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          FALL 2002 

 
 The HOLIDAY PARTY will be held on Sunday, December 8 from 4:00 pm until 
7:00 pm at the home of Bev and Ed Abt ‘56, 127 South Gate Road in Southport. 
(Heading West on Pequot Road, South Gate Road is the last right before Southport 
Beach and the Westport town line.)  Our thanks to Bev and Ed for hosting the party 
again. Their hospitality has always added to the season. You should have received an 
e-mail message about the party (although accuracy of addresses is always a problem), 
however, because this newsletter is being sent a bit later than usual, this will be the 
only notice via mail.  So please mark your calendar and send an e-mail to 
edgarabt@aol.com  to confirm that you are coming (or use the old fashioned 
telephone 259-6568).  As always, please bring some “finger food” and $5 per person 
(for classes of ’92 and later) or $10 per person for all others just to cover costs of 
refreshments and incidentals.  (Any extra funds will go to the scholarship fund).  If 
you find you can come at the last minute and haven’t called or sent an e-mail, come 
anyway.  It’s all about getting together with old and new friends. 
 

  As if the Holiday Party were not enough good news. Guess what?  It’s DUES TIME 
AGAIN!  This is your chance to remain or become a member in good standing for the 
next club year.  And it is so easy!  Just fill out the attached dues notice and put it in the 
return envelope with your check made out to the DCEFC, Inc..  The amount paid is 
tax deductible.   Please fill out the dues notice so we have your correct e-mail address, 
class and mailing address.  And support your postal service by dropping the envelope 
in the mail.  We thank you for your membership in past years and look forward to 
being together again this year.  THANKS! 

 
SO WHAT IS REALLY NEW? 

 
As mentioned  in the last newsletter, we have a new outreach program at Harding High 
School in Bridgeport. 
We are still looking for volunteers--so we are mentioning it again.  As you may recall, 
Harding is the alma mater of Rafael Mejia '06.  Rafael was our first applicant from 
Harding in a good many years.  We are hoping to change that.  (And we may be 
successful earlier than we had hoped; it looks like we will have at least one applicant 
from Harding this year.)  Last spring, Ann Huebner '89 spoke to the top juniors and 
seniors about choosing and applying to colleges.  This past summer, Robin Levine '01, 
our new Young Alumni Chair, organized an SAT Tutoring Program. Rachel Milstein 
'01, Rafe Rosengarten '01, and Joe Sondheimer '01 and Robin have been tutoring four 
of Harding's most promising students.  To our knowledge, we are the only free SAT 
tutoring program for high-achieving students in the area.  Given the peculiar nature of the 
test, with proper test-taking strategy being every bit as important as knowledge, we are 
providing a desperately needed service.  This became clear the first day of tutoring when 



one of our students answered only 30% of the problems on a practice test.  She had been 
taught previously to answer only the questions she knew for sure, so as to not be 
penalized by wrong answers. Needless to say, we are hoping to see an improvement in 
these kids' scores.  Anyone interested in tutoring should contact Ann Huebner at 
rwaller@optonline.net or Robin Levine at Robin.Levine@alum.dartmouth.org.   
  
We should also note that in September, Ann Huebner and Claire Foerster (a Duke '88--
but wife of Dan Bernstein '87) met with Harding's principal and counselors to discuss 
how DCEFC might further help Harding students.  As Harding is an under-resourced 
school, the counselors have extremely heavy caseloads.  And as most of Harding's 
college-bound students will be first-generation college attendees, they tend to need extra 
support during the application process.  It was therefore suggested that Ann and Claire 
might provide this extra support to a very select group of students chosen by the 
counselors.  We will know more in April. 
  
 
We were pleased to be contacted recently by an alumna who teaches at an inner city 
parochial school in New Jersey.  She had heard about our outreach program and was 
interested in replicating it at her own school. 

 
We currently have a student, Rafael, who has substantial financial needs.  To assist him 
(and any future DCEFC student in similar circumstance), we have established a Bursary 
Fund, modeled after the English practice, to provide need-based discretionary grants in 
cases of significant or unforeseen hardship.  For example, if someone were to have 
trouble paying for their textbooks, we could help them out.  We will be working 
with Dave Belanger, Assistant Director of Financial Aid, to assist our student.  If you 
would like to contribute to this fund (and no sum is too small), we have added a category 
on the dues form, “Bursary Fund”, and the first $300 contributed will be matched dollar 
for dollar by a member.  
 

