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Patrons
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DCMW Scholarship Fund

 

$____

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support!

 

Dartmouth Club of the Midwest
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Greetings:

The 2007-2008 School Year is nearing an end and so is the year for our DCMW activities and events.  Our traditional events such as our annual golf outing, the holiday happy hour at Glueck’s, the Distinguished Speaker Series and the alumni seminar were all well attended.  Thank you to all of you who were able to make it to these events and we hope you enjoyed them.

Of particular note, our work in sponsoring prospective student events and getting the word out to prospective students was extremely successful.  We had a record number of applicants from the DCMW home area.  In addition, we were able to provide alumni interviews to a record number of applicants.  We appreciate your help in our efforts.  It looks like the DCMW home area will be strongly represented by the class of 2012 in Hanover.  

Currently, we are in the midst of our annual book awards to outstanding high school juniors and our annual dinner.  The annual dinner will be held on Wednesday, May 21st at the Interlachen Country Club in Edina.  Our keynote speaker will be Dartmouth College President, James Wright ‘64a.  President Wright will be accompanied by First Lady Susan DeBevoise Wright '69a.  President Wright’s visit to the Dartmouth Club of the Midwest caps off the initial leg of his eight club farewell tour of the country.  Since his early February announcement of his intention to step down as president in June 2010, President Wright has visited Florida, New England and the Midwest.  President Wright will be sharing insights garnered from his visits as well as other commentary on the state of the College.  We look forward to seeing you at the annual dinner.

This spring, the Dartmouth Alumni Association is holding its annual election to select a new Executive Committee. This year's election is highly contentious. Please take the time to understand the positions of the candidates by visiting www.voxthevote.org.  The DCMW strongly encourages our members to review the candidate’s credentials and backgrounds and vote. 

As always, we are looking for volunteers and new and interesting ways to promote Dartmouth and the Dartmouth community.  Anyone interested in receiving club information should contact Jay Miller, DCMW Chief Information Officer at jaydeanmiller@gmail.com or (612) 720-2829 with their current email address.  Anyone interested in participating in club activities or wanting to make suggestions please contact me at conradsmith@earthlink.net or conrad.smith@thrivent.com or (612) 340-7036.
Finally, thank you to all of you who make financial contributions to the Club.  We appreciate your help and generosity in spreading the word about Dartmouth and building the Dartmouth Community.  

Sincerely,

Conrad Smith ’87

President, DCMW
President Wright to speak at annual dinner on May 21st
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The 2008 DCMW Annual Dinner will feature Dartmouth President James Wright ‘64a.  President Wright will be accompanied by First Lady Susan DeBevoise Wright '69a.  President Wright’s visit to the DCMW caps off the initial leg of his eight club farewell tour of the country.  Since the early February announcement of his intention to step down as president in June 2010, President Wright has visited Florida, New England and the Midwest.  President Wright will be sharing insights garnered from his visits as well as other commentary on the state of the College.  We are expecting a large crowd since the annual dinner is our largest event of the year.  Alumni, guests, current students and even a few members of the class of 2012 are expected to be in attendance.  Mark your calendars for Wednesday, May 21st to get together with old and new friends and hear an update on the College.
Please RSVP for the annual dinner by Friday, May 16th in one of the following ways: 

Alumni, Guests and Current Students:

Online:  www.alumni.dartmouth.edu/clubs/presidentevents  

or Phone:  (603) 646-3497 
e-mail: nadine.parris.06@alum.dartmouth.org 

or Phone: (612) 716-5500
Class of 2012: 
                RSVP to Nadine Parris '06 
                e-mail: nadine.parris.06@alum.dartmouth.org 

                or Phone: (612) 716-5500
Class of 2012 is more selective than ever 
Continuing the trend of the past few years, Dartmouth set another record for the number of applicants.  More than 16,500 applications (+16.6% vs. last year) were received for the Class of 2012.  Since yields have remained strong each year (approximately 50%) and class size has remained at 1,070 for decades, the acceptance rates continue to decline.  It is a tribute to the College that so many talented students want to attend, but it means many more are disappointed each year.  The acceptance rate for the Class of 2012 class was approximately 13%.

