post WW II Anglophone and French Theater.  He comes from a mixed heritage including 
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Japanese, Jewish and Syrian ancestry, to name a few.  Those of you not present this weekend who might 
like to attend this performance should let me know so that I can send the date as soon as I have it. 

We had a perfect New Hampshire day for the football game against the power house, Penn, who won 26 to 
9.  Replacement of Quarterback Charlie Rittgers (Jr) by Josh Cohen (Fr) in the third quarter restored our 
passing game and provided our only touchdown.  Had our kicking game been on target, the score would 
have been a more respectable 26 to 19.  The Frost sculpture gave us a lovely tranquil bucolic spot to gather 
for a beer before moving on to the Sumner Mansion in Hartland, VT, scene of many previous enjoyable 
dinners.  Again, our students joined us along with Professor Baird which added interest.  Jeffrey James was 
the speaker.  He shared with us his multi-faceted background in the arts and his plans for the future of the 
HOP as well as high- lighting the unique role of our Class Legacy in supporting quality groups at the HOP.  
Pete Bleyler stepped in for Don O’Neill with an update on plans for our 45th Reunion Alumni Fund and 
Frank Ginn outlined plans for activities in June.

Letters to the Editor
Bert and I generally rely on your green cards for the WWW news of classmates and events but every once 
in a while we receive honest-to-goodness letters.  Herewith is one recently received and reprinted in its 
entirety.

Dear John, 

Thanks for your e-mail address. Let this serve as my “Green Card:”

I bumped into Bruce Beasley’s work and was astonished to learn that I knew a sculptor of such artistic 
excellence. Attached is my photo of his “Dorion” in Grounds for Sculpture, in central New Jersey.  [No 
space to reprint the photo in this WWW – perhaps a later edition]  This park roams for 35 acres with more 
than 200 works, and Bruce’s stands out for its soaring quality and amazing use of stainless steel and angles. 
I appreciate anyone surviving for an entire career by doing art, and he’s done it at an exceptional level. Not 
only that: as public sculptures, his work brings the excitement and wonder of art to us all. Hats off and a 
huge thank-you to him!

As for me, I have been founding magazines since 1987—just about the time that IT mavens were predict-
ing the disappearance of the hard-copy written word. They couldn’t have been farther off-base.

Currently, I’m the publications officer at The Pew Charitable Trusts, where I edit the magazine Trust and 
the annual Pew Prospectus, both of which I founded. Martha—we met at Berkeley and were married three 
months later during the Summer of Love (’67), and we’re still going strong together—have, in recent 
years, taken up dancing, particularly Argentine tango, which led us to learn Spanish, which has, in turn, 
taken us to Argentina, Spain, and Mexico multiple times. Even more recently, we started art lessons in 
watercolor and colored pencil. I was chagrined to find out that that’s part of the geezer stereotype, but we 
plunge forward nonetheless.

Our daughter, Kate, is a writer—The Cats’ Book of Romance and The Dogs’ Book of Romance, just to name 
works you can easily locate. She and her husband, Jonny Sacks, a biomedical engineer now at Yale and 
next year at Minnesota, have made us grandparents through Talia, two and a half. Our son, Gabriel, is an 
emergency physician living in Portland, Oregon, with his dog, Ochimo (Portuguese for “stupendous,” and 
the dog really is).

Meanwhile, the honors for me just roll on and on. A piece in The Chronicle of Higher Education in No-
vember quoted from an article I wrote 28 years ago. And “Marshall Ledger” is a character in the indepen-
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dent feature film Death & Texas; my character is played by the venerable Charles Durning. Ledger is a 
lawyer, his client is a football player on death row, but Ledger wangles him a potential pardon if he plays 
well in the crucial game when a local team suddenly needs a wide receiver. How do I know it’s my “iden-
tity” the writer/director has stolen? I met him once, when he was in the throes of writing the film script—a 
very impressionable period for a writer.
(signed)  Marshall Ledger

Alcohol/Substance Abuse Course

The Class Executive Committee decided to help finance the college’s alcohol/substance abuse course, 
formally known as the Alcohol and Addiction Medicine Class.  This year there are 28 Dartmouth College 
students and 3 Dartmouth Medical School students enrolled in the course.

Without outside contributions such as ours, the course would not be taught.  Your Executive Committee’s 
decision was in response to the persuasive urging of Hartley Webster, who has been this program’s con-
science and voice.  Hartley’s letter of thanks appeared in the last newsletter.