AND WHAT IS NEW? 
    

NEW INTERVIEWERS:  Our DED, Gabrielle Guise ’85, always needs more 
interviewers. If you are interested in interviewing candidates for Dartmouth, please 
give Gabrielle a call at 256-1558. Dartmouth relies on each club to do this well. We 
have interviewed 100% of all candidates for many years, thanks to the efforts of 
many, especially Gabrielle. If you have not interviewed before you will find it a good 
way to stay in touch with the young, help Dartmouth select the best and sell the 
College to interested candidates.   

  
 HAPPY HOUR at the Southport Brewery, November 22nd at 5:30 p.m. A chance to 

unwind with friends as the holiday season gets underway.  
 
 CABARET. Reserve  March 1, 2003 at 5:30 p.m. for a production of “Swing”. Good 

music, lots of dancing. This has always been popular and the Club will again get a 
table or two for all who want to go. We need to know the number of people so call 
Bob Johnson’59 at 259-5323 now so we can get a group together. 



 
 THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE will be meeting the first of the year. If you are 

interested in being more involved in the club, please call any of the Club Officers (see 
the list on page 4 at the end of the newsletter).  The DCEFC is “right sized” for 
participation – we need people to take responsibility for specific areas of interest but 
we are small enough so that doing so is not a major time commitment.  Your interest 
and help would be greatly appreciated.  See what a few people can do in Bridgeport, 
for example.  

 
WHAT ELSE? 

MONTHLY LUNCHEONS:   We have said farewell to the Black Rock Yacht Club, 
our summer meeting place, thanks to Ed Abt ’56. And what a great last meeting it 
was, on one of those perfect sunny days with a nice breeze, blue sky, sailboats 
moving, a clear Sound, good company (12 came) and good conversation. We are now 
meeting at the Three Door Restaurant, 1775 Madison Avenue in Bridgeport (Madison 
and Westfield Avenues).  The luncheons are always the third Wednesday of each 
month, at noon.  The next gathering is on November 20th. Come join us.  Our thanks 
to Dick MacDonald ’44 and Bob Johnson’59 for organizing these.  Call Bob at 259-
5323 if you can, but come anyway. 
  
DARTMOUTH SPORTING EVENTS:  Here are the games being played in the 
area.  We will count on an e-mail from anyone who is going so we can let others 
know: 

Men’s hockey @ Yale     Saturday, February 1, 7 p.m. 
Men’s basketball @ Yale    Friday, February 7, 7 p.m. 
Women’s hockey @ Yale     Sunday, March 2, 2 p.m. 
Women’s basketball @ Yale     Saturday, March 8, 7 p.m. 
         (continued on 

page 4) 
DCEFC  DUES  INVOICE 

(For year ending November 15, 2003) 
TO: Bob Johnson '59, Treasurer 
 50 Timber Lane !  DUES ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE  ! 
 Fairfield, CT 06824-2265 
 (Save writing and use the envelope!!) 
 
Enclosed is my check for: ___________ ($35.00) (Class of 1987 and Earlier) 
 (Made payable to: ___________ ($25.00) (Class of 1988 through 
1997) 
  DARTMOUTH CLUB of ___________ ($10.00) (Class of 1998 through 
2002) 
   EASTERN FAIRFIELD ___________ ($15.00) (Widow/widower, 
Dartmouth alumni) 
 COUNTY = DCEFC) ___________ ($15.00) (Parents of Dartmouth 
student/alumni) 
 



NOTE:  Graduates of Tuck, Thayer and the Medical School who did not attend Dartmouth as an 
undergraduate pay based on the year they graduated from their college: for example, a Tuck '93 
who graduated from Yale in '85 pays the same as a Dartmouth '85. 
 
NOTE: Graduates of Dartmouth married to another Dartmouth graduate get a quantity 
discount! Just add $7 to the least expensive dues of one of the partners. 
 
NOTE:  Graduates of Dartmouth, Tuck, Thayer or the Medical School who work in the Eastern 
Fairfield County area but live elsewhere pay one-half (50%) of the rate they would otherwise 
pay.(minimum $7.50) 
. 

