TIME TO VOTE!
Hugh O’Reilly ’86, DCGB representative to the Dartmouth Alumni Council

If you are receiving this email, it is almost impossible for you to have missed the fact that it is election
season for us as Dartmouth Alumni/ae. Beginning March 10, balloting opens feetsvof elections.

The first and most prominent is the election of two new alumni-nominated Trustees to the College’s
Board of Trustees. The second, less prominent but still quite important, is the election of this year's
Association of Alumni (“AocA”) officers and Executive Committee.

In the Trustee election, following an alumni-wide call for nominations and an extensive vetting process,
your Alumni Council has nominated two individuals: Morton Kondracke '60, and John Replogle '88.
Replogle is opposed by self-nominated (“petition”) candidate Joseph Asch '79. Kondracke is running
without opposition.

Biographical information and position statements for all three candidates can be found at
www.voxthevote.org The same site also includes (or has links to) information regarding the voting
process, the nomination and petition processes, current members of Dartmouth’s Board of Trustees and
other information that you may find useful in making your decision.

In the election of the leadership of the AoA, most of the AoA’s current officers and Executive Committee

members are running for reelection. This slate, calling itself the “Unity Slate”, consists of John Mathias
'69 (President), Veree Hawkins Brown '93 (1st VP), Douglas Keare '56, '57Th, '57Tu (2nd VP), Lynne

Hamel Gaudet '81 (Secretary-Treasurer), Mark Alperin '80, Marian Zischke Baldauf '84, John Engelman
'68, Ronald Harris '71, Kaitlin Jaxheimer '05, Otho Kerr 11l '79 and Ronald Schram '64.

The Unity Slate is being challenged by a group of candidates calling itself the “Dartmouth United” slate,
consisting of J. Michael Murphy '61 (President), Alpha Bond '52 (1st VP), Diane E. Ellis '08 (2nd VP),
Emily Esfahani Smith '09 (Secretary-Treasurer), James Baehr '05, Bradford Borden '54, James Guth '77,
Alan R. Orschel '61, Richard Paris '71, Stuart L. Richards '63 and Noah R. Riner '06

For those who may be less steeped in College governance issues, the sole official role of the AoA is to
manage the election process in alumni-nominated Trustee elections. In recent periods, the related issue of
thenumberof alumni-nominated Trustees on the Board — often referred to as the “parity issue” — has been
taken up by the AoA. As a reminder of recent history, the members of the Unity Slate who are running
for re-election were elected to their current posts by the Alumni two years ago when the principal
campaign issue was whether the AoA would dismiss, or continue pursuing, a lawsuit against the College.
That lawsuit had been filed by a divided AoA leadership during the prior year over the parity issue.
Following the 2008 election, the AoA did in fact dismiss the lawsuit, and a second substantially-identical
lawsuit which was then initiated by a group of individual alumni has now also been dismissed by the
court. Since the dismissal of the lawsuit the current AoA leadership has had a number of meetings with
Board Chair Ed Haldeman and other members of the Board regarding increasing the number of alumni-
nominated Trustees on the Board, &wdh slates of AoA candidates indicate that they intend to pursue
these discussions further if elected. (For a useful article in The Dartmouth comparing the composition of
Dartmouth’s Board to those of other Ivy institutions, click here:
http://thedartmouth.com/2010/02/18/news/Trustees

The question of parity brings me back full circle, to the importance of voting. Some of you believe that
full parity in numbers between alumni-nominated Trustees and Board-nominated Trustees is of utmost
importance. Others of you don’t believe that the issue rises to this level of importance. Nearly all
Dartmouth alumni/ae believe, however, that it is important for alumni/ae todeawvesignificant voice

on the Board. And yet, voter participation in recent Trustee elections has never reached even 30%. Itis



difficult — some might say impossible — for your alumni leadership to make a persuasive case to the Board
that we alumni/ae should have the power to elect a greater number of Trustees than we do today when
fewer than a third of us take the time to exercise the power that we already have. So take a little time
right now, while you are thinking of it, to familiarize yourself with the candidates, and when your voting
materials arrive in your inbox don’t put them off and tell yourself you'll come back to them. Exercising
your right as an alumnus/a takes only a few clicks of the mouse or a few check-marks on the page. Let
your “vox” be heard.

And while | have your attention, let me remind you that the Dartmouth Club of Greater Boston has an
exciting lineup of Spring activities for Members. These offerings span a wide range, from music to sports
to community service to just plain socializing, so we've got something going for every taste and interest.
| hope you will take the opportunity to join as at one (or several!) of them. Stop by our website from time
to time fttp://www.dartmouth.org/clubs/bostdnand watch your mailboxes (email and postal) for more
information.

I will be attending the next meeting of Alumni Council as your representative in mid-May. As always, |
invite you to contact me if you have questions for me to look into or matters for the Council to consider.
You can reach me by email flaigh.oreilly@dartmouth.orgr, if you do not have email access, telephone
me at (617) 354-5400. | look forward to hearing from you.