From Minnesota we had 227 applicants (+23.3% vs. last year).  Not so long ago, the number was less than 100.  With the help of approximately 70 alumni interviewers, we were able to interview 175 of our applicants (77%).  Those who did not get interviews were mostly students located far outside the Twin Cities and those who chose not to interview.  The admissions officers have commented on the high quality of the alumni interview reports and that they are relying even more on the alumni interview reports now that they have so many extra application files to review.

Four students were admitted last December in the Early Decision process and another 27 were accepted in April.  We will not have a final count of those matriculating until June, but clearly Minnesota will be well represented.  These acceptance numbers are consistent with our historical results.  Our yield tends to be a little higher than the national average.  We like to believe part of the reason is the personal touch of delivering Dartmouth T-shirts to each of the accepted candidates shortly after they receive their letters from the College.  This year we delivered the T-shirts on April 2.  The Club also sponsored a reception in the library of the Minneapolis Club for the accepted students and their parents on April 15.  Of course, your dues cover the costs of these efforts and we thank you!

If you would like to volunteer to interview candidates for the Class of 2013, please contact the Club's District Enrollment Director, Dennis Ryan '81, at (612) 766-6810 or dryan@faegre.com.
Alumni Councilor’s Counsel with Rob Albright ‘89
The196th Session of The Dartmouth Alumni Council will meet in Hanover on May 15th -17th, 2008. The Alumni Council’s stated mission is to sustain a fully informed, representative, and engaged exchange of information and sentiment between alumni and their College, and to enhance and inspire alumni involvement that furthers the mission of the College. To this end, the council will spend two days, presenting and discussing issues currently of importance to all. These will include: Student life, The Greek System, Admissions and Financial Aid, Athletic and Ivy League Recruiting, The purpose of a liberal arts education in the 21st century, The classroom experience at Dartmouth today, and, of course, Governance. As your Council representative, I ask for your thoughts or questions on any or all of these subjects, or on anything else concerning Dartmouth. I will share these with the Council and the College, and report to you in a post-meeting report. This two-way communication between you, the Alumni, and our College is vital to maintaining the strong relationship that Dartmouth and its alumni have always enjoyed. Let me know what's on your mind. 

Also, as you probably already know, the Dartmouth Association of Alumni annual election for association officers and Executive Committee members runs from April 28 through June 5, 2008. In-person voting is available to alumni who attend the annual meeting in Hanover, New Hampshire, on June 10, 2008.
Alumni will be asked to elect a president, first vice president, second vice president, and secretary-treasurer, as well as seven Executive Committee members. All Dartmouth alumni are eligible to vote.
Please review the following websites for information on the candidates and their positions on the major issues facing the College and its governance structure currently:
www.voxthevote.org        (for election information and casting your vote)                                     

www.dartmouthundying.org                                                                                                                                           

www.dartmouthparity.com  
                                                                                                                                      

As a quick refresher, we are ALL members of the Association of Alumni.  This organization has only one defined purpose and that is to conduct the alumni trustee elections (not nominate candidates).  The Alumni Council, on the other hand, is the representative body that is charged with representing alumni to the College Administration and Board as well as communicating all things Dartmouth to the various constituencies of its members.  In my case, that constituency is you, the alumni who make up the Dartmouth Club of the Midwest.                                                                                                                                                             