 ALL DUES ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE!! PLEASE KEEP your own record here:  
Paid$________,Ck#______ date____/___/ ___   mail to Bob Johnson’59 Treas. 50 Timber Lane,  
                Fairfield, CT 06824-2265  in the envelope provided. 
There has been a modest increase in dues primarily because of simple cost increases like postage, up 

16% since our last dues increase in 1996. We have tried to limit increases to those costs we actually incur 
and will continue to do so. Thanks for your understanding.  

--------------------------------cut right about here and send the lower half in the envelope ---------------------
- 

 
 Of course, I want to be a member ! 
NAME:  (please no labels)_______________________________________Class _______ 
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________ 
TOWN,STATE, ZIP ______________________________   _________ 
TELEPHONE (evening)_________________________  DUES          

$_________ 
TELEPHONE (day)   __________________________ADD’L SCHOLARSHIP 
CELL (optional)    ____________________________              FUND GIFT  

$_________ 
FAX                      ________________________         ADD’L BOOK AWARD     
E-MAIL ADDRESS:_______________________________   GIFT              

$_________          
 ADD’L BURSARY  

               FUND GIFT     $ 
________ 

 
                  MY CHECK TOTAL            

$_____________ 
                       Make check payable to  DCEFC. Inc. 
 
I would like info or work in the following areas:                      
___Interviewing                _____Executive Committee           
___Event planning    _____Club Web site 
___Book awards              ______  Theater event      

____SAT Tutoring 
___Cocktail/cookout activity     ______ Community Service 

_____________(other)__________ 
 

AND, FINALLY, A FEW MORE ITEMS 
 
 



ANNUAL DINNER. Our annual dinner at which our new slate of officers was 
elected (see below),  was held on May 17 at the Patterson Club in Fairfield where a large 
turnout enjoyed an excellent meal and an wonderful talk by Derrick Cartwright, Director of 
the Hood Museum of Art at Dartmouth. Derrick reviewed some of the collection, with 
emphasis on the Orozco murals, and talked of the many activities of the Museum which has 
expanded its scope and its reach in the area. (As it happened, Derrick also talked to our 
fiftieth reunion class in June and led a personal tour of the Museum). He is a very 
enthusiastic and most capable addition to the Dartmouth campus and it was a treat to hear 
him. Bob Bernasek’75 made all the arrangements and the results were outstanding. Those 
who missed this should be sure to attend our next annual meeting.  
 
The Club also voted to send $2,100 to the scholarship fund. It was also reported that 12 area 
schools had given Dartmouth book awards sponsored by the Club to their leading students,  
both recognizing good performance and having Dartmouth’s name spread in the area. Jim 
Gardner’69 led this effort again. 
 
A NOTE OF THANKS. Often overlooked but constantly working for the club is our 
Treasurer, Bob Johnson’59. He keeps track of all the money and makes sure we can make 
our annual contribution to the scholarship fund. He also sends e-mails of events to members, 
proofreads this letter and generally backstops many of the clubs activities. Since there is 
some space left in this newsletter I thought it only fair to highlight his contribution which 
many know but which we all take for granted.  
  
 
 YOUR OFFICERS’ NAMES AND CONTACTS 
 
Deb Karazin Owens '91* President djowens@optonline.net  
Ann Huebner ‘89* First VP rwaller@optonline.net 254-8619 
Bob Bernasek ’75* Second VP bernasek@optonline.net 
Jen Burbeck Gardner ‘93* Secretary jenog@optonline.net 256-9928 
Bob Johnson '59* Treasurer TheJohnsons2@aol.com 259-5323 
Suzy Nachman Mercado '86* At Large  mercman@optonline.net 372-1563 
John Salek T’76* At Large  jgsalekrma@aol.com 259-9633 
Ken Weinstein '83* At Large  klweins@peoples.com 329-3424 
Gabrielle Guise '85 DED gguise@earthlink.com 256-1558 
Tom Loemker '52 Newsletter editor  tom.loemker@att.net 255-6755 
Bob Johnson '59 Publicity and info.  (see above) 
Robin Levine ’01 Young alumni chair
 robin.levine@alum.dartmouth.org 319-0085 
Joel Goldfield '76 Continuing education joel@cs.fairfield.edu 336-1666 
Jim Gardner '69 Book Award Chair  Lonepine9@aol.com 255-9324 
 Webmaster    
 
 