Coming Attractions:  Faculty Chalk Talks 
Beginning next fall, the college will introduce an innovative program before each home football game, 
“chalk talks” led by professors in a variety of fields.  These free one-hour seminars combine fascinating 
topics and engaging professors at a convenient time and location, 9 – 10am at the Hanover Inn on game 
days.  Whether or not you agree with the views of the lecturers, the discussions promise to be both provoc-
ative and interactive.  Oh, and did I say it will be free?
The schedule released by the alumni office is as follows. 
September 23 (New Hampshire game)
“Reforming Social Security and Medicare,” discussion led by Andrew Samwick, Professor of Economics 
and Director of the Nelson A. Rockefeller Center for Public Policy and the Social Sciences
October 7 (Yale game)                                                                                                                             
“Running Red Lights and Ruling the World,” discussion led by Ned Lebow, James O. Freedman Presiden-
tial Professor of Government.  Professor Lebow will discuss how self interest affects such diverse domains 
as “driving, sports, business, the U.S. Congress, and our increasingly unilateral foreign policy.” 
October 14 (Holy Cross homecoming game)
“What’s Right and Wrong with The Da Vinci Code?”  The discussion will be led by Susan Ackerman, Pro-
fessor of Religion.  [Some of you may have had a chance to attend one of her “road shows” on this book.]  
She will provide insight on Dan Brown’s runaway bestseller that has appealed to a wide audience intrigued 
by the thriller’s claims regarding art, religious history, and Mary Magdalene’s role in the Christian move-
ment. Learn about the book’s contextual accuracy as it relates to New Testament gospels, some non-ca-
nonical first- and second-century Gnostic Christian texts, as well as traditional Christian understandings of 
Mary Magdalene.
October 28 (Harvard game)
“21st Century Latin America: The Impact of a Leftward Swing”  Discussion will be led by John Carey, 
Professor of Government. By early 2006, politicians calling themselves socialists governed Brazil, Chile, 
Uruguay, Bolivia, Venezuela, and of course, Cuba.  The year promises a further spate of elections in Latin 
America -in Peru, Brazil, Venezuela, Colombia, and Mexico.  In many cases, leftist candidates lead the 
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early polls.  Who are these politicians and what do they stand for?  What is the appeal of the left in Latin 
America in the 21st century, and what are the implications for the United States?
November 11 (Brown game)
”Survival of the Unexpected: Darwin Revisited”  Discussion led by Dorothy Wallace, Professor of Math-
ematics
In many species of birds, the male sports much brighter plumage than the female. Darwin hypothesized 
that this is a result of “sexual selection” on the part of females of the species-also a belief broadly held 
by biologists. Superficially this plumage appears to be a disadvantage for the species, as bright males are 
easier targets for predators.  New mathematical biology models show, however, that ordinary natural selec-
tion may suffice as an explanation of this phenomenon.  

2006 Mini-Reunion Coming in October
Maynard Wheeler reports that next fall’s mini-reunion in Hanover will take place the weekend of October 
13 - 15, 2006.  This is earlier in the fall than usual.  The College has moved the homecoming date forward 
for 2006 since so many classes were scheduling their mini-reunions for leaf season.  We will have ours at 
the same time.  Probably we will have two sessions Friday afternoon with one devoted to speakers from the 
College on a topic of general interest and the other based on the book the incoming first year class reads 
– always stimulating.  
Because of the parade and bonfire we are uncertain at this time about scheduling a class dinner Friday 
night.  However, Saturday morning we will definitely meet with the students whom we help support finan-
cially to learn about their projects.  This will be followed by a box lunch before the game.  After the Holy 
Cross game we will meet at the usual spot [the Frost Statue for you first-timers] for a brew and then ad-
journ to the Sumner Mansion for cocktails and dinner.
Since this will be a very busy weekend, Maynard urges you to book a room as soon as possible.  The 
Sumner Mansion in Hartland, VT (802-436-3386) will accept reservations at any time.  Alternatively, the 
Comfort Suites in White River Jct, VT (802-291-9911 or 1-800-4CHOICE) right off Exit 11 on Route 91 is 
a handy location.
Maynard should be able to provide more details later.  But don’t wait to get your lodging arrangements 
worked out.  The weekend will be booked!  Any questions, contact Maynard at mbwheeler61@alum.dart-
mouth.org

In Closing
In Closing, I ask you to send your green cards and emails to brother Bert Rowley, who will edit the next 
WWW.  Be sure to include “WWW” in the subject line of any email to Bert or to me so that your message 
does not end up in the spam folder.  I apologize for this WWW being delayed from our usual schedule.  
(We plan to have four a year.)  To make a long story short, the college has changed procedures for produc-
ing, editing, proofing, and printing class newsletters.  The new procedures seem to stretch the time from 
raw copy being sent to Hanover to the actual mailing of each WWW.  Along with this unwanted delay are 
higher costs.  Bert and I are exploring alternative ways to get around both of these stumbling blocks.   
Ann and I look forward to seeing all of you in June.

            (aka coyote)