The by-laws of the Association of Alumni prescribe that it should have officers and an Executive Committee to actually carry out the purpose of running the Trustee elections and that is what you are voting for in this election.  Of late, at least a subset of the Executive Committee has taken the position that it has a broader mandate than to merely manage the trustee election process.  Namely, some Committee members believe it is within their rights, in fact, it is their duty, to take (legal) action to restrain the current Board from implementing the changes it set forth in September of last year.  Without oversimplifying, this is essentially what you are voting for:  Whether you want the lawsuit against the College/Board dropped and the changes to the Board implemented (Slate A), or whether you want the lawsuit pursued with the ultimate objective of overturning the Board’s proposed changes as outlined in the September Report of the Governance Committee of the Board of Trustees (Slate B):
Slate A (Drop lawsuit): Mathias, Bascomb, Keare, Spalding, Baldauf, Brown, Harris, Engelman, Jaxheimer, Kerr, Schram

Slate B (Pursue lawsuit):  Murphy, Boles, Mirengoff, Chambers, Gado, Hafer, Mooney, Roberts, Ross, Steel, Urstadt                    
I encourage you to understand these issues and the ramifications for the College, as well as carefully read the bios and statements of each candidate before casting your vote.  This is important and worth an hour of your time on behalf of Dartmouth.  The following sites will also be beneficial in giving you some history and context surrounding the current contest:
http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/default.aspx?id=82
http://alumni.dartmouth.edu/default.aspx?id=81
Thank you for your attention to this important College governance event.  As always, I welcome your views and hope to provide you with all available information necessary for you to make informed decisions that truly benefit the College and its mission.
Lastly, the Board of Trustees is soliciting your input into the search process for the next President of Dartmouth College.  Please go to www.dartmouth.edu/~trustees to share your views on this important subject with the Board and search committee.  You may also mail your thoughts to Presidential Search, PO Box 242, Hanover, NH 03755.  I will follow up with locations and dates for the series of meetings the Board will be holding both in Hanover and in other locations to solicit this input in person. 

Please contact Rob Albright (ralbrigh@hotmail.com or 612-618-2352), the Club’s Alumni Council Representative, with any questions or concerns you might have regarding the elections, the Council, or the direction of the College more generally.


  April 28–June 5
Seminar involves quizzes, but no exam
On Saturday, March 1, 2007, the Club sponsored its 2008 Continuing Education Seminar entitled “Aging – and Aging Well”.  Tom Oxman, MD, ’71, Dartmouth Medical School Professor emeritus of psychiatry and of Community and Family Medicine, led a group of approximately 40 alumni, friends, and even a member of the class of 2012, through a look at aging, the consequences and prevention of aging, and successful aging.  The discussions were particularly interesting with many of the audience members commenting from personal experience.  A special DCMW thank you goes out to Professor Oxman especially from his Class of ’71 classmates who attended the seminar.
DCMW hands out record number of Dartmouth Club book awards
This year, the club is partnering with 35 local high schools to award the Dartmouth Club Book Award.  This award is designed to encourage intellectual excellence and to recognize student achievement.  Each high school chooses a worthy recipient, who is a junior in the top ten percent of his or her class, has demonstrated intellectual leadership and made a positive contribution to the extracurricular life of the school, is of strong character, and is considered a candidate for entrance into a college or university of the highest academic caliber.  Our club provides the recipient with a Dartmouth T-shirt and a personalized copy of a Dartmouth-related book.  The book chosen this year is The Last Report on the Miracles at Little No Horse by Louise Erdrich ‘76, a Dartmouth alumna and Twin Cities resident. 
The book award program is a great way to reach out to local high schools and promote Dartmouth in a positive light and in a personal way.  In order to defray the cost of presenting the awards, the club seeks out alumni to sponsor the award at each high school.  Though some high schools have special relationships with the club and allow an alumnus/a to present the award at the school’s awards ceremony, most alumni sponsors simply need to donate $40.  If the sponsor would like to contact the recipient at a particular school to personally congratulate them, contact information can usually be obtained.  Now is the perfect time to get involved, as most high schools give out the award in late May.
Currently, alumni have agreed to sponsor 16 of the 37 books to be awarded.  If you would like to help the Club continue to offer this award, you can either make a donation on the Club’s website http://www.dartmouth.org/clubs/midwest/contribute.htm, send a check for $40 to:

DCMW
PO Box 300551
Minneapolis, MN 55403

For further information, contact Josh Skora ‘03 at Josh.Skora.03@alum.dartmouth.org or (612) 554-2952. 
Long distance hello from student/alumni link, Vanessa Szalapski ‘10
Hi! I’m Vanessa Szalapski, your student alumni link. I’m saying hi from Paris, France this time instead of our beloved Hanover. I decided to quit the cold upper northeast for a term, and I’m currently on the French FSP in Paris, France, living with an amazing French family. I have a host mom and three host siblings ages 18, 14, and 10. It’s like being back at home in Minnesota with my two brothers. I’ve been speaking only French (disregarding those few times with friends when I was too exhausted), and I think I might actually be improving, or at least I hope so. It never occurred to me how exhausting it would be to speak French from morning until night, in all my classes, with my host family, and even with the other Dartmouth students. Yes, we really have been amazing about that, and all of us speak French together at least 90-95% of the time. At the end of the day though, my brain is absolute mush from having to work so hard all day long. It’s actually a bit strange writing this in English since I’m finally getting to the French thing.
The life a Parisian is a little different from what I’m used to, but people are people, no matter what part of the world, and the transition hasn’t been too difficult. I grew up living in the suburbs, driving everywhere I needed to go, so it’s a bit different taking the metro all around the city. I’ve managed to find every destination almost always in a timely fashion, despite the fact that I’m lost pretty much all of the time. The streets are always too small in my Paris guide book, so while it’s always in my pocket, I’ve found that the best thing to do when lost is to just keep walking. You can always find a metro station nearby and work from there.  

            
All the Dartmouth students take four classes together. One is taught by a Dartmouth professor and the other three are taught by French professors here in France. I have one literature, history, art history, and of course, grammar and vocabulary class. On Wednesday mornings, the art history class meets at a location in Paris to see first hand what we talked about during the lecture portion of the class. So far we’ve seen the Roman ruins in Paris and the Notre Dame, both of which are spectacular. It’s unbelievable to me how old this city really is. We also have excursions, to see other parts of Paris such as Versailles and the Fontainebleau. 

            
I heard that Hanover has been getting tons of snow, and I can’t say I’m jealous because here it’s really starting to feel like spring. It rains a lot, but that has made everything greener, and the flowers and trees that line the streets and fill the parks are blossoming like crazy. The other day while jogging in the park (Parc des Buttes Chaumont), I had to run back home to grab my camera and take pictures because the lighting was perfect. The park is a labyrinth, unusual for France, but there’s a huge waterfall and a lake, and I couldn’t resist the fabulous lighting. 

           

Of course I’ve been taking full advantage of all the museums and things to do here, such as the Louvre, the Musée Cluny, a Paris Photos exhibition full of color photos dating back to 1900, and of course the fabulous food. I don’t think I’ll ever get tired of Crepes Nutella. They’re definitely one of the Seven Wonders of the World! 

            
Please feel free to e-mail me at Vanessa.szalapski@dartmouth.edu, or if you happen to be stopping by Paris between now and the beginning of June, let me know! 

A tout à l’heure ! 

-Vanessa Szalapski ‘10
Dollars and Sense - Treasurer’s report from Dave Ellingrud ‘98
Through April 30, 2008, the Dartmouth Club of the Midwest has received School Year 2007-08 dues from 140 members totaling $7,160. These numbers are down 15% and 5%, respectively versus the previous school year. Most of the funds raised through your dues payment are used to support prospective student and current student events.  The majority of the remaining funds raised are used to assist young alumni through lower event fees at the alumni seminar, speaker's lunches, and the annual dinner.  A small portion of your dues goes toward DCMW operating expenses. 

Thanks to all of you who contributed! We look forward to your continued support in School Year 2007-08.  We appreciate your help and generosity in spreading the word about Dartmouth and strengthening the Dartmouth community. Please remember to send in your dues payment for the current year (School Year 2007-08).
Upcoming Events
DCMW/Thayer/Tuck Speaker’s Dinner with Professor Charles E. “Hutch” Hutchinson

Professor Hutch, Thayer Professor, Thayer Dean Emeritus, and 2007 New Hampshire Entrepreneur of the Year, will enlighten us on his experiences with new venture creation and innovation.  The dinner will be held at the Edina Country Club on Wednesday, June 25th from 6pm to 8pm.  In 2000, with Associate Professor of Engineering Tillman U. Gerngross, Hutchinson founded the biotechnology company GlycoFi Inc.  Hutch served as CEO of GlycoFi Inc. until it was acquired by Merck in May 2006 for a value of approximately $400 million. Now "retired" for the fourth or fifth time, Hutch is teaching a new course in technology, innovation, and entrepreneurship at Thayer.  
DCMW Golf Outing
This year's annual Golf Outing will be on Monday, July 28 at the Edina Country Club.  Last year 31 alumni from the classes of ’71 to ’06 played in this event.  Alumni from as far away as Winnipeg, Manitoba, California and Grand Rapids, MN attended the event.  Start getting your foursome together today.  Doug Fulton and Kim Nyberg will be following up with more information about what is destined to be another wonderful event.
  
Big Green Bus and New Student Send-off Picnic
The Big Green Bus will be visiting the Twin Cities as it winds its way back to Hanover.  We are combining its arrival with a New Student Send-off Picnic at Linden Hills Park on Thursday, August 7th.  Join us for some food, friends and fun.
Community Service Project with Bolder Options
Aaron Larson, our Community Service Chairperson, is in the planning stages of this year’s Community Service Project with our partner not-for-profit, Bolder Options.  We are considering an August event.  If you are interested in helping to plan the event or participating in the event, contact Aaron Larson ’97 at aaron.larson@lpl.com or 612-636-8838.
Annual Dues help us to do good
Dear Midwest Alumni,

The Dartmouth Club of the Midwest (DCMW) is now in the 2007 - 2008 School Year.  As usual, the Club was extremely active over the last year with a broad range of interesting and fun events.  Below are a few of the activities your dues supported last year.

·  Alumni seminar featuring Dartmouth professor, Tom Oxman, MD, ‘71
·  Alumni luncheons featuring interesting speakers with ties to Dartmouth
·  Book awards for outstanding local high school juniors
·  Fall and Spring receptions for senior high school students who are interested in Dartmouth
·  Meet the Students lunch over the holidays
·  The annual DCMW dinner
·  Dartmouth shirts for all accepted DCMW high school students
·  Social events including Dartmouth holiday happy hour, skating party and the Big Green Bus
We hope to continue to broaden our local activities and to support the College in the year ahead.  However, this level of activity does not come without a cost. Therefore, we are asking for your 2007 - 2008 dues so that we can maintain a strong bank account. Please, help us continue to support Dartmouth College and the many activities of the Dartmouth Club of the Midwest!  Send your 2007 - 2008 dues in today to the following address: 

DCMW
PO Box 300551
Minneapolis, MN 55403
Respectfully,

Conrad Smith ’87

President - Dartmouth Club of the Midwest

conrad.smith@thrivent.com
(612) 844-7036

P.S. If you are not currently receiving our emails, PLEASE provide us with your e-mail address. If we don’t have your e-mail address, you will miss out!  Most club information is distributed electronically (or provided on the Club’s website http://www.dartmouth.org/clubs/midwest).  
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         2007-2008 Dues per Family


· Current students and family
$15


· Young Alums ('02 - '07)
$20


· General Dues
$35


· Sponsors
$75


· Patrons
$150+

· DCMW Scholarship Fund
$____

Thank you for your continued support!


